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PREFACE. 



I HAVE entitled this Book «A Spark to IllomiQe,'' 
and if it should produce the effect of enligbtening a subject 
that has remained bidden from the generality of mankind 
for a great number of years, a matter that has been known 
only to the learned, and to but few of them, it will form 
an excuse for my intrusion on the public. To enlighten the 
world is the rage of the day ; it therefore appears incumbent 
on all to assist in this great and glorious work. Shall I then 
keep back ? No, I will put my shoulder to the wheel ; I will 
lend a helping hand) although feeble^ and presume to call 
it a Lighty whereby every Denomination of Christians, and 
Persons of all Religions, may receive comfort, and People 
of every Nation and Tongue on the face of the gtobe, may 
know the Love </ Qod^ whidi if once conceived, cannot 
fail to produce good works. 

Although I am not insensible of my want of a superior 
education, and that cultivation of mind which would the 
better enable me to express my feelings on so momentous a 
subject as that I am about to treat upon, yet I consider it to 
be an imperative duty on me to use,to the best of my ability, 
the talent intrusted to me, and not to keep within my 
breast that which may benefit mankind, hoping thereby to 
bring many to a sense of their duty to God, and to man; 
and with a desire to convince men of the error of their 
ways, who, by a belief in Everlasting Punishment, dispa- 
rage the greatest, the mightiest, the most noble, and the 
most exalted of all the attributes of the Great Jehovah, 
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for those by whom such opinioDs are entertained, cannot 
see God as he is, they cannot view him in that high and 
exalted manner in which they ought to look on the pure 
' and Holy One ; for, as St. John emphatically calls him the 
God of Love, we must acknowledge him to be Love Su- 
preme ! ! 

I am bold enough to assert that those who consider 
him any thing less than a God of Infinite Love, hold senti- 
ments contrary to reason, to justice, to goodness, to perfec- 
tion, and contrary to the foundation of all arguments on 
this point in the Bible, from which I am not afraid of 
being able to prove beyond a doubt, the soundness of my 
faith, and the truth of Universal Redemption, If we are 
endowed with reason, shall we not exercise this faculty, 
this great talent, which is the free gift of God? If this 
great power is given to man above all other beings on 
earth, shall he not practise it ? I say it is given to be em- 
ployed, and we are accountable for its use, or the neglect 
of it; it is our duty to place it out at usury. If justice 
is pointed out to us, we have a right to put it into the scale, 
and the privilege of looking for a just balance. Justice will 
as assuredly take place as mercy will follow it. If that 
very ancient Book of Holy Writ, the Bible, which I be- 
lieve to be the oldest of all Books extant, is given for our 
learning, and for our guidance to all good thoughts and 
works, we are bound to read it, and exert our faculties to 
the utmost, by comparison and quotationt*, in order to 
form our opinions and judgment aright, thereby elevating 
our minds or souls to a more exalted state of the grandeur 
and sublimity of the High and Mighty Creator of the 
Universe. It may be said, it is a matter of no small 
presumption in an humble and obscure individual like 
me to attempt to intrude myself on the public, and to 
endeavour to write on a subject of so much importance as 
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this ; and more especially in adding my name thereto, but 
I have done this to avoid the objection, which in the present 
and fatnre day might be made to an anonymous writer. 

My mind has been operated upon for a series of 
years, and after mature consideration, I have become 
more and more fully convinced of the truth of this 
important doctrine, and finding, by many researches in the 
Bible, and by reading several learned and pious authors 
who have written in favour of this Divine Light, whose 
works are out of print, and are becoming very scarce, and 
rarely to be met with, (very few books having been pub- 
lished for a number of years on this grand question,) and 
finding many persons who think with me, and also 
being by several earnestly requested to send forth to the 
world my thoughts on this sublime topic, I feel I am the 
more called upon. I have, therefore, after a great lapse 
of time, come to a determination to publish what I have 
been collecting and writing for several years, concerning 
this most noble design of the Author of all good, with 
a hope of being able to show the Divine Truth of the 

I 

Gospel in a more glorious, great, and brilliant light 
than it is generally taught and preached in the present 
day; also with a desire to stir up the lethargical to 
arouse themselves, and to employ their more able pens 
to the honour, and glory, and praise of that infinite 
Being, who tbinketh no evil, who created nothing in vaiu, 
who loveth those whom he chasteneth, who is boundless in 
love, whose mercy is over all his works. 

I shall not attempt to go into a long explanation of 
the many texts in Scripture I shall have occasion to quote, 
(if I did, this work, in magnitude, would be equal to the 
Bible,) but content myself, for the present, in most cases, 
with copying them verbatim, and in others, with some 
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abort obterratioDSy w I iko tbroagh ihm Sacied Book. 
Tbiii mode may bo aovely and a different conme to that 
generaUy parraed, bat to mo It appoars the best* for the 
following reasoui — ^the language on the snbject o( final and 
Unhenai Reii&ration Is gradaally clearer, finer, and 
stronger! a> ^o proceed in the works of inspired Writers, 
therefore tbe mind is the better operated upon, and becaase 
it is tbe same throughout all nature; all the works of 
the Almighty^s hands are in unison with it. The sun, that 
great luminary, in the spring, sheds forth his genial rays, 
but in a faint and small degree, and gradually increases bis 
influence and power, until the fruits of the earth are 
brought to perfection ; it is the same with all the animal 
and vegetable world, they gradually and progressively 
come to maturity. 

I am not so vain as to suppose that this little effort of 
niine in endeavouring to bring men to a more exalted idea 
of the great and good God will not give rise to some 
remarks; but before yon condemn, hear me out: — read 
this little work through, and then I will ask if your 
opinions are not somewhat changed. If onr sentimeuts 
are raised to a very great height of any high and mighty 
Prince of this world, do we not the more readily and 
willingly obey his mandates ? I expect, as a matter of 
coarse, as this doctrine Is not well understood by some, and 
not admitted by others of more learning than myself, I may 
meet with ridicule, censure, and criticism; but I fear 
them not, as what I have written is the plain and honest 
truth, tbe dictates of eonscience, the effects of a sin- 
cere desire to do good, arising out of the thoughts, and 
the views I have of tbe Great Omnipotent. The greater and 
the more exalted oar minds and oor belief are in tbe divine 
goodness, the more noble and refined will our sen- 



timeots and actions be $ when gratitude takes possession 
of the mind, the more are we induced to serve the one to 
whom we owe so many great obligations ; it acts as a 
stimulus to services in return, if return be possible. 

May the God of all Love Icindle the Divine Love in 
our hearts, that we may so love one another, as God loveth 
us; may it burst into a flame that shall never cease to 
burn ; may it spread itself from Pole to Pole, and may 
we be all so united in the one grand fire oflovcy that every 
individual on the Globe may feel its power, and experience 
its beneficence : may it extend to People of every Religious 
Persuasion, and every Clime, so as to bring forth in uS) 
and in them, the adoration and praise of Him who has 
nothing in his nature but love; whose mercy is over all his 
works, who formed us after his own image, who breathed 
into ns the breath of life, which, being part of the Divine 
essence, can never die ; who created us for his glory, and 
for whose pleasure we were made. 

May then the sense of all his gifts, so freely bestowed, 
bring forth in us the fruits of good living; and may it 
produce in us that brotherly love that bringeth peace at 
the last, is the most earnest and heartfelt prayer of 

Yoar devoted and moat sincere Friend, 

T. C. 



A SPARK, &c. 



The Almighty^ in his infinite goodness^ has been 
pleased to endow man with reason : shall this great 
gift then he hid, — shall this talent be bnried in the 
earth ? No. It is said in Holy Writ, " Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see yonr 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven/^ If I presume to say that I am gifted by 
seeing differently, or by entertaining a different 
opinion to most men, condemn me not — extol me 
not ; but give the glory to God ! for without his 
permission I could not hold my pen to commu- 
nicate to my brethren the thoughts arising in my 
mind from reading the Bible, from the reading of 
which Holy Book I have perceived the light I am 
about to speak of. This is the light — this is the 
glory which shines round his throne, and upon his 
footstool — this is his unbounded |love, and we are 
told that love and mercy with him dwell. If this 
light is shown to me, and if in the Bible — this great 
luminary — it is to be seen, may I not then, from this 
very book, endeavour to show in what manner I view 
this light. Think me not presumptuous if I venture 
to say, that without this view of it we are all in 
darkness. It may have been good policy in ages 
past to keep this light from the vulgar eye ; but let 
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me ask, What good has it produced ? Has it made 
mankind better ? Has it kept men from sinning- ? 
No. All the doctrines of eternal damnation have 
had but little effect. Reading the Bible in this 
light, it is now no more a mystery. It hath no 
longer any contradiction in it; it is all harmony 
and love: perfect harmony and love unbounded. 
For Saint John, as well as many other inspired 
writers, says, **God is love." Let me ask — ^what 
love can be greater than the love Divine ? Has 
God not expressed his love for us by calling us liis 
Bons.^ How then can this exalted Being, whose 
mercy knows no bounds, whose goodness sur- 
passeth all understanding, punish rvithotU end such 
his sons? No, my friends, the Bible tells us in innu- 
merable passages to the contrary; but do not think 
that I forget tliat he is just as well as merciful. No. 
He will punish our misdeeds. Atonement must be 
made. We must be purified, even as gold is puri* 
fied. Take this expression literally, and you will 
find, that by fire, the dross, or bad quality, mixed 
with the gold, is taken from it; and so must we be 
purified, as no impure thing can enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. It is painful to think that no one 
liveth and sinneth not. Shall all then be eternally 
punished? No, not eternally; but we must be 
purged from our sins ; we must be tried as gold 
is tried; and then shall we be made pure, even 
as gold is made pure. This. test or purification will 
be such as it will be almost impossible to bear, but we 
shall thereby be made worthy to enter into bliss 
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eternal. Can any man then condemn my reasoning, 
if such reasoning corresponds with Divine Writ : 
and, by the help of the Almighty, I doubt not of 
being able to show this fact most clearly. Before 
I saw this heavenly light — before tliis light was 
shown to me in the revealed will of God, the whole 
appeared to me a complete mystery, a confused mat- 
ter, a mass of contradiction ; but, by this glorious 
luminary, the restoration cf all thingsy the whole is 
become perfect harmony ; and I trust that I shaU 
be able to make it appear plain, clear, and easy of 
comprehension to the meanest capacity. I have great 
reason to bless the Lord for this great gift — ^for his 
kindness and goodness to me; and when I feel so 
sensible of the great obligations I am under to the 
Great God, shaU I withhold from mankind the know- 
ledge 1 have in this matter ? No. It is my duty to 
communicate my thoughts, and I hope they may prove 
a source of comfort to my fellow-creatures. I 
trust that many who read this work, and particularly 
such as are wavering and doubtful, may find herein 
wherewith to reconcile them, wherewith to make 
them firm, wherewith to awaken them to a sense of 
their duty, and, above aU, wherewith to infuse in their 
hearts, those feelings of gratitude which are due to 
Almighty God for his manifold blessings and un- 
bounded love. For thirty years at least, I may say 
with truth, I have been so blessed ; but for want 
of a good education, and finding but few persons 
agreeing with me i^pon so important a subject, and 
fearing that I might meet with the sneers and scojBb 



of the worlds I lutve hitherto refirained firom giving' 
my flentiments publicity; bat now I set About it with 
confidencei my only motive being that of doing good, 
which motive, I trust, will plead as an excuse for my 
intruding myself upon the world. 

I am not so blinded by prejudice, nor so vain, 
as to suppose otherwise than that some one 
will endeavour to refute my doctrine ; but 1 would 
recommend to such persons* prior to their under- 
taking so difficult a task as that of contradicting my 
arguments, to weigh duly their own sentiments, and 
the texts from Scripture which I shall hereafter 
quote. Admitting every opposition, I am never- 
theless not without a hope that this work may 
prove a source of the greatest comfort to many ; and 
should it be the means of reclaiming one sinner, my 
labours will be repaid a thousand fold. My motive 
is for the purpose of calling sinners to repentance — 
to awaken them to a sense of their duty to God, 
and as he is a God of such infinite love, ought we 
not to be grateful for this love ? No one who thinks 
seriously for one moment can neglect to return his 
most grateful thanks for such kindness and for such 
favours. Awake, then, from your lethargy ! and 
shut not your eyes against the light of the Gospel ! 
The object I have in view is to awaken mankind— 
to make them sensible of the manifold and great 
favours they daily receive. Let mankind but once 
see this light, and be thus gifted, and ingratitude 
will no longer exist. 



I compare the Bible^ the Apocrypha, and the 
Testament, to a very highly-finished first-rate paint- 
ing, (and very far surpassing it,) by one of the 
most eminent, skilful, and scientific artists ; and hy 
the plan I shall pursue in this work, it will, I hope, 
be found so — ^beginniug at Genesis, and so on pro- 
gressively to the Revelations — ^first, the basis or 
ground colour is laid on, then the second, third, 
and other colours, until the brighter ones appear ; 
then the finer and more delicate touches are given, 
until the finest, the brightest, the richest, the grandest, 
and most delightful of all views appear — ^when the 
Almighty is shown in the greatest, the highest, 
and most beautiful of all colours ; when God will 
be all in all ; when Christ will have given up his 
kingdom to God the Father ; when there wiU be no 
more crying, no more sorrow, and no more pain ; 
when there will be but one fold and one shepherd. 

I am not the first who has written upon this 
momentous subject, but I am sorry to say that their 
works are hid from the world ; they can but very 
rarely be met with. I have been endeavouring for 
years to obtain some of them, and have procured 
but few. These works are by some called dangerous. 
By the timid they are avoided. But having a know- 
ledge of the works of some of these authors I shall 
name them : the Revds. J. White, E. Winchester, 
and Yidler, whose works I intend to make some 
extracts from, as well as from some others. The 
scarciiy of these works has been a further indnce- 
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ment for the pablication of this, hoping that the 
subject may be taken up by some more able pen. 

The Rev. J. White^ towards the conclusion of 
his preface, after speaking of many ancient authors, 
•ays,— 

** This doctrine baa been cultivated by several otbers i 
as Sadler, in his Olbia; Peter Sterry, author of the 
Freedom of the Will ; the aathor of the Enochian 
Walkt with Oody and the Revelation of the Everlasting 
Gospel Messagey to which an excellent preface is prefixed, 
running very deep into the Rationale of it ; as also hy a 
Scotch Gentleman, author of the CabaUstical Epistle, 
printed in the Theosophieal Transactions^ No. 6, where 
he brings in the testimonies of the Jewish RabbieSy con- 
spiring also to the truth of this great point, with several 
others. But I must contain myself; and hope what is 
advanced may be sufficient to show, that this opinion is 
not 80 strange and unusual, nor counted so absurd a 
Tenet by the pious and learned, both of the elder and 
later times, as it is by the generality imagined to be.'' 

But alas, so little is this Heavenly Doctrine 
known, that I know of no place in England where 
it is preached ; and if I, by chance, speak to any 
one on the subject, people say, I really do not un- 
derstand you — What is it you mean by Universal 
Restoration ? If to others I say, that I am a Uni- 
versaliaty they pray that I will explain. And those 
who profess to believe in Punishment ivithout end, 
exclaim, — Oh ! it is a very dangerous doctrine ; I am 
afraid to believe in it. So, according to their notions. 



it is dang^erous to think or to speak more highly of 
God than their narrow minds will admit. Besides 
those learned men spoken of, there are Richard 
Coppin, Rev. Richard Clarke, William Erbery, Dr. 
Cheyne, Dr. Thomas Burnet, Rev. W. Law, Mr, 
Marsay, and Mr. Hervey in his Letters, vol. 2, page 
240. And here I cannot but think the words of 
Mr. Pope, in his Universal Prayer, worthy the most 
cordial reception : — 

'* Let not this weak and erriog hand, 
Presame thy bolts to throw ; 
And deal damnation ronnd the land, 
On each I judge thy foe. 

If I am right, thy grace impart. 

Still in the right to stay ; 
If I am wrong, O teach my heart, 

To find that better way.'* 



Again, Pope says, — 

*' What blessings thy free bounty gives. 
Let me not cast away ; 
For God is paid when man receives ; 
To enjoy is to obey.** 

Winchester, in his Dialogues, page 207, says, — 

" God created his coaDcils of peace gradually : first, 
to our first Parents in the Garden-— then more plainly to 
Abraham — ^then more fully to the Prophets ; and lastly, 
completely to the Apostles; to whom this truth of Uni- 
versal Restoration was well known, was by them declared, 
and, together with their other important doctrines, was 
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banded dowu to saoceeding generaiionsy and was probably 
generally acknowledged in the first ages — and even some 
of the fathers, whose writings have been preserved, were 
open witnesses of it; and indeed, it hath had some, in all 
ages, down to the present day. God hath opened the 
Scriptures to men in all times, according to their capacity, 
need^ and clrcamstances ; he hath made some things ma- 
nifest to one more than another, and so on to the present 
time ; and we ought always to stand ready and willing to 
receive further light, let it come by what means or from 
what quarter soever it may. I am far from being the first, 
by many scores, who have wrote upon this beautiful sub- 
ject—of hundreds who have preached it— «nd tboubands 
who have believed it, since the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion. But if I was the very fir^ who had understood the 
Scriptures in that light — yet if, upon examination, they 
will fairly admit 'of such a sense, without any force or 
unnatural gloss^ and if all objections can be fully an- 
swered—why, must my testimony be refused on account 
of its novelty and singularity? God hath an absolute 
right to use what means he pleases, and at what times, 
and in what manner he pleases, to manifest his truth, and 
to fulfil his purposes/^ 



It is a matter of no smaU gratification to me, to 
find that the Church of England is not without some 
Clergymen who think with me on this grand and 
momentous subject ; and if I may be allowed to judge 
from expressions like the following, and many similar, 
(which I have frequently heard,) " Where punish- 
ment may be executed to such time and to such ex- 
tent as Divine justice may require ;'*'* ^^ In hope of a 
final restitution of all men ;^^ <' God will plunge the 



wicked into misery, or qualify tiiem for eternal hap- 
pineBB ;" there can be no dunbt of their believing as 
I do. If tlicBet and aach like sentences, were not 
intended to convey a belief in the period or periods 
of puniahment, I will boldly assert, that the trath 
(of the ^nal reatorafion of all men) will come oat, 
in spite of all sophistry to the contrary. I shall now 
eadeavonr to show the great and inconceivable ad- 
vantag;es arising from the belief of the Universal 
RcBtoration, by copying E. Winchester's Hymn 174. 



"The TarioDi lecta enquire la kooir, 
Why do I lore thii doctrine w? 
What great aulTantage ihould we sain, 
ir we belieT'd what ;ou maintain '. 



He Grit adrantage that 1 prov'd, 
I found that God was more beloi'd. 
And all iiard thougbta of bim arc fled, 
Nor troubled niare my heart or bead. 



The Scripture* here do all agree, 
And are from contradiction free ; 
The promiBca and Ihreal'ning* loo, 



Which lodiiturb the church's peace : 
What waa our great Redeemer'a will. 
When be (or men his Uood did spill! 
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ij 1 will give onto thee, and to 

the land wlierein thou art a 

■ land of Canaan, for an everlasting 

1 I will be their God." This word 

lias, evidently, some other meaning 

generally applied to it, and cannot 

hutit end. Let me ask, are the Jews 

lif (lie land of Canaan at this time ? 

!iat they have not inhabited it for 



' .\ii. i:^, "And in thy seed shall all 

of tlie earth be blessed.^' To what a 

■xteiit does this promise go I "All the 

the pai'th ;" not any peculiar sect — not 

larticiilar nation ; but all nations — the 

ery oni'. We read that not a jot or tittle of 

shall fail : then this promise mnst he fnl- 

ih Jiow ereat, how nnbonnded, is this love ! 

. are to be finally saved, where will be fonnd 

■lasting torment so often spoken of in tlie 

Yon will find these sublime words repeated 

2()th chap. Gen. It is evidently to make the 

Lge stronger and better to be understood, by 

more fully explained. 



Gen. xxviti, 14. "And in thee, and in 

seed, ahall all the families of the earth be 

iscd." It is here, althoug'h a little varied, you 

I observe more particnlarly, and more specifically 

pressed, not ordy "all nations," but "all the 
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familiea of the earth ;*^ and by the variations o£ the 
words << family/' '< nations/' &c. it is that we should 
not mistake their meaning. ** And I will give tliis 
land to thy seed for an everlasting possession.'*^ If 
the word ** everlasting'' was intended to convey an 
idea of a period without end^ the Jews would have 
been in possession of the land at this very time ; and 
if they were to occupy it to all eternity, where would 
be the eternal bliss we all long for ? Therefore, to 
take these words in the sense in which they are 
generally taken, would be in complete contradiction 
to otlier parts of the Bible, which speak of the world 
to come ; the '^ One fold and the one shepherd.'^ 

Exodus xxviii. 43. '^ It shall be a statute 
for ever unto him, and his seed after him." As 
this world is to end, this statute must end, if it 
has not already ended. Here is another proof in my 
favour of the meaning of the words ^^ for everw''' 
I cannot make sense of it in any other way. 

Exod. xxix. 9. << And the Priests' office 
shall be theirs for a perpetual statute." Here 
is another word and a stronger one — " perpetual." 
Has tliis priesthood been perpetual? Has it not 
coased many ages ago ? 

Kxod. xxix. 28. <<And it shall be Aaron's 
and his sons' for ever." Here again are the words 
" for ever." Where are the sons of Aaron ? Do 
thc^y still continue to act as Priests ? 
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Exod. xxxii. 13. ** And all this land that I 
have spoken of will I give unto your seed^ and 
they shall inherit it /or e»er." Do the Jews in- 
herit this land now? Is not this a proof strong 
enough to convince us that the words ** for ever**' 
can be but for a period. 

Levit. xvi. 34. " And this shaU be an ever- 
lasting statute unto you, to make an atonement 
for the children of Israel for all their sins once 
a year.^^ The Jews continue to make their annual 
atonement, as do the Catholics, but at a different 
time of the year, but should this custom continue to 
the end of the world it then mttst etid. 

Levit. xxiv. 1, 2, 3. ^^ And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, saying, Command the children of Israel, 
that they bring unto thee pure oil olive, beaten for 
the light, to cause the lamps to bum continually. 
Without the vail of the testimony, in the tabernacle 
of the congregation, shaU Aaron order it from the 
evening unto the morning before the Lord conti- 
nually : it shall be a statute for ever in your gene- 
rations/^ Here the words ** for ever" seem to apply 
to that generation, or might be considered for the 
whole of the time of the generation spoken of, 
the Jews do not " continue" to burn olive oil in their 
lamps. 

Levit. xxiv. 7, 8, 9. " And they shall put 
pure frankincense upon each row, that it may be 

c 
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•n the bread for a memorial, even an offerings made 
by fire onto the Lord. Every sabbath he shall 
set it in order before the Lord continually, being* 
taken from the children of Israel by an eterlasting 
covenant. And it shall be Aaron^s and his sons'* ; 
and they shall eat it in the holy place ; for it is most 
holy unto him of the offerings of the Lord made bj 
fire, by a perpetaal statute/* Here it is evident, as 
well as from various other passages^ that the word 
<' everlasting** can only have reference to time, as 
the priests of Aaron have long ceased to exist, and 
the frankincense is not poured upon the bread as of 
old| nor is the statute perpetuated. Alany other 
Jewish ceremonies were' abolished about A.D. 1760. 
When speaking of the Jews and punishment, God 
says in 

Levit. xxvi. 44. '^ And yet for all that, when 
they shall be in the land of their enemies^ I will 
iwt cast them awayt neither will I ahhor them, 
to destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant 
with them ; for I am the Lord their God.** How 
literally true is this ! God hath not utterly destroyed 
them — God hath not cast them away. Although he 
has punished them, yet will he keep his covenant 
with them, and hath preserved them a distinct race 
of people up to this day, and the reason assigned is, 
because he is their Maker, and will not break his 
covenant. 

Num. xiv. 18. "The Lord is long suf- 
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fering, and of great mercy y forgiving iniquity 
and transgression, and by no means clearing the 
guilty,'''' By no means clearing the guilty ! Here 
it is evident that the guilty will be punished, yet the 
mercy of the Lord is great, and after punishment 
we may hope to obtain pardon for our offences, as 
appears from the following : — 

Num. xiv. 20. ** And the Lord said, I have 
pardoned according to thy word." How sweet ! 
how clear ! how delightful ! yet positive, are the 
words in this and in the following : — 

Num. xiv. 21. "But as surely as I live, 
all the world shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord." How wonderfully sublime ! How com- 
prehensive an expression is this ! " As surely as I 
live, all the world shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord." How can all the earth be filled with the 
glory of the Lord, if thousands of thousands remain 
to all eternity in hell ? Can it be possible ? Is it com- 
patible with Divine goodness, and love infinite, to 
punish to all eternity? And how can this misery exist, 
when the time arrives that the whole world will be 
filled with the glory of the Lord ? The glory would 
be incomplete if misery did not cease. 

Num. xix. 10. " And he that gathereth the 
ashes of the heifer jshall wash his clothes, and 
shall be unclean until the even : and it shall be unto 
the children of Israel, and unto the stranger that 
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sojoarneth among them, for a statute for 
Pray do the Jews observe this statute now ? Has ii 
not long* since been discontinued? I belieFe^ for 
many ages. Before I saw this light— the light of 
Hmver$ai re9taratum ; before the tme meaning' of the 
words " for ever" were understood by me, the Bible 
appeared a contradictory matter. The very know- 
ledge of this statute or custom being discontinued 
clearly shows that the words ** for ever'* mean a time 
— a space. By this glorious light of seeing things 
in this way, and by the reflection of its brilliancy, 
the whole of the revealed will of God clearly 
shows, that the restoration of all ' things 
will come, and makes the Bible all love, all 
coincidence, and perfect harmony. It is plain, 
it is clear, and worthy Divine perfection, and 
it is so easy of comprehension, that he who runs 
may read and understand. For this light shown to 
me, I have cause to bless the Lord, and to give him 
thanks for bestowing so great a blessing — so great a 
gift — upon me, a sinner. And I pray that it may 
become a source of great comfort, and a blessing to 
those who read this work, which is written for the 
purpose of making the doubtful firm, the wavering 
in mind fixed, and also for making mankind sen- 
Bible of their great obligations to the Almighty 
God, the giver of so many good gifts. And if 
I should be instrumental in God's hands of awaken- 
ing those who sleep, and cause their eyes to be 
opened to see the tore i^ Chd, I shaU be paid in a 
measure beyond what 1 merit, and they wiU no longer 
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be guilty of ingratitade, but will joyfully shout and 
sing^ 

" All praise to thee, in light arrayM, 
Whose light thy dwelling-place hast made : 
A boundless ocean of bright beams, 
From. thy all-glorious Godhead streams. 

The sun in its meridian height, 

Is ever darkness in thy sight : 

My soul enlighten and inflame, 

With pious thoughts of thy great name." 

Blest Jesus, thou, on Heavens intent, 
Whole nights hast in devotion spent ; 
But I, frail creature, soon am tirM, 
And all my zeal is soon expirM." 

Deut. iv. 30, 31. « When thou art in 
tribulation, and all these things are come upon 
thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the 
Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice, 
(For the Lord thy God is a merciful God), he will 
not forsake thee, nor forget the covenant of thy 
fathers, which he sware unto them/^ The latter 
days here alluded to are evidently the days of tor- 
mentf which word is here rendered tribulation ,* but 
in the 31st v. it is said, <^ The Lord is a merciful God, 
he win not forsake thee, nor destroy thee f ^ and if 
he will not destroy us, neither, according to my 
views, will the merciful God punish eternally. It is 
beneath his dignity. Most men would reason thus, 
that it would be an act of greater kindness to de- 
stroy mankind altogether, than to perpetually torment 
them. 

c2 
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<<7ViM, HitlratttMbtiiiitlteoiv 
Of f Am^ and wlbol tboa art s 
But daily teach me More and mor§t 
Till thou dost Jttl my heart. 

Mercy ii weleoMe iieiof indeed, 

To those that i^ttilty atand ; 
Wretches that feel what AeJjp they need. 

Will hleu the he^g hand. 

We aU have eimCd agamst oar God ; 

JBxeti^tkm none can boast: 
Bat he that feels the heaeiett load, 

Will prize forgiveness most. 

But let our ddfU be what they may, 

However j^reat or small $ 
As soon as we have nought to pay. 

Oar Lord forgives us all.** 

Deut. viii. 6. " Thou shalt also consider in 
tliine hearty that> as a man chaateneth his son, so 
the Lord thy God chasteneth thee/^ Here is a com- 
parison so plaiui that no one can mistake it. '< Even 
as a man chasteneth his son, so will the Lord God 
chasten thee/^ For what purpose does a man chasten 
his son^ but with the desire of making him repent 
of his folly, and become better. What would be 
thought of a man who for a trifling fault would 
punish his son as long as he lived ? Is God, then, a 
being of less feeling and kindness than man ? No. 
We find it frequently expressed in Holy writ, that 
his l<nfe is unbounded — that his mercy is over all his 
works — ^that his goodness know9 no bouneh, and that 
he hath created nothing in vain: but if the torments 
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of hell are to last to all eternity, not only thousands, 
but millions of millions must have been created invatn. 
From this it is evident, that as a father chasteneth 
his son, so shall we be corrected, but not eternally, 
nor for endlesa ageSy and further, because man can- 
not punish his son beyond the period of life. 

Deut. xxiii. 3. ** An Ammonite or Moabite 
shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord ; 
even unto their tenth generation shaU they not enter 
into the congregation "for ever." Here seems a 
time fixed, — the tenth generation ; and by the con- 
cluding words " for ever," it appears that after the 
tenth generation, at some future period, they might 
be allowed to enter. But I cannot pass over this 
text without making another observation, and to a 
reflecting mind it must occur, and produce this 
question : — ^if a longer period than the tenth gene- 
ration, who can tell to what length of time the 
wicked may be punished ? Even if for ten genera- 
tions only, who can bear it? Let us so conduct 
ourselves in this world, that we may have hopes of 
eternal bliss in the world to come. 

Deut xxiii. 6. *^ Thou shalt not seek their 
peace, nor their prosperity, all thy days, for ever J''' 
Does this passage convey the idea that we should not 
seek the peace of our brethren "for 6ver" as this ex- 
pression is generally understood ? Would it be agree- 
able to what Christians are taught ? Are we never to 
seek peace with our brethren ? No. Then it must 
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evidently mean for a time only ; for we are told, not 
to let the sun go down upon our wrath; and not only 
to forgive our brethren seven times, but seventy 
tunes seven. It really astonishes me, how men can 
attempt to disparage the bounty and goodness of the 
Almighty God; and disparage they must, when they 
attempt to lessen his mercy and love, by endeavour* 
ing to degrade him below what we all hold to be 
good, and so much admire in man. It is generally 
admitted that no man is worthy the name of a Chris- 
tian, who persecuteth his fellow man to the utmost of 
his power, be he a king, a judge, or a father; if we 
allow that man to be of a noble mind who forgiveth 
another, how much more ought we to admire and 
adore Him who is all forgiveness, full of compassion 
and great mercy. 

Joshua xiv. 9. ^^ And Moses sware on that day, 
saying. Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden 
shall be thine inheritance, and thy children's /or 
ever, because thou hast wholly followed the Lord 
my God." Where is this land— this inheritance of 
the Jews ? It is just the same in our day. A man 
by his will leaves his estates to his son and his heirs 
for ^er. The following is evidently of this import: — 

I. Kings, viii. 13. « I have surely built thee 
an house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide 
in for ^er." If Solomon had remained in this 
house " for ever," he never could have entered the 
kingdom of heaven. 
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I. Kingfl> ix. 3, 4, 5. ^^ And the Lord said 
unto him^ I have heard thy prayer and thy suppli- 
cation that thou hast made before me : I have hal- 
lowed this house which thou hast built, to put my 
name there for ever, and mine eyes and my heart 
shall be there perpettiMly. And if thou wilt walk 
before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity 
of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all 
that I have commanded thee, and will keep my 
statutes and my judgments, then I will establish 
the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, as 
I promised to David thy father saying, there shall 
not fail thee a man upon the throne of laraeV^ The 
house here spoken of, I presume, was Solomon^s 
temple; and the throne to be David^s. Were not 
the temple, the throne, and the kingdom, all de« 
stroyed by the Romans, A.D. 70. Another temple 
was built by the Jews, but greatly inferior in 
point of beauty and magnificence, which was also de- 
stroyed by the Romans many years after. Are not 
these evidences enough for our conviction ? 

I. Chron. xvii. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 
'^ And it shall come to pass, when thy days be ex- 
pired, that thou must go to be with thy father, that 
I will raise thy seed after thee, which shall be of 
thy sons ; and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build me an house, and I will establish his 
throne for ever. I will be his father, and he shall 
be my son ; and I will not take my mercy away 
from him, as I took it from him that was before thee : 
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Bat I will settle him in mine house and in mj ( 
kinjifdom fw ever; and his throne shall be esta- i 
blished for epermare. According to all theae 
wordsy and according to all this vision^ so did i 
Nathan speak unto David. And David the Icing | 
came and sat before the Lord^ and said, who am 1, 
O Lord Oody and what is mine honse, that thou liast 
brought me hitherto ? And yet this was a spiall 
thing in thine eyes, O God; for thou hast also 
spoken of thy servants house for a great while to 
come» and hast regarded me according to the estate 
of a man of high degreci O Lord God.^^ Here the 
meaningof the words << for ever^^ is explained by David, 
for he concludes by saying or repeating the words, a 
great while to come. David, I presume, was a 
Universalist, as also the Jews of old, and those of 
the present day : it is evident that he considered that 
house to be the holy temple, and that it would con- 
tinue a great while ; if he had held the words '* for 
ever^^ to be the same as eternal he would not have 
said '< for a great while,^^ as no' doubt can be enter- 
tained that the ancients had the same knowledge and 
belief in the ultimate destruction of this globe by 
fire, consequeiitly if the temple had remained until 
this day, it must finally have been destroyed. 

I. Chron. xxii. 10. '^ He shall build an bouse 
for my name, and he shall be my son, and 1 will be 
his father: and I will establish the throne of Lis 
kingdom over Israel for ever.^' Does this kingdom 
exist ? 
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I. Cliron. xxviii. 4. *^ Howbeit the Lord God 
of Israel chose me before all the house of my fathers 
to be king over Israel for ever." Is this king reign- 
ing at this time ? 

II. Chron. xxxiii. 7. " And he set a carved 
image^ the idol which he had made, in the house of 
God, of which God had said to David, and to Solo- 
mon his son, in this house, and in Jerusalem, which 
I have chosen before all the tribes of Israel, will 1 
put my name /or ever,'''* The house of God having 
been converted into a place for heathen worship, is 
evidence against the words " for ever" meaning 
perpetual. 

Ezra ix. 12. ** Now, therefore, give not your 
daughters unto their sons, neither take their daugh- 
ters unto your sons, nor seek their peace or their 
wealth for ever ; that ye may be strong, and eat the 
good of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to 
your children for ever." But they observed not 
these ordinances, and therefore lost their inheritance. 
Let us then take care, and observe the ordinances of 
God, lest we also lose ours. 

Psalm xviii. 50. " And showeth mercy to his 
anointed, to David, and to his seed for evermore.'* 
The foregoing all show the same meaning, that the 
words " for evermore" also imply only a period of time. 

Ps. xxii. 27. '^ All the ends qf the world shall 
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remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the kin^ 
dreda of the nations shall worship before thee.''' 
This delightful time will come, when all kingdoms, 
and all nations, will turn and worship the true God, 
and praise and adore him that sitteth upon the throne, 
time without end. 

•Ps. xxii. 29. " All they that go down to the 
dust shall bow before him.^^ How extremely expres- 
sive are the foregoing lines : — ^first, all the ends of 
the world, all kindreds, all nations, and to explain 
it more fully, all that go down to the dust : no one 
shall be exempt — every soul — every being that ever 
existed or breathed shaU come and worship before 
him — not one shall be exempt — ^not one shall be left 
behind. To what an extent then do these sublime 
passages go. What a beautiful comparison is the 
following : — 

Ps. xxxvii. 21. *^ The wicked borroweth and 
payeth not again ; but the righteous showeth mercy 
and giveth.'^ Shall the God of all mercy then be 
less merciful than man, win not he show mercy and 
fbrgiveness, whose mercy is over all his works — 
whose goodness is boundless ? 

Ps. Ixv. 2. ** O thou that hearest prayer, unto 
thee shall alljleah come^"^ David no doubt believed 
in the universal restoration, or he would not have 
thus ejaculated, ^^ Unto thee shall alljlesh come,'''' 
Not only his own people, the Jews, but all flesh — 
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every created being; this is more fully explained 
in Psalm Ixxxvi. In the margins of the Bibles 
printed A.D. 1760, you will find the words "for 
evermore," and "for everlasting," are explained 
by giving the literal translation of the Hebrew, 
and ought to have been rendered " for ages of 
ages." 

Ps. Ixxvii. 8. " Is his mercy clean gone for 
ever ? and doth his promise fail for evermore ?" 
Although by these questions it may appear that 
David was somewhat doubtful at this time, yet that, that 
was not the case is very evident from the following 
and many other sublime expressions of his to 
the contrary, which leave the matter without a 
doubt. 

Ps. Ixxxvi. 9. " AU nations whom thou hast 
made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; 
and shall ghrijy thy name,'''' How grand — how 
noble — how sublime are these words ; and what a 
wide field is here ; to what an extent do they go ; 
there arenaexclusions; no one shallbe exempt, no, not 
one ; for the Almighty Jehovah saith, " All nations 
shall come, &c." Let me then ask where are the 
endless torments so often mentioned by preachers ? 
If all nations are to come and worship before him, 
how can they remain in hell for evermore ? Wlia^ 
extended ideas had David of God^s love and good- 
ness, when he thus expressed himself, " AU nations 
whom thou hast made shall come and worship before 

D 
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thee, and shall glorify thy name." Not onl^ come- 
to worship but to glorify his name : he does not stop 
here> but goes on to state : — 

Ps. Ixxxvi. 13. " For great is thy mercv 
toward me, and thou hast delivered my soul from 
the lowest heU.'' Will he not, then, after liis 
Divine justice is satisfied, also deliver us from 
death and hell ? David was fully convinced of God's 
great mercy towards him. He was fully assured his 
soul would be delivered from the bottomless pit. 
Will not then the God of all the earth do rig-ht ? 
Will he not also deliver us from the second death 
and hell, when, by correction, we shall be purged 
from our sins, and thereby made perfectly whole ? 

Ps. Ixxxvi. 15. " But thou, O Lord, art a 
God full of compassion, and gracious ; long-suffer- 
ing, and plenteous in mercy and truth." As God is 
a God of compassion, and plenteous in mercy, may 
we not hope to obtain mercy ? It is said, we 
shall receive many stripes ; but it is not said that 
these stripes will be, without intermission, to all 
eternity. The rod is for correction, and punishment 
is for amendment. 

Ps. Ixxxix. 32. " Then will I visit their trans- 
gression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes." 
Be assured that our transgressions will be punished, 
and for our iniquity we shall receive many stripes, 
but not to all eternity. 
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" All the kings of the earth 
shall praise thee, O Lord, when they hear the wordo . 
nf fky mouth." There have been many wicked 
kings, yet we find here that all the kingti of the 
earth will 'come and praiae Ood, consequently not 
eternally in torment. 



Ps. cxlv. 9. " The Lord is good to all : and 
his tender mercies are over all his works." That he 
is good to all we have evident proofs every day we 
breathe. The san ehineth upon the Just and upon 
tlie unjust J and that through his tender mercy 
towards us we are allowed to exist no one can 
contradict 

Ps. cxlv, 21. " My mouth shall speak the 
})raiae of the Lord : and let all flesh hless his holy 
name for ever and ever." David, while praising the 
Lord, prays God, that all may bless bis holy name, 
Jbr ever and ever. This, of conrse, must convey to 
U3 that his ideas were extended to a period beyond 
his time, if the words " for ever" were used or in- 
tended tK) imply everlasting or time mithout end, and 
then he conclades by sitying — 

Ps. cl. 6. " Let every thing that liath breatli 
praise the Lord. Praiae ye the Lord.' The fur- 
ther I proceed, the stronger and more abundant are 
the proofs of ultimate happine^t^ ; the earnest sup- 
plications of David are evidence of his hope and 
belief in it, by his conclndisg 
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1 

thini^ that hath breath praise the Lord; ** as if he j 
had BBxdf all that have breathed^ or shall iiereafier ^ 
breathy will praise and adore the Lord, time withoat 
end. — Ecdesiastes L 4. ** One generation passeth 
away, and another generation cometh: bat the earth 
abideihfor ercr." Now, the generally received opi- 
nion is that the world will be disHolved — will be de- 
stroyed by fire ; if so, how can it abide "for ever,-' if 
these words were intended to convey the meaning of 
endless ages, it would have been otherwise ex- 
pressed. The earth has ontlived many generations, 
bat it will have an end. ( 

Isaiah i. 18. " Come now, and let us reasoiz 
together, saith the Lord : though your sins be as i 
scarlet^ they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crtm«on, they shall be as wooV Doth not 
this also show, that at same periods change will take 
place, and an extraordinary one too, will it be, when 
we shall be made pure — " as snow ?" But we must 
undergo some severe test before this purification 
can tak6 place, for we know how difficult it is to 
render scarlet white, but with God nothing is im- 
possible, as the following will show :— 

Isa. xxiv. 22. " And they shall be gathered 
togetIier,as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall 
be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall 
they he visited:' Here Isaiah in speaking of the 
wicked that go down into the pit and are imprisoned, 
says, after many days they shall "be visited." 
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"What good could this visiting effect, if fliey were to 
remain in this pit " for ever ? ^' — rest assured they will 
be visited — ^you naturally may ask by whom ? — I say 
by Christy as I shall have occasion to show here- 
after. After many days they shall <*be visited :" this 
visitation must have its object in view, and the 
natural inference is to correct, to subdue, to alleviate, 
and ultimately to restore. 

Isa. XXV. 7. " And he will destroy in this moun- 
tain the face of the covering cast over all people, 
and the veil that is spread over aU nations.^'* Here 
again you find Isaiah declaring that the veil, which 
is cast over "all people," that is spread over "all 
nations,''^ wiU be destroyed ; although he gives no idea 
of the period, yet it will be destroyed; therefore it 
will no more be spread " over all nations ;" the veil 
will be not merely withdrawn, but destroyed ; and 
then may we hope to see God, and obtain the 
enjoyment of peace without ceasing. 

Isa. XXV. 8. " He will swaUow up deedh in 
victory ; and the Lord God wiU wipe away tears 
from off all/acea; and the rebuke of his people 
shall be taken away from off all the earth : for the 
Lord hath spoken it." One would think this text 
so plain, clear, and positive, that it required no ex- 
planation from me ; but as it is generally passed 
over in silence by many, and not noticed by others, 
I feel bound to say a few words on this most delight- 
ful and comprehensive passage. — Her^ we find that 
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death will be swallowed up << in vietoiy ; ^^ acomi^eee \ 
trimnfh will be accomplished^ £hat the *^ Liord God" 
will << wipe awaj'' the tears from off ** all faces/ 
and the rebuke will be taken from off " all the earth.'* 
Theprophetalso assigning the canse^ — **for the Lord 
hatli spoken it^' Will it not come to pass ? Who t 
can presume to doubt the never-faUing mercy and 
love of God? It hath no end. 

Isa. XXX. 8. " Now go, write it before them 
in a table^ and note it in a book, that it may be for 
tlie time to come for ever and ever.'' After these » 
sublime declarationsi he is directed to write them 
in a table and in a book, that it may be, for the 
timeto come, for ever and ever; for a very long 
period of time, namely for ever and ever : and, as I 
conceive, as long as this world shall last 

Isa. XXX. 18, 19, 20, 26. « And therefore will 
the Lord wait, that he may be gracioua unto you, 
and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have 
mercy upon you : for the Lord is a God of judg- 
ment: blessed are all they that wait for him. For 
the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem : thou 
shalt weep no more : he will be very gracious unto 
thee, at the voice of thy cry ; when he shall hear it, 
he will answer thee. And though the Lord give 
you the bread of adversity, and the water of afflic- 
tion, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a 
corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy 
teachers. Moreover, the light of the moon shaU be 
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as the light of the sun, and the light of the suu 
shall be seven-fold, as the light of seven days, in 
the day that the Lord hindeth up the breach of his 
people, and healeth the stroke of their wound." 
This sweet and delightful passage of Scripture; this 
splendid appearance of the great mercy and good- 
ness of God, is a proof of the return of the Jews 
to their ancient city, once the most beautiful in the 
world ; then will they weep no more, 

Isa. xl. 5. " And the glory of the Lord shaU 
be revealed, and all Jleah shall see it together : for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." The glory 
of the Lord will then be fully revealed ; then will all 
kindreds and nations be assembled together in one 
place ; all will see the glory of the Lord, not as 
through a glass darkened, but face to face. Cer- 
tainly this time will come, for "the Lord" hath 
spoken it. There will be no one, no not one will be 
exempt, not one left behind, all flesh shall see it 
together, consequently aU in one place, where the 
most complete happiness wUL remain eternally. 

Isa. xliii. 6, 7, 25. " I will say to the north, 
give up ; and to the south, keep not hack: bring 
my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends 
of the earth ; even every one that is called by my 
name : for I have created him for my glory y I have 
formed him; yea, I have made him. I, even I, 
am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine 
onn sake, and will not remember thy sins." The 



true, the pure, the very estience of love is breftUied I 
here, and the Rev. J. White, in his ^i^oi-Jc, en- 
titled 7%e ReHoratiim of M Things^ p. 1S4^ bath 
8o emphatically expressed it, that it for, verjr fiv, I 
exceeds anything I can say on so snhlime a snlvject; 

I shall therefore give yon his own words w^ords 

which show how highly gifted this great man 
was: — 

^< This incomprehensible love is made up of brea.dtb3 
and leDgtbsy and depths and heights, which pass all zmder- 
standing;— here is a depth without any bottom — a height 
without auy bound— a breadth, a length withoat ^ny \ 

measure ; this is a love which stretcheth forth Itself be* 
neath, above, through, and beyond all things — a love wbicii 
at once extends and exceeds all understandings and <*apa- 
cities— a love which bath in it all the fulness of the God- 
bead, an inexhaustible spring, fountain, ocean of love and 
goodoesss without beginniug or end, without bottom or 
bound — a love, in which, as hath been said, where sin bath 
abounded grace doth much more superabound. O, tell 
me, where is this superabounding grace, and how is this 
text true, if it leaves sin and death reigning and triumphing 
over the greatest part of mankind ? If the evil that abound 
in the creatures can exceed the love and goodness in God, 
shall infbkiU and eternal love /at7— shall the sovereignty 
and wrath of God outlive his love, his grace, his sweet- 
Dcss ? — is this wrath greater and stronger than bis love ? 
—is it not a servant to it? — do not all his attributes serve 
his love ?— Kjan there be any supreme evil ? — and can God 
cease to be God ? — which he must do when be ceaseth 4o 
be good. Let us then take heed we set no bounds to that 
which is unbounded. How dare we to say to this Great 
Ocean of Love, Thus far shalt Thou go and no further?^' 
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Isa. xlv. 18. ^* For thus saitli the Lord that 

created the heavens ; God himself that formed the 

earth and made it ; he hath established it, he created 

it not in vaiuy he formed it to be inhabited: I am 

the Lord ; and there is none else/^ As no one can 

doubt the fore-knowledge of the Almighty God, I 

think no one will attempt to pervert this charming 

declaration, " he created notliing in vain." When 

God created the heavens, and formed the earth, he 

pronounced it to be good. His Omniscience was such 

that he knew the frailty of man, and the result of it; 

consequently, nothing but good could be in the end. 

Isa. 1. 2. ^^ Is my hand shortened at aU, that it 

cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver?" 

It evidently appears from a former quotation, that 

the Almighty formed us and all the heavenly 

host for hia glory y and that he created nothing in 

vain ; and now (although by way of question) it is 

proved, that his hand is not shortened, and that he 

hath power to deliver ; there can be no doubt of our 

being delivered from the power of the evil one, and 

redeemed from bondage, ransomed from captivity, 

released from prison, and finally made happy. — 

Hii justice must be satisfied ; and who can tell 

the extent of satisfaction required to make *^ us pure," 

and pure we must be before we can enter eternal 

bliss? But if any doubt remained in my mind of 

the universal redemption of the fallen angels and 

the whole of mankind^ this passage would have been 

sufficient to remove it. 
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Isa. Ixvi. 18. " For I know their works and 
their thoughts : it shall come, that I will gather all 
nations and tongues ; and they shall come and see 
my glory." Here is a long train of evidence; a 
chain linked together in the strongest and firmest 
manner possible. I can find nowhere any thing 
that can set aside such clear proofs as I have quoted 
from Isaiah. It is too good, too sublime to be passed 
over in silence. I must pause here a little, and en- 
deavour to show, from these beautiful and sublime 
passages of Scripture, the truth of this doctrine, 
beginning first with the 24th chap. Isaiah, where 
we find that the wicked will be shut up in prison for 
many days ; but after, they will be visited, not left 
in torment for endless ages. Proceeding, we shall 
find, that God will destroy the covering cast over all, 
and the veil that is spread over all nations. — The 
quotations from the 30th chap. Isaiah, clearly show 
the loving kindness and mercy of God towards the 
Jews, which is consonant and in unison with the 
doctrine of restoration ; as, beyond all doubt, this 
race of people will be restored to their land. — Oh ! 
how delightful are the words in the 40th chap, the 
5th ver. " The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all fiesh shall see it" This is comprehensive to 
the fullest degree, '* all fiesh shall see it ; " and with 
what an emphasis ts it written. How clearly and 
positively is it asserted, — " for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it." — Passing on to the 43rd chap, the 
6th and 7th vers, the Almighty, in speaking of the 
Jews, declares that he created them for his glory ; 
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and lias he not also created us for his glory ? Yes, 
my friends, he has not formed ns in vain, but for his 
glory ; how then dare we rebel against him. And in 
the 2oth ver. you will find that our transgressions will 
be blotted out, and our sins will be remembered no 
more. From this I infer that after certain punish- 
ments, then the time will come, when our sins will be 
remembered no more. — In the 45th chap. Isaiah, 
13th ver. ^* I have raised him up in ' righteous- 
ness, and I will direct all his ways : he shall build 
my city, and he shall let go my captives^ not for price 
nor reward, saith the Lord of Hosts." The 18th ver. 
says, " He created it not in vain, he formed it to be 
inhabited: I am the Lord ; and there is none else."' 
The city here spoken of, I consider to be the new 
Jerusalem ; and then it is that the captives will be 
released from their prisons, not for price or reward, 
but of the free will and great gift of God, as he saith 
he created nothing in vain, but built the city to be in- 
habited. The sense and meaning of this is evidently 
kept up in the 23rd verse of the same chapter, but in 
a stronger, and in a plainer way, and so clear that no 
one can mistake it. ^* I have sworn by myself, the 
word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return^ That unto me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall srvear.^^ Here we see that after 
their return from captivity every knee shall bow and 
every tongue shall smear. If the torment were to 
continue to endless ages, this passage must be wrong ; 
for how or where would the consistency appear? 
It could not be ; one thing would contradict th'^ 
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other. Is it possible that every knee should bow^ 
and every tongue confess^ if torture were to be con- 
tinued to endless ogee ? And, in like manner, this 
beautiful panssage . is continued in the 57th chap. 
Isaiah, 16th ver. " For I will not contend for every 
neither will I be always wroth, for the spirit should 
fail before me, and the souls which I have made.^^ 
Here the God of love declares, that he will not con- 
tend " for ever," that he will not be " always wroth," 
as the spirit would fail him, and the souls which he 
had made. This is another strong proof that the 
time will come when all the souls which he hath 
made will ultimately be happy. The further I proceed 
in reading the Bible, the stronger and clearer are 
the proofs of universal restoration. Why then 
should not this Divine light, this glorious lustre, be 
shown to man? Has all the horrible doctrine of 
everlasting punishment, as I have before observed, 
prevented or deterred men from sinning ? No. It 
has, in my opinion, produced quite a contrary effect. 
Instead of reclaiming men, many have given them- 
selves up to despair, and consider God a God of 
every thing but love. But he has declared in 
the following chapter, and the fact is, that he hath 
chosen to let the oppressed go free ; as will appear 
in the 58th chap. Isaiah, 6th ver. " Is not this the 
fast, that 1 have chosen to loose the bands of wicked- 
ness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke ?" 
Who then will attempt to deny God's word ? Who 
will dare to say, punishment will be eternal ? when 
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Grod himself lias declared, that it is a fast that he 
hath chosen to loose the bands ; and what bands ? 
not the bands of the righteous, for they need no 
bands ; but to loose the bands of the wicked ; to 
undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke. Mark ye ! Hear these 
impressivie words : — Break every yoke ; not one yoke 
will be left, for every yoke wiU be broken ; and in 
order that we should not be mistaken as to who it is 
that speaketh these kind words, in the 60th chap, 
and 16th ver. he tells us, ^^And thou shalt know 
that I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, 
the mighty One of Jacob." What comfortable 
words are these, to find that God will be our 
Redeemer. Now, if there be no hell there would 
be no need of a Redeemer. As certain as there is 
a place of torment, so certain is it that we shall be 
redeemed from it; but at what time, or what 
extent of punishment we shall undergo, we cannot 
tell ; but that a messenger will be sent in tlie latter 
days to proclaim liberty, is evident from the 61st 
chap, and 1st ver. " The Spirit of the Lord God 
is upon me ; because the Lord hath anointed me 
to preach good tidings unto the meek ; he hath sent 
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives ^ and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound." And in the 2nd ver. 
" To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
the day of vengeance of our God ; to comfort all that 
mourn." Here again is another proof, that after a 
time, sinners will become meek, and that the glad 
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tidings will be proclaimed onto them. The broken 
heart will be bound up ; the prisons will be opened, 
and the captives wifrte and at liberty, and tbmt will 
be in the acceptable year that the Lord will choose. 
But who can tell how far distant that year may be ? 
Tremble, sinful man, and think how dreadful is the 
wratli of God; although not everlasting, yet yon 
may be assured, that the day of vengeance will 
rome, as he hath denounced in this verse I am now 
quoting ; and yet, although he taketh vengeance, he 
will comfort all that mourn. What delightful and 
comforting words do we find in Jeremiah ! 

Jeremiali xxxiii. 8. ^' And I will cleanse them 
from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned 
against me ; and I will pardon all their iniquities^ 
whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have 
transgressed against me/^ God has here declared, 
that he will cleanse us <' from all our iniquities,'^ and 
tiiat he wiU pardon our sins. Where then is the 
man who dares say, in contradiction to the Almighty, 
that he will not pardon, but punish for ever? 

Esekiel xxxvii. 25. ** And they shall dwell 
tn t)ie land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall 
dwell therein, even they and their children, and their 
children's children, for ever : and my servant David 
Khali be tlieir prince j^ «rer." The meaning of the 
words *^ for ever'' is here evidently and plainly Bhown: 
nothing can be plainer. Let me ask, do the 
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Israelites now dwell in the land here spoken of, 
and has not David, their king^ been dead many 
centuries ? 

Ezek. xxxvii. 26. " Moreover, I wiU make 
a covenant of peace with them ; it shall be 
an everlaMing covenant with them ; and I will 
place them, and multiply them, and will set my 
sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.'*'' 
Here is a passage, if possible, stiU stronger than 
any before quoted; the words "everlasting" and 
" evermore," are both made use of, yet, notwith- 
standing, those who preach the shocking doctrine 
of Eternal Punishment^ cannot, or will not, give up 
their opinions on this momentous point, although 
many of them, as well as myself, know that the sanc- 
tuary of the Jews is not in existence, consequently 
this everlasting covenant must have ceased also. 

Hosea xiii. 4. " Yet I am the Lord thy God 
from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no 
God but me : for there is no Saviour beside me." 
Those who read this verse attentively, and reflect 
upon it, cannot wonder that there should be persons 
who call themselves Unitarians. 

Joel ii. 13. " And rend your heart and not 
your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God : 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil." 
This word " repenteth " cannot be proper, if intended 
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to be applied to the Deity^ for we read, in another 
part of the sacred yolamey that God is not like man, 
that he should lie or repent. He is infinite in 
wisdom, and boundless in love. And may we say 
with the poet : — 

'* Happy the heart where graces reigo. 

Where lote inspires the bretut ! 
Love is the brightest of the traiD, 

And perfects all the rest. 

Knowledge, alas ! His all in yain, 

And all in vain our fear ; 
Oar stubborn sins will fight and reign. 

If love be absent there. 

This is the grace that lives and sings^ 

When faith and hope shall cease ; 
Tis this shall strike our joyful strings, 

In the sweet realms of bliss. 

When joinM in that harmonious throng, 

That fill the choirs above ; 
Then we shall tune our golden harps. 

And every note be love^ 

Joel iii. 20. <^ But Judah shall dwell for ever, 
and Jerusalem from generation to generatiou.^^ 
Does the city of Judah exist now ? My friends, 
there are hundreds of passages to be found in the 
Bible clearly showing that the words ybr ever were 
only intended to convey the meaning of a long period 
of time. 
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Micah vii. 18. "Who is a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the 
transgressions of the remnant of his heritage ? he 
retaineth not his anger for ever, because he de- 
lighteth in mercy/^ Here is a complete explanation ; 
first we are told that he pardoneth iniquity, and then 
why he pardoneth, "because he delighteth in mercy." 
How then can men suppose that he, who delighteth 
in mercy, can punish for ever and every and that 
there will be no end to the torments. Such doctrines 
serve only to lessen, and, I had almost said, to 
debase, him who is all goodness, and boundless in 
love, for he retaineth not his anger for ever, but 
delighteth in mercy. 

Mic. vii. 19. "He will turn again, he will 
have compassion upon us : he will subdue our iniqui- 
ties : and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths 
of the sea." Here is a passage sufficient for a 
sermon of an hour long ; but as my comments hitherto 
have been brief, I shall pursue the same course : — 
First, observe, " He will turn again ;" secondly, 
" He will have compassion;" thirdly, "He will sub- 
due our iniquities ;" and lastly, " He will cast them 
into the depths of the sea." What comfortable 
words are these to poor sinners ! I do not intend by 
this to encourage sin, be it far, very far from me. 
It is evident that punishment comes first, and who 
can tell how great that punishment will be, and to 
what extent it may continue ? It is impossible to say 
to what length of time, but certainly not to all 
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eternity; — ^without doubt, until our paasions are I 

Bubdnedy and our Bins forgiven. I am about to / 

make a short digression from this subject. In many 
parts of the Bible we have abundant explanations, 
in the margins, of certain words and certain pas- 
sages, which, without those references to the Hebrew 
signification, would be quite unintelligible. It 
therefore appears to me rather strange, at this 
time, when education has become so general, and 
so many Bibles are printed, that they do not explain 
those passages and words, or give some reference 
to their meaning, as was done in the old and original 
versions. For instance, the meaning of the word 
<^ Shigionoth,^^ no one but a Hebrew scholar can 
tell. So that in a few years this, and many other 
explanations will be lost to the world, unless a few 
of the old printed Bibles are preserved ; and then 
they, from becoming scarce, wiU be lost to the 
community in general, for in that case, no one but 
the rich will be able to obtain a sight of them. In 
the original, nearly the whole of this chapter has 
notes to every verse. This word Shigitmoth signifies 
a variableness of songs or tunes. The third chapter 
of Micah begins thus: <^ A prayer of Habakkuk the 
prophet unto Sh%gi<moth,^^ Without this explanation, 
some might suppose that he was praying to some other 
god. The word " Selah,^' which so frequently occurs 
in the Psalms, was used as we do the word " Amen.'* 

I have entitled this book A Spark to Illu- 
fNiiie; in truth it is but a Spark, and that a very 
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small one. Yet, small as it is, it may kindle into a 
flame of sacli magnitude, and of sncli exquisite 
brilliancy, that it will be seen tbrough the whole 
universe ; and, being reflected by the mirror of GoeTa 
love, it will extend to every clime, and descend to 
the regions below, even to the dark and dismal abyss 
of hell. I am led to this belief, upon reading Isaiah 
Ivii. 16. " For I will not contend for ever, neither 
will I be always wroth, for the spirit would fail 
before me, and the souls which I have made.^' 
Are not those unhappy and miserable beings, 
the fallen angels, the work of his hands? Are 
they not souls which he made, and were they 
not beings of a very superior nature to us ? Yet 
they have done amiss ; they have fallen, and are now 
tormented ; but the great God of the universe hath 
declared, he wiU not contend for ever. Will he then 
restore us, and leave them in torment? No: by 
just punishment they will be humbled, they will be 
purged and purified, but finally restored to Heaven. 
To strengthen my argument, I shall quote two pas- 
sages from Dr. Thomas Burnett, Master of the 
Charter-House, and author of a book entitled The 
Theory of the Earth : in a Treatise in Latin, that was 
printed in English before his death, entitled, The 
State of Departed SoulSf p. 343, he says : — 

'< The soal flies from the thought, and abhors the 
remembrance of everlasting misery; and several things 
have occurred to me, while I have been thinking on this 
subject, by which I am sensible that others have been per- 
suaded, as well as myself, that God neither will nor can 
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endure the perpelaal affliction and torment of his own 
creatures. — p. 344. That God sboald condemn his own 
creatures to a state of eternal misery, and shonld retain 
them in that state, seems to be repagnant both to I>iTine 
wisdom and goodness, and, I may add,jastice.'^ 

Now to think these miserable souls are so far 
amiss as to be beyond the power of all redress and 
restitntiou, is to suppose God made some of hif* 
creatures very untowardly : and that when he pro- 
nounced them all very good, he looked only at their 
primitive state ; for certainly if he had cast his eyes 
to all possible condition they might afterwards fall mto, 
and see this never-to-be-ended doom of intolerable 
pain and anguish of body and mind> the infinite 
compassionateness of his blessed nature would scarcely 
have given so cheerful an approbation to the works of 
his hands. But then, to think they are not beyond the 
power of redress and recovery, and that that great 
punishment they shall undergo at the end of this 
world may contribute thereto, and yet to imagine 
they shall, for all this their disposition^ be still 
kept in it for ever and ever, is to fix a harsh 
note upon the mercy and equity of the righteous 
judge of all the world; when, the same temper in 
man, we should execrate and abominate. 

This work of mine is not produced from a 
momentary effusion of the brain. It is not the 
thought of a moment. I read the Bible through in 
the year 1821, and made many extracts from it, and 
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in the month of November, 1827, I began it again, 
and had proceeded no further than this very part, 
( Micah.) I had, nevertheless, in the mean time read 
over and over again many of the passages alluded to, 
and several authors both for and against the 
doctrine of Universal Restoration ; and the more I 
read the more I reflected, the more was I convinced 
of its Divine truth, and the more consistent it 
appeared to me to the high sense I entertained of the 
infinite goodness, and perfection of the God of all 
the universe ; who tells us, that he hath created 
nothing in vain, that there shaU. be but one fold, and 
one shepherd, — that all the ends of the world shall 
come and worship before him ; that the time will 
come when there will be no more crying, no more 
sorrow, and no more pain, of which I have not the 
least doubt. I am fully convinced of it, notwith- 
standing what may have been said to the contrary. 

In the book of Zechariah, it is plainly foretold, 
that the Jews (who are so much despised) will return 
to their own land, and I firmly believe they will. 
This people, it is well known, are all Deists, yet 
we are told that they were a highly favoured people, 
but now much punished. Yet my friends if you 
believe at all in the Bible, you must agree with me 
that the time will come when they will return to their 
own land, and be again a people. Let me ask, i» 
not this figurative of the punishment of a future 
world, and of the promised happiness afterwards? 
But let us reflect for a moment, and draw a com- 
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parison^ and ask ourselves^ — How long^ or how 
mauj years have tlie Jews been punished in this 
world ? and how many more years are they yet to 
endure it? and then say to ourselves, — If we are to 
be punished in the world to come, only to the extent 
of time that the Jews have been punished in this, tvAo 
can endure it ? and our punishment may be, perhaps, 
tenfold more than theirs. Surely this reflection must 
make the most stout hearted tremble ! 

II. Esdras ii. 14. <^ Take heaven and earth to 
witness, for I have broken the evil to pieces and 
created the good: fori live saith the Lord.^^ — 15th 
ver. <^ Mother, embrace thy children, and bring' 
them up with gladness, make their feet fast as a 
pillar: for I have chosen thee saith the Lord/** 
What comfortable language is this, how sweet, how 
inviting, are these words, and of what great im- 
portance are they to us! for the great Jehovah here 
calls the heaven and earth to witness, — <^ for I have 
broken the evil to pieces and created the good^'' Were 
not then these words intended for our observation ? 
Surely they were never intended to be passed over in 
sUence, and without comment — No; but for our 
comfort and for our peace. 30th ver. " Be joyful 
oh thou mother with thy children, for I will deliver 
thee saith the Lord.^^ 31st ver. ^'Remember thy 
children that sleep, for I shall bring them out of 
the sides of the earth, and shew mercy unto them, 
for I am merciful saith the Lord Almighty.'^ 32d 
ver. << Embrace thy children until I come and shew 



47 

mercy unto them : for my wells ruu over, and my 
grace shall not fail/^ O what glad tidings are 
these to find that God is merciful ! here we are 
told that he will shew mercy, the reason is also 
given, " because he is merciful." Here we are told 
to be joyful, for what are we to rejoice ? because 
the Lord will deliver us; and further, because the 
Lord hath promised not only out of the earth or 
grave, but because he hath said, he will shew 
mercy unto us : — the cause assigned is — he is 
the Lord Almighty. Again he tells us to embrace 
our children and to shew mercy unto them. Is it 
possible my friends, that he can ask us, frail mortals, 
to shew mercy unto our children when he will not 
have mercy upon us, hut puniah ua time without 
end? No ; the foregoing plainly and clearly shews 
us the contrary, and is pointed out in much stronger 
language, by telling us, that his " wells run over" 
and that his grace will "not fail." What heavenly 
love is this ! This is the very essence of love ; 
this is, indeed, love Divine, and who shall 
gainsay it? In the 7th chapter, 33rd ver. "And 
the most high shall appear upon the seat of judg- 
ment, and misery shall pass away, and the long 
suffering shall have an end." From this it is 
evident that judgment wiU come, and that punish- 
ment will follow, as the words are "long suffering.'' 
Who can tell to what a length of time the punishment 
or long suffering may continue ? but blessed be God 
it will have an end, and misery will pass away. 
Where is the man who can gainsay these words ? 
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Misery shall pass away, and long suffering nhall 
have an end. If misery is to pass away, eternal 
punishment cannot exist; it is evident that our 
suffering, although long, must cease. In order 
to render these expressions, if possible, strong^er, 
we read in the 43d verse of the same chapter: 
** But the day of doom shall be the end of this 
time : and the beginning of inmnortality for to come, 
wherein corruption is past.^^ From this I infer 
that the time will come when we shall become 
immortal, and corruption will cease, viz. : after we 
have been made pure, — after we have been through 
the refiner^s fire. As no corrupt or impure thing can 
enter the realms of bliss, we must be made pure, 
we must be refined as gold is made pure; then 
wiU corruption pi^ss away and immortaUty begin. 

Before I proceed to my next quotation, I must 
beg you to pause awhile, and prepare your minds 
for the plainest, the strongest language which is 
written throughout the Bible — for a passage that 
cannot have been read by many, if any, of those who 
preach in such strong language, eternal damnation, or 
they must be blind, and obstinate, and unwilling to 
see this glorious light, although as clear and as plain 
as the sunshine at mid-day. If one part of the 
Bible be true, why not believe in the whole ? It is 
called the Word of God, and when this is generally 
admitted, how is it that this Divine love is hid from 
man ? Why are they not told by preachers that his 
mercy is over all his works, and that he created 
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nothing in vain ; that his love is infinite^ and passeth 
all understanding. Now follow the snblime words 
of the prophet on this momentoas and most im- 
portant subject. 

II. Esdras vii. 46. ^' I answered then and said, 
this is mj first and last saying, that it had been better 
not to have given the earth to Adam, or else when 
it was given him, to have restrained him from 
sinning." And then directly follows the 47th verse : 
^^ For what profit is it for man in the present time 
to live in heaviness, and after death to look for 
punishment ?" And in the 49th verse : " For what 
is it unto us, if there be an inmiortal time, whereas 
we have done the works that bring death ? " — The 
53rd verse : ^^ And that there should be showed a 
Paradise whose fruit endureth for ever ; wherein is 
security and medicine,* sith we shall not enter into 
it." M ark, first, the prophet, in speaking the words of 
God himself, prefaces this sublime subject by observ- 
ing, ^^ This is my first and last sa3ring," as if he was 
declaring '^This and these are my first and last de- 
crees, and shall not be altered." It had been better not 
to have given the earth to Adam, than after creating 
and aUowing him to live a short time upon earth, 
to punish him with everlasting misery. It is well 
known that in this life but few are happy, let their 
stations be what they may — that we live heavily, as 
the prophet reasons — What profiteth it us, if there 

* The original word was fulness, uoim§dicin4. 
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be Ml immiNrtal time if we can never see it, and be 
shoired • paradise wbose frnit enduretb for ever, 
if we are not to enter this paradise, and iBste 
its frnit ? 

Esd. vii. 62 to 68. '' 1 answered them and said, 
1 know, Lord, that the Most High is called Merci- 
ful, in that he hath mercy upon them which are not 
yet come into the world. And npon those also that 
turn to his law. And that he is patient, and long 
snffereth those that have sinned, as his creatures. 
And that he is bountiful; for he is ready to give 
where it needeth. And that he is of great mercy, 
for he multiplieth more and more mercies to them 
that are present, and that are past, and also to them 
which are to come. For if he shall not multiply his 
mercies, the world would not continue with them 
that inherit therein. And he pardoneth : for if he 
did not so of his goodness, that they which have 
committed iniquities, might be eased of them, the 
ten-thousandth part of men should not remain 
living.^^ Here follows such a long train of proof of 
his boundless love and infinite mercy, that if well 
considered, we may say, how can man be so 
ungrateful as to sin against such Divine love ? This, 
surely, if men were stimulated by invitations to taste 
of this love, rather than by so much terrible threaten- 
ing, would induce and cause them to live better lives ; 
as we find that but for this love for his creatures, not 
the ten-thousandth part of men would remain living 
npon tiie earth. 
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Esd. viii. 35. ^^ For in truth there is no man 
among them that be born, but he hath dealt 
wickedly: and among the faithful there is none 
which hath not done amiss/^ Now, as there is no 
man living that hath not sinned, even among the 
faithful, are we not then all impure ? and if impure, 
how can we, even the best of us, enter eternal bliss? 
We are all unprofitable ; ^^ there is none that doeth 
good, no not oneJ*'* But we shall be made pure ; we 
shall all be made clean ; we shall be made white and 
pure as snow, before we can enter the Holy of Holies, 
A surgeon might say, ** The less impure the body, 
the less purification we shall require ;^^ shall we then 
not endeavour to purify our souls, and cleanse our- 
selves from our sins. 

Esd. viii. 54. " Sorrows are passed away, and 
in the end are showed the treasure of immortality.^^ 
Here again we find that sorrow wiU come, and also 
that in the end it will pass away; and likewise that 
immortality will come. What is implied by this 
sorrow but punishment? and for what purpose, let 
me ask, are men punished in this world, but witli 
the hope of making them better subjects ? What I 
have endeavoured to show you before, will be more 
plainly seen in 

Tobit xiii. 2. " For he doth scourge, and hath 
mercy. He leadeth down to hell, and bringeth up 
again : neither is there any that can avoid his 
hand.^^ As much as to say : all have done wickedly, 
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and all shall be punished, bat finally all shall be 
happy ; which is proved in the dih ver. of the same 
chapter: « And he will scourge us for our iniquity, 
and will have mercy again/^ Here you see, that 
although we go down to hell and are scourged, none 
can avoid his hand, yet he will have mercy, and 
we shall be brought up again. As I proceeded to 
read the Bible, printed by Johli Hayes, in the year 
1670, 1 found in the margin of that book, opposite 
the 5th ver. of ibe 16th chap, of Tobit, that the 
words ybr ever are not in the Roman copy. 

Wisdom of Solomon ii. 23. ** For God created 
man to be immortal, and made him to be an image 
of his own eternity." Let me ask, is God^s hand 
shortened ? Are his eternal purposes to be frus- 
trated and polluted by man ? Shall his mercy and 
truth be hid from the world? If he created man to 
be immortal, will he not finally be immortal ? Shall 
the image of eternity be eternally left in misery? 
No ; he must cease to be God when he ceases to be 
good. Good and great he was from the beginning, 
and will ever remain the same. Oh! that I had the 
pen of a ready writer — that I had the eloquence of 
a Milton — that I had the ability of a Law, then would 
I gladly spend the whole of my time in endeavouring 
to enlighten men^s minds, to teach them true 
wisdom, to lead them to truth, and to show them the 
way that leads to eternal bliss. My constant prayer 
is that this feeble attempt may fall into the hands 
of some more able writer, that this long-hidden 
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treasure of mercj and loving kindness may be 
known tlironghout the wkole worlds and no longer 
be kept from mankind. Wliat a glorious ligbt 
would this be to show men the way to glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven. After mature 
consideration^ I think I should fail in my duty 
to mankind, if I were to bury the talent I have, 
(however small it may be,) in the earth, or to hide 
the light I have seen, and not endeavour to explain 
my inward feelings, as far as I am able, in such a 
way as to clear all doubts on this important subject, 
. and thus by placing this talent out at usury, I may 
be ready with my account when the Lord cometh to 
demand of me, '^ Hadst thou not one talent ?^^ 
As I proceed in reading this Divine work,, the more 
am I convinced that love and mercy about him dwell, 
and that he created us for his glory — that his 
Divine purposes are to amend our ways, and to make 
us fit to dwell with him. Shall I not then tell the 
sinner that there is mercy for him if he repent ; and, 
at the same time, inform him, that punishment 
awaiteth the wicked, and all the people that forget 
God ? and shall I not make him a better man if I 
convince him that the Almighty will punish him 
according to the deeds done in the body, and to snch 
an extent, as divine justice may require ? 

In order to elucidate, to make clearer and 
plainer, the doctrine I profess to believe in, I 
shall quote a few sentences from Mn John Evans' 
Sketch of the Denomtnattona of the Christian 
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World i where he explains the tenets of tlie 
UniTenialistB — 

M The UnivenaiiitSy properly so called, are those who 
believe that Christ died for ail ; so before he shall have 
delivered op his mediatorial kingdom to the Father, aU shall 
be brought to a participation of the benefits of his death, 
in the restoration of holiness and happiness. Their scheme 
inclodes a reconciliation of the tenets of Calvinism and 
Armenianism, by uniting the leading doctrines of both, as 
far as they are foand in the Scriptures ; from which union 
they think the sentiment of universal restoration naturally 
flows. 

''Thus they reason : — ^'Armenians prove from Scripture, 
that God is love; that be is good to all; that his tender 
mercy is over all his works ; fhat he gave bis son for the 
world ; that Christ died for the world, even for the whole 
world ; and that God will have all men to be saved. 

« * The Calvinist proves also from Scriptare, that God 
is without variableness or shadow of turning ; that his love, 
like himself, alters not ; that the death of Christ will be effi- 
cacious towards all for whom it was intended ; that God 
will perform all his pleasure, and that his council shall 
stand. The union of these scriptural principles, is the 
final restoration of all men/ 

'< The Universalists teach the doctrine of election; but 
not in the exclusive Calvinlstic sense of it : they suppose 
that God hath chosen some for the good of all ; and that 
his final purpose to all is intimated by his calling his elect 
the first bom, and the first fruit of his creatures, which 
(say they) Implies other branches of his family, and a 
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further in-gathering of the harvest of mankind. They 
teach also that the righteons shall have part in the first 
resurrection, shall be blessed and happy, and be made 
priests and kings to God and to Christ in the millennial 
kingdom, and that over them the second death shall have 
no power; that the wicked will receive a punishment 
apportioned to their crimes; that punishment itself is a 
mediatorial work, and founded upon mercy ; consequently 
that is a means of bumbling, subduing, and finally re- 
conciling the sinner to God. 

<< They add, that the words everUutingy eternal^ for 
every and/or ever and every in the Scriptures, are frequently 
used to express the duration of things that have ended, or 
must end ; and if, it is contended, that these words are 
sometimes used to express proper eternityy they answer, 
that then the subject with which the words are connected, 
must determine the sense of them ; and as there is nothing 
in the nature of future punishment, which can be rendered 
as a reason why it should be endless, they infer that the 
above words ought always to be taken in a limited sense 
when connected with the infliction of misery. 

The Universalists contend, that taking it in any 
other sense, it would not be consistent with the scriptural 
character of the Deity, and in contradiction to many parts 
of the Bible : such as << the restitution of all things — the 
gathering together of all things in Christ — ^the redemption 
of the world — ^the reconciliation of all things to the Father 
by the blood of the cross — ^the destruction of death, <fcc.^^ 
when there shall be no more cryiiig, no more sorrow, and 
no more pain. 

'< The Scriptures uniformly teach degrees of punish- 
ment, according to transgression; but does the extinc' 
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more elFectaally destroyed than the least ? Again, we are 
taught that, however dark the part of the Divine condact 
may appear in the present state, yet justice will be clear 
and decisive in its operations hereafter ; bat the doctrine 
of destroction (in their judgment) does not admit of this ; 
for what is the surprising difference betwixt the moral cha- 
racter of the worst good man and the be»i bad man, that 
the portion of the one should be endless life, and that the 
other endless death ? ^' 

Shall this one shade, this one grain, then turn 
one scale to endless happiness, and the other to 
endless torment ? 

«< They suppose the universal doctrine to be most con- 
sonant to the perfection of the Deity — most worthy of the 
character of Christ, as the Mediator; and that the Scriptures 
cannot be made consistent with themselves, upon any other 
plan. They teach that ardent love to God, peace, meek- 
ness, candour, and universal love to men, are the natural re- 
sult of their views/ ** As I have stated, so does this Author 
— that this doctrine is not new. '< Origen, a Christian 
Father, who lived in the third century, \vrote in favour of 
it. St. Augustine, of Hippo, mentions some divines in bis 
day, whom he calls the merciful doctors who held it. 
The German Baptists, many of them, even before the 
Reformation, propagated it. The people called Tuukers, 
^u America, descended from the German Baptists, mostly 
held it. The Mennonites, in Holland, have long held it. 
In England, about the latter end of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, Dr. Rust, Bishop of Dromore, io Ireland, published 
A Letter qf Resolutions concerning Origen^ and the chief 
qf his Opinions^ in which it has been thought be favoured 
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the Uniyersal doctrine, which Origen held. And Mr. Jere- 
miah White wrote his Book in favoar of the same seoti- 
men Is soon afterwards. The Chevalier Ramsay, in his 
elaborate Work of-^The Philosophical Principles of Na- 
tural and Revealed Religiony espouses it. Archbishop 
Tillotson, in one of his sermons, supposes future punish- 
ment to be of limited duration, as does Dr. Burnett, Master 
of the Charter-House, in his Book on the State of the Dead. 

*' But the writers of late years, who have defended 
the subject more fully, are Dr. Newton, Bishop of Bristol 
in his Dissertations; Mr. Stonehouse, Rector of Islington; 
Dr. CbauDcy, of Boston, in America; Dr. Hartley, in his 
profound work on Man ; Mr. Purves, of Edinburgh ; Mr. 
Elhanan Winchester, in his Dialogues on Universal Resto- 
ration, a new edition of which, has been published by 
Mr. William Vidler— see the Universalisfs Miscellany, 
now entitled The Monthly Repository of Theology and 
General Literature ; containing many valuable papers for 
and against Universal Restoration, where the controversy 
on the subject between Mr. Vidler and Mr. Fuller, will be 
found.'' Winchester also wrote on the Prophecies to be 
fulfilled. " The Rev. Mr. Browne, a Clergyman of the 
Church of England, has produced an Essay on this subject. 
Mr. R. Wright, of Wisbech, has also written a tract, called 
The Eternity of Hell Torments Indefensiblcy in reply to 
Dr. Ryland. The late Mr. N. Scarlett likewise published 
a new Translation of the Testament, in which the Greek 
term oLiWy in the singular and plural, is rendered age and 
ages, and in his Appendix, proposed that its derivative, 
dxmotafy should be rendered age-lasting, instead of ever- 
lasting and eternal. 

" For still further information, the reader is referred to 
the critical Work, entitled An Essay on the Duration of 
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a future State of PunUhment and Retcards, by John 
Simpson, wbo has written several excellent pieces, for tbe 
illasfraUon of Chri8tianit3\'* 

If Dr. Wriglit was not a Universalist, he was 
a highly-gifted, man, and entertained some of those 
fine feelings whicli they profess to have ; his exalted 
ideas of the Deity are shown in his work, called 
Wright 8 Life of Christy where he so beaatifnlly and 
emphatically expresses himself: — 

'^ The great Creator and Preserver of men, may be, 
with tbe greatest propriety, called oar Father ; for it is to 
his almighty power, that we owe oar existence : he is, in a 
pecaliar and distingQishing manner, called the Father of 
spirits, becaase be alone is the aathor of all spiritaal exist- 
ence. The form of oor bodies owes its original to his 
bonudless, onerriog, wisdom ; and all oar active powers*, are 
tbe prodace of his all-creating goodness. Nor is it only 
by right of creation, that the Eternal Godmay jasUy claim 
the title of our Father ; bat the same endearing appella- 
tion is dae to him, on account of oar daily preservation : be 
watches over as, with the care of a father, and we are con- 
stantly made sharers in the benefits of bis paternal tender- 
ness and protection. Bat there is still another and a more 
eropbatical sense, wherein God is the Father of bis people ; 
it is by tbe almighty power of his spirit, that they are 
regenerated; and this great work is frequently, in the 
New Testament, styled being born of God; by this it is 
that poor, lost, undone sinners, are formed anew, so that, 
partaking of this divine nature, they become bis children 
indeed, and are permitted to lift up their eyes to the great 
King of the universe, and call bim their Father. In the 
former sense, God is tbe Father of tbe creation, and a 
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parent to all bis creatures^ good or bad ; but iu the latter 
sense, he is a Father to his own people,* who are converted 
by his almighty power and spirit, enabled to believe in hiH 
Son, and to live such lives, as are consistent with the 
rules of his Gospel. Fafber is the most grand and 
magnificent title which can be found in the whole com- 
pass of nature, and it conveys the most honourable and 
lovely idea that can be formed in the human mind: 
it is particularly happy in marking the essential cha- 
racter of the true God, who is the great Father of the 
universe. This noble and tender appellation, not only 
displays bim as the first cause of all things, but gives as a 
beautiful and lovely idea of his tenderness and care, which 
he extends over all his creatures, whom he nourishetb witli 
an affection, and protects with a watchfulness and care> 
vastly superior to any earthly parent.f We are permitted 
and encouraged to call the eternal God our Father, to 
encourage our hope in his goodness and nierc}*, in granting 
us every requisite that is not improper to be bestowed; for a 
father would not deny a petition to his child, if it was in 
his power to give it, and the petition was fit to be granted ; 
and, at the same time, our being permitted to call God our 
Father, should raise in us a holy emulation, by exciting us 
to consider what sort of children they ought to be, who claim 
so high and honourable a relation. And our being exhorted 
to call God our Father, in the plural number, ought to put 
us iu mind, that we are all brethren, the children of one 
common parent, and that we should love one another in sin- 
cerity, and sincerely and fervently pray for the good of 
each other. We are reminded of our duty to forgive one 
another ; and we learn from hence, that a mild, placable, 

* But I would ask,— is he not the Father of as all ? Are we 
not all derived from him? Are we not all his sons though some 
are rebellious? 

t Here, you see, he admits of my hypothesis. 
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forgiving spirit, is not only well-pleasing to our heavenly 
Father, hat has a manifest tendency in its own nature, to 
prepare as, in the habitual temper of oar minds, for the 
forgiveness of God." 

It appears to me that many writers have kept 
back the truth, but why I cannot tell; I do not con- 
ceive it to be right. I shall therefore endeavour to 
withdraw the curtain, and disperse the dark clouds, 
^hat the sun may be seen in its full meridian light. 
You shall know what I have found, and see what I 
have seen, that you may believe in God, obey his 
word, and trust in his mercy, and serve him better^ 
and love him as you ought. Some persons have told 
me it is a dangerous doctrine, — we are afraid to believe 
in it. To these I reply, there can be no danger or 
fear in speaking the truth, — in showing this love and 
kindness of the Saving Lord, nor any fear in adopt- 
ing the precepts of the Bible, which I contend will 
bear me out. For we are invited in the kindest and 
most soothing manner — ** Come unto me all ye that 
are heavy laden and I will give you rest." How be- 
nevolent and affectionate are these words ! Shall we> 
then, that are heavily laden, keep back ? Will ye not 
listen to the charmer, charm he never so wisely? 
Come unto the Lord, and he will give rest unto your 
souls. Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be 
as wool. Come unto the Lord, for he will abundantly 
pardon. Come unto the Lord, ye that are back- 
sliders, for his mercies are great. Come ye sons of 
men, for he is your Father. Come all ye unto the 
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Lord, for lie created you. Come ye unto the Lord, 
for lie is a God of love. Come ye unto the God of 
all gods, and he will give you rest. I shall en- 
deavour to draw a comparison, and hope not to be 
called presumptuous by so doing. " If any man seeth 
a brother in distress and shutteth his bowels of com- 
passion against him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him?^"* will the infinite and compassionate God 
direct us to acts of benevolence, and withhold bin 
bounty? No, God so loved the world that he sent 
his beloved Son to be a propitiation for our sins. 
Again, we read that his mercy is greater than the 
heavens. Can we form any idea of the extent of the 
heavens ? Can we measure this immense space, — ^^ it 
hath no measure or bound ;^^ its magnitude is far, 
very far, beyond our conception; as we can form no , 
idea of the expanse of the heavens, we cannot set 
any bounds to his love ; it hath no bounds ; we can- 
not fathom the depth of his love; but if we could 
measure the heavens ; — his mercy is greater. May we 
with the pious Psalmist say — "Oh that men would 
therefore praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
glorify his holy name,'^ and seek the things that be- 
long to their eternal peace. 

Wisdom of Sol. xi. 24 and 25. « For thou lovest 
all things that are, and abhorreth nothing which 
thou hast made, for never wouldest thou have made 
any thing, if thou hadst hated it. And how could 
any thing have endured, if it had not been thy will ? 
or been preserved if not called by thee ? But thou 

G 
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sparest all^ for they are thine, O Lord, thou lover of 
souls." Those who profess to believe in Holy Writ 
— in the Bible — in the word of God, and in 
eternal punishments, let them read these verses, and 
then ask themselves, how their creed agrees with 
these inspired writings. I will leave them to their 
own reflections. They need no comment from me ; 
these Divine words speak more than I am able to 
speak. They speak volumes. 

Ecclesiasticns vL So. ^'Be willing to hear 
every godly discourse ; and let not the parable of 
understanding escape thee." Since we are directed 
to listen to every godly discourse, surely then there 
can be nothing wrong in my endeavouring to show 
you in what way I understand the foregoing passage in 
Scripture, nor in my endeavour to express my feelings 
and sentiments thereon, nor in your reading those 
passages over again, — after the light I shall have 
thrown on them respecting the final restoration of 
all things, for you are directed not to let the parable 
of understanding escape you, and to hear every 
godly discourse. 

Eccles. ix. 12. ** Delight not in the things that 
the ungodly have pleasure in, but remember that 
they shaU not go unpunished into the grave." Let not 
the wicked man then say, that he shall escape, for 
God is merciful, but let him remember that he will 
not go unpunished, but that according to the deeds 
done in the body, good or bad, so will his reward 
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±-:.' or punishment be hereafter. This is more fully 

Hl'/ explained in the following' :^- 
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Eccles. xiv, 12. " As his mercy is great so is 
his correction also ; hejudgeth a man according to 
his works.^** Let us then be ever on our guard, and 
circumspect in our actions ; let us frequently reflect 
upon our conduct, for every man will be judged 
according to his works, and remember, although his 
mercy is great, his correction is equally great ; and 
not forgetting that the troubles we meet, either in 
this or the world to come, are for oui: good. Surely 
this single verse is sufficient to set aside the doctrine 
of Predestination, but I shall not rest on this instance, 
but proceed to the 14th verse, same chapter. 
^* Make way for every work of mercy, for every 
man shall find according to his works.^^ Here you 
will see that it is not the elect only, but every man — 
not a part of any particular sect — not this or that 
nation only — but every man, or, in other words, 
every created being upon the face of the whole earth. 
Words cannot be fuller or more comprehensive. 

Eccles. xviii. 10. " As a drop of water unto the 
sea, and a gravel stone in comparison of the sand, so 
are a thousand years to the days of eternity." Reflect 
then, and rejoice in the hope, that the days will 
come when we shall all enjoy that for ever best 
estate, eternity. That after punishment mercy will 
come, is here evidently shown, for there is not a 
comparison to be found in the whole Bible like this, 
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so full, so comprehensive. What a beautiful com- 
parison> ^' As a drop of water is to the sea/^ When 
thewords/br ever are applied » it hears no comparison 
with that of eternity. 

In the same chap. vers. 1 !> 12, and 13. '< There- 
fore God is patient with them> and poureth forth his 
mercy upon them. He saw and perceived their end to 
he evil^ therefore he muUiplied his compassion. The 
mercy upon man is towards his neighbour, but the 
mercy of the Lord is upon all flesh. He reproveth, 
and nurtureth, and teacheth, and bringeth again> as a 
shepherd his flock.^^ Here again is abundant proof 
of his mercy and compassion; and the following 
quotations will further prove my former assertions 
to be correct. That God is patient, that he multi- 
pUeth his mercy or compassion; he foresaw the evil, 
therefore he poureth forth his mercy : he saith, the 
mercy of man is towards his neighbour ; but his 
mercy is towards alljleah, to every created being in 
the universe, and he will bring them again, as a 
shepherd doth his flock, all together, in one place : 
one fold under one shepherd. 

Eccles. xiv. 33. " I wiU yet pour out doctrine 
as prophecy, and leave it to all ages for ever." We 
read, and most of us beHeve, that the world will be 
destroyed by fire, and also that it will have an end. 
It will cease to remain or exist as a world. How 
then can these words /or ever be applied to this 
world? But take it as it was evidently in- 
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tended, to convey the signification of time, or from 
age to age, then will these words convey their proper 
meaning according to the reason of man^s mind. Fur- 
ther proofs, as we proceed, will be found, not only 
to elucidate, but to clear up the point, if possible^ 
more fully than has hitherto been done. Why the 
Apocrypha is rejected by so many persons, I am at 
a loss to say ; for certainly, in many parts, the lan- 
guage is as good and sublime, and as chaste as 
in any part of the Old or New Testament, I have 
heard some, who object to it, say, that it is because 
it was translated from the Greek. Pray is not the 
New Testament also translated from the Greek ? 
I should then like to know on what grounds such 
persons take upon themselves to omit so large a 
portion of the Scriptures. If men are now in 
these days allowed to divide, omit, or not use this 
part of the Scriptures, some little time hence others 
may start up and leave out the New Testament; for, 
in my humble opinion, they have no more right to 
omit the Apocrjqpha than they have the New Testa- 
ment. The Bible, handed down to me from my 
ancestors, was placed in my hands as the word of 
God, the Almighty Jehovah ; and in which I find 
these most solemn words : ^^ Cursed be he that 
addeth or diminisheth.^' It is really astonishing to 
me how any man dare attempt so sacrilegious a 
thing. If men are suffered to go on thus, we shall 
soon have no Bible at all. I have an old Bible that 
has, I believe, been in my mother's family since 
1607, or nearly so. This has the Apocrypha in it, 
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wherein I find many snblime passages^ quite equal to 
any other part of Holy Writ. Let me ask, why then 
should this Divine part of this most Holy Book 
be laid aside ? Why should it not be printed in our 
modern Bibles ? They say because it was translated 
from the Greek copy. Is this sound reasoning? 
If such arguments could be admitted^ the New Tes- 
tament may be laid aside from the same cause. I 
never heard of any person being led astray by read- 
ing the Apocrypha ; I cannot find any part of it that 
promotes or encourages licentiousness — any part that 
screens man from punishment of his wicked deeds ; 
but^ abundant passages^ that speak of the Almighty in 
the most exalted sense that words can express, and in 
the finest and most sublime style of writing, are to be 
found in it ; and the most comfortable and gracious 
promises are also to be found there. Let us then not 
rebel against God, by refusing to listen to this his 
word, but obey all his commands ; for I do most sin- 
cerely believe this to be as much the word of God, as 
any part of the Old and New Testament, and do not 
consider the Bible complete without it, as it leaves 
a chasm that cannot be filled up ; a link to the great 
chain is wanted, if taken away, which renders the 
Bible incomplete, and the strong chain broken. 

I. Maccabees ii. 54. " Phinees,our father, being 
zealous and fervent, obtained the covenant of an 
everlasting priesthood.^^ Here then is another word 
stronger than the words Jar ever, —the word everlasi- 
ing ; yet the meaning must be only for a length of 
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time, perhaps for a very long period; as is also 
evident from the 57th ver. of the same chapter. 
" David, for being merciful, possessed the throne of 
an everlasting kingdom." Here I must pause and 
ask, where is the priesthood of Phinees ; and does 
the throne of David still exist? Have they not 
both ceased long ago ? centuries ago ceased ? Is 
there any such thing now in existence, in any part of 
the world, as this priesthood and this kingdom ? To 
illustrate and show to what an extent the goodness 
and greatness of God^s forgiveness goes, I shall 
adduce a further proof: — 

Matthew xviii. 21 and 22. " Then came 
Peter to him, and said. Lord, how oft shall my bro- 
ther sin against me, and I forgive him ? till seven 
times ? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto 
thee, until seven times; but, until seventy times 
seven." Let me ask, are God's mercy and love 
less than man's ? Is not his forgiveness far more 
abundant than ours ? If we are directed to forgive 
our brethren seventy times seven offences, who 
knows, or who dares to set bounds to, the boundless 
love, mercy, and forgiveness of God, whose goodness 
knows no bounds ? 

Mark ix. 44. " Where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched." This text of Scrip- 
ture is well known to be a favorite one with those 
persons who believe in everlasting punishment. 
This passage has been so fully, so ably, and so com- 
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pletely answered by Elhanan Winchester, in bis 
Series of Dialoguea betmeen a Minister and hta 
Friend (p. 47.) that it wonld be bnt a feeble effort 
on my part if I were to attempt to give an explana* 
tion (although fully satisfied upon that point), he 
being so good a Hebrew scholar. I shall, therefore, 
rest upon my oars for a short time, and trust the helm 
to him and other pilots, being fully persuaded it 
cannot be left in better hands. 

<< Frteii<f.-*BQt when God says that the fire shall not 
be qaenched, does it not necessarily imply that it shall 
never cease burning ? 

*< Minister. — By no means; for we read, in several 
places in Scriptare, of fires that have ceased ages ago, that 
were spoken of in very strong terms, as are used by Christ, 
respecting the fire of hell. As for instance, in Leviticus vi. 13. 
we read, * The fire shall ever be baming apon the altar-— 
It shall never go out.' This is a much stronger expression 
than if it had been said, it shall never be quenched ; for it 
is said, ^ It shall never go out J* But surely it must be used 
with some limitation, for we know that it hath ceased some 
ages ago; and we read that Daniel prophecied of the 
Messiah, ' that he should cause the sacrifice and oblation 
to cease.' Dan. ix. 27. But it certainly would be a weak 
argument against Daniel's prophecy, that as Moses had 
said, ^ the fire shall never go out upon the altar,* therefore 
the Messiah could never cause the sacrifice and oblation to 
cease. But it would be just as good an argument against 
Daniel's prophecy, as the words of Christ's are against 
Isaiah's. * For I will not contend for ever, neither will I 
be always wrath, for the spirit shall fail before me, and 
the souls which I have made. I have sworn by myself, the 
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words are gone out of ray mouth iu righteousness, and 
shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, every 
ton(;;ue shall swear. Surely shall one say, in the Lord have 
I righteousness, and strength to him shall come : and all 
that are incensed against him shall be ashamed/ 
Isa. Ivii. 16. — xlv. 23 and 24. In Jeremiah, xvii. 27. we 
read : * But if you will not hearken unto me, &c. then will 
I kindle a fire in the gates thereof; and it shall devour the 
gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem ; 
and it shall not be quenched,^ Also in the iv. 4 ; xxi. 12 ; 
Amos v. 6 ; II. Kings xxii. ; similar threatenings we find 
positively pronounced by Ezekiel, at the command of God: 
*, Moreover the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying,' 
Son of man, set thy face toward the south, and drop thy 
word toward the south, and prophecy against the forest 
of the south field ; and say to the forest of the south, hear 
the word of Jehovah ; thus sayeth the Adonia Jehovah : 
Behold I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour 
every green tree in thee, and every dry tree ; the flaming 
fire shall not be quenched ; and all faces from the south to 
the north shall be burned therein. And all flesh shall see 
that I the Lord have kindled it — It shall not be quenched.^ 
Ezek. XX. 45, 46, and 47. See also Jer. vii. 20. Now 
these threatenings were surely executed, for this people 
did not hearken unto God : he did certainly kindle a fire, 
and it burnt, and was not quenched, but consumed Jerusa- 
lem, and all her palaces ; and the beautiful forests that 
were so much esteemed shared the same fate. But what 
person will argue, that the whole city and country must 
be now iu flames, and must have been consuming, from 
the days of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, because of these ex- 
pressions— T'Ae flames shall not be quenched, &c. ? Surely 
we know that Jerusalem, and the country round about, 
have been since inhabited, and will be again, in a more 
glorious manner than ever.^' 
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The inference I draw from the words of St. 
JIark ix. 44, " The fire that is not quenched/' is, 
that although this fire may not he quenched, it will 
exhaust itself, as did the fires alluded to hy Mr. 
Winchester ; the very nature of fire is to consume, 
to destroy; when the combustihle matter is ex- 
hausted, and can no longer burn, it must, of its own 
essential property, end. 

He goes on to a great length of argument and 
proof, which I shall not quote, considering what 
I have copied to be sufficient. Another very 
strong passage in his Work, will be found in p. 122. 

*' Anotber great principle upon wbicb restoration 
depends is, that Christ died for all. We see Jesas, who 
was made a little lower tban tbe angels, for ihe suffering of 
deatb, crowned wltb glory and bononr ; tbat lie, by tbe 
gniue of God, sbould taste deatb for every man (or all)* 
' |f any man sin, we have an advocate witb tbe Fatber, 
Jesw Christ the Righteous. And be is tbe propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for tbe sins of 
tbe whole worldJ' Jobn ii. 1 and 2. — ' For tbere is one 
Gody and one Mediator between God and man — the man 
Christ JesuSy who gare himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time.^ Tim. ii. 5 and 6. 

Some will argue that the doctrine of Restoration 
is not essential to salvation, but Winchester, in 
p. 201, argues to the contrary: — 

'^ Though it is frequently said to be a matter of no 
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consequence, if trae ; yet, if it be any part of the recoiti 
God bath given of bis Son, (as I think I have proved) we 
are in danger of making bim a liar, if we believe it not. 
See John i. 5, 9, 10, and 11. Thoagh yon may be 
Christians, and nut believe it, yet I cannot, thoagh once I 
could also ; but now the evidence of its truth appears so 
plain to my mind, that it would be criminal in me not to 
believe it. Would It not be highly dishonourable in me to 
deny it ? I have never done so yet wben asked, and God 
forbid that I should be asbamed to publish what be hath 
commanded me to make known. I have always acted 
merely on the defeasive ; I never should, that I know of, 
have preached it in public, or but rarely, far less have 
wrote upon the subject, had it not been represented as a 
dangerous and destructive heresy, and people been 
cautioned against bearing me on that account. I have 
frequently been desired to preach on the subject expressly, 
and I could not refuse, without betraying a cowardly 
disposition. I ask, who is the best man; be who preaches 
the truth, contrary to bis judgment, for interest, or to gain 
applause ; or he that fairly speaks as be thinks, without 
disguise; although he knows that be will displease his beitt 
friends on earth — even upon the supposition that he errs in 
many points ? If there be a heretic in the world, it is the 
man, who, for the love of money, or applause, or, through 
the fear of men, preaches to others, that which himself 
doth not believe. He that is such, is subverted and sinneth, 
being condemned of himself. Tim. iii. 11. We are to 
endeavour to teach mankind what they know not, as well 

• 

as to confirm them in what they are already taught — 
should keep back nothing that may be profitable to them — 
should give meat to the strong man, as well as milk to 
babes, and should not shun to declare the whole council of 
God. We ought to justify the ways of God to men — to 
show the necessity of harmony — of Divine revelation, and 
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take pains to convert infidels ; all which things are more 1 

promoted by this riew than any other,^' ) 

In p, 209, he says : — 

" Perhaps many believe the Restoration in their hearts, 
bat from pradence, fear, weakness, <fcc. do not choose to 
profess or preach it; I know some, and doubtless there are 
many more. Some have believed it, yea, and wrote apon 
it secretly, for many years, and yet to the day of their 
death, have never openly avowed it, because it is not 
popular.^' 

Shall I then shrink from this pleasing task ? 
No ; by God's assistance I will endeavour to convince 
the unbelieving of this Divine truth, of God's love, 
and kindness, and bounty, and joy, and peace, and 
tranquillity, and never-ending happiness in the 
world to come ; ftnd shall persevere in this work of 
love, until I arrive at the finale ; and may the Lord, 
in his infinite goodness, be pleased to prosper this 
work of love to the happiness of man and the glory of 
God. If it were necessary, I could quote many other 
learned and pious authors, who have written on this 
Divine subject ; but as I only intend this book for a 
pocket companion, I shall, for the present, confine 
myself to a few ; and among those, there are not many 
publications that I have met with deserving more 
attention than the one, written originally in German^ 
by Paul Siegvolck, translated and printed in the 
English language in Pennsylvania, 1753, and re- 
printed for Elhanan Winchester, in London, 1792. 
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« Bat all the descriptioos of the Diviae Being that we 
find ia the Holy Scrip tares, together with all that may be 
believed, thoaght, or uttered of God, centre in this one 
word — Love! which the spirit of truth attests by St. John, 
saying, * He that loveth not, kooweth not God ; for God is 
love^ and we have known and believed the love that God 
hath to as. Qod is /ooe, and he that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him.^ John i. 4, 8, and 16. 

<' All works, that are not works of love in thehr very 
principle, or spring from it as their centre, are not the 
works of God, because God, as the essential, everlasting, 
unchangeable love, can do no other but works of love. 
' As the tree is, so are its fruits.* St. Matt. vii. 16. 17, and 18. 
zii. 33. < For of him, and through him, and to him, are 
all things.' Rom. iz. 36. < Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory, and honour, and power: for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are, and were created.* 
Rev. iv. 11. 

'^ Therefore, since God cannot hate himself he cannot 
hate his creatures, or that in them which his hands have 
made. < For thou lovest all things that are, and abborrest 
nothing which thou hast made : for never wouldest thou 
have made any thing if thou hadst bated it.* Wisd* of Sol. 
iv. 20. 

^^ Hence it follows, without contradiction, that not one 
of those punishments which God hath determined for his 
creatures, for the never-ceasing and endless perdition and 
torment of those intelligences that had their origin from 
the unchangeable love of God ; but they must needs aim 
at, and be designed for their final preservatioo, melioration 
and restoration, let them last as long as they will ; because 

H 
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the deepest groQDd of all pnnisbmentS) determined by God 
for bis creatareS) so far as they are bis doings, is bis infinite 
and nncbangeable love. And it is ioapossible tbat love 
sboald, without end, plague and torment that which it loves, 
bat by all pains and torments seeks, and can seek, nothing 
else but the amendment of its belored object. For ^ Lov 
thinketh no evil;'* (I. Cor. ziii. 5.) much less does evil, or 
designs to do it/* 

The following^ extract is from Wilberforce's 
introductory Essay to Wttherapooti^a Treatise on 
Justification : — 

'< It is not merely that he pardons those who deserve 
punishment at his hands ; but, if w^e may presume to use 
such an expression, in speaking of truths, the grandeur of 
which exceeds our limited faculties; he, who declares 
himself to abhor all iniquity, has devised a plan for ex- 
ercising his lenity, without disparagement to his attribute 
justice, *6y the sacrifice of the only Son of his love,'* the 
partaker of his divine nature and glory. But the mercy 
he showed was io be a scale, commensurate with ail the 
circumstances which attended it. It was not merely that 
the criminals were to be pardoned; they were to be 
received into his favour ; into the closest and most intimate 
union with the infinite and holy God; they were to be 
purified from their corruptions; the spirit of disloyalty 
being rooted out, a spirit of willingness and grateful 
obedience was to be substituted in its place; and child -like 
love and affiance being produced in them, they were to be 
regarded as the children of God, entitled to all the privi- 
leges implied in that high relation. Thus far, then, is 
effected that mighty renovation of which our Saviour 
spoke to Nicodemns, by which, to use the language of 
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Scripture, ' We are made meet to partake of the inberit- 
ance of the Saints of Light.^ How forcibly we are 
remiuded of the Scripture declarations, concerning the 
Divine mercy, that * God's ways are not our ways, nor 
his thoughts as our thoughts ; but as the heavens are higher 
than the earthy so are his ways higher than our tcaySy and 
his thoughts than our thoughts,'' 

Romans v. 8, 9, 10, 11- "But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then 
being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through him. For if when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son : much more being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also 
joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have now received the atonement." Here 
is a further proof of redemption, and more parti- 
cularly so in chap. vi. 21st ver. " What fruit had ye 
then in those things, whereof ye are now ashamed ? 
for the end of those things is death/' 22nd ver. 
^* But now being made free from sin, and become 
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, 
and the end everlasting life." The love of God is 
here further shown by his son Jesus Christ who died 
for us ; by his blood we are justified and saved from 
the wrath to come. As God was reconciled to us by 
the death of his son, and not only so, but by the 
joy in God, and by the gift of God, we have eternal 
life, and, being made free from sin, we become the 
servants of God, and the end everlasting life. — In 
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the 23rd verse^ *^ For the wages of sin is death : bat 
the gift of God is eternal life> through Jesns Christ 
our Lord/' Need we any thing further, for we 
find that the wages of sin is death, and well may it 
be called death, as I fear it will be death to every 
thing that is comfortable^ But the gift of God is 
eternal life. Here you see that eternal life is the 
gift of God ; it is from his great bounty, his inex- 
haustible treasure, his ocean of love, that we re- 
ceive this wonderful great gift — eternal life. In 
unison with me is the poet, who saith — 

«*ris his to ehate dark grief away» 
Tears wipe from ev^ry face. 
Our Jesus speaks, the worlds obey. 
The Uwinerse is Peace,^ 

Surely this is enough, yet as I find many other 
proofs, I shall proceed in my quotations and remarks 
thereon. 

II. Corinthians i. 3. *^ Blessed be God, even 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort.^' Observe, 
St. Paul tells us, that God is the Father of aU 
mercies, consequently he cannot be an unfeeling 
God. How can he then punish to all eternity his 
poor fallen creatures ? But to our infinite satis- 
faction we find that he is a God of comfort. Alas! 
how distressing it is to find that mankind are so 
ungrateful! How is it. that they are continually 
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winning against him^ wlio is thus kind and bene- 
ficent ? for be assured that as certain as bis mercies 
are, so sure will punishment precede them ; but to 
what extent no one knows. Reflect, then, and 
amend your evil ways, and turn unto the Lord, for 
he will show mercy and forgiveness ; but punish- 
ments are as certain as rewards, which will appear 
from the following : — 

II. Cor. V. 10. " For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 
This serves to confirm the general opinion that every- 
one will have to appear before the great tribunal, 
when we must be answerable for all the deeds done 
in the body, be they good or bad, and that our 
rewards or punishments will be according ; but it 
does not say that for our misdeeds we shall have 
eternal punishment. Does not reason, as well as 
Scripture, tell us that eternal punishment is incon- 
sistent with the great God, whose love is past man^s 
understanding, whose goodness knows no bounds, 
whose mercy is over all his works ? 

Ephesians ii. 4, 5, 6. ^< But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ (by grace ye are saved), and 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.^^ St John 
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saithy *<God is love," and have we not every day 
of onr lives, proofs that he abounds in love, 
and that his mercy is ever over all his works ? 
This will appear from — 

£ph. iv. 30. " And grieve not the holy Spirit 
of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption." The conclusion I draw from this is, 
that those who grieve the holy Spirit of God, will 
be sealed, held, and kept in prison, and there 
punished for their sins, and by fire will be made 
pure, even as gold is madb pure. But blessed be 
God, there is a day of redemption, as this verse 
most clearly shows, — ** whereby ye are sealed unto 
the day of redemption." What can this day of 
redemption signify? What construction or meaning 
can it have, if no day of redemption will come ? In 
this we may rejoice, for that day will most certainly 
come. Hath not God said, ^< Not one jot or tittle of 
my word shall fail." Great, indeed, must be our 
joy, when this day of redemption comes. Fear not 
then what man may tell you to the contrary. Read 
the Bible diligently, and to your comfort you will 
iind the truth of my assertion, and when you find 
this truth, can you act in open rebellion to so 
gracious a God? What can this word, redempttofi 
imply, if not taken in the sense I have taken it ? 
If this one text of scripture stood alone, I confess I 
should pause before I thus applied it, but when so 
many hundred texts are to be found in complete 
unison with it, I cannot for one moment hesitate 
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upon it. It cannot allude to any thing else than 
eternal peace and encUeas happiness, when there will 
be no more crying, no more sorrow, and no more 
pain. 

I shall now attempt to make such an impression 
on the minds of my readers, that they may be able 
to form their judgment upon those who call them- 
selves Universalists, and that they may not be painted 
in such dark colours as some authors have en- 
deavoured to show them. I will allow them to be 
submitted to the severest test that can be tried on 
this point, as we read "by their fruits you shall 
know them.''^ Such of them as are so outwardly 
only, have no right, and are not worthy of so high 
an appellation, as that of "Universalists.''^ But 
those who are worthy the name, produce such fruits 
as proceed from the tree and root from which they 
came, — their great Creator. And they, as well as 
all who call themselves Chriattans, who do not pro- 
duce such fruit as I am about to describe, disgrace 
their profession, be they called by this or any other 
name. They ought to worship and adore the Al- 
mighty God, to love him and give him thanks ; to be 
respectful to their superiors, always paying their 
just due to all men ; affable at all times with their 
equals, not forgetting any favour done them ; kind 
and charitable to the poor, rewarding all according 
to their merit; visiting the sick, comforting the 
afflicted, strictly observing the sabbath, constantly 
offering up ejaculations to the God of all Gods, having 
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pity and compassion on their fallen brethren, restoring 
the lost to society y speaking favourably of aU men, 
liberal minded towards all sects and people of every 
denomination ; practising brotherly love, disposed to 
all good works, promoting all charitable institutions 
as far as their circumstances will admit; slow to 
anger, ever ready to do good; moderate in food, 
temperate in wine, chaste in all things, thinking no 
evil, contented in their stations, thankful for the 
blessings bestowed upon them, not slothful in busi- 
ness, ever watchful over their actions, always em- 
ploying their hands or their minds, according to 
circumstances in life ; not high minded, ever keep* 
ing in mind the shortness of this life ; and, above all 
these, never forgetting the great and many blessings 
they enjoy, and the numberless obligations they are 
under to the Giver of ever good gift. Those who 
read this may say. Is the author of this little book 
such a man ? — Is he like what he tells us a Univer- 
salist ought to be ? I readily confess I am not what 
I ought to be ; yet, I thank God, I am what I am, 
and trust in his Divine assistance that I may be- 
come better. I am convinced, if I know his wiU, 
and do it not, I shall be beaten with many stripes ; 
yet I hope, and have confidence in his mercies^ for 
they are great and in unison is the 9th Hymn of 
Winchester, p. 347, 

<' See matchless mercy from on bigb, 
Descend to rebels doomM to die; 
*Tis mercy free, that knows no bound ; 
How grand, how gladsome is the sound ! 
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** While haughty mortals frown and fret, 
Who sovereign boundless mercy hate, 
Through all the regions of the blest, 
That mercy only is confest. 

** Until we join the happy throng. 
Let boundless mercy be our song j 
And may our lives with fruits abound. 
To show we know the joyful sound." 

With the pious Psalmist I humbly say, " I 
acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me." "O Lord, Correct me, but with judgment; 
not in anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. Enter 
not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord, for in 
thy sight shall no man living be justified;" and 
earnestly joining with the Poet, add — 

<< Have mercy, Lord, on me, 

As thou wert ever kind ; 
Let me, oppressed with loads of guilt, 

Thy wonted mercy find. 

" Wash off my foul offence. 

And cleanse me from my sin ; 
For I confess my crime, and see 

How great my guilt hath been.** 

Far be it from me to say that Universalists are 
better than other men ; yet I may venture to assert 
that persons possessing contrary opinions, must 
naturally be more contracted in their minds; the 
very word Universal embraces a vast space ; it is an 
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immense field. On this snbject a person might be 
employed in writing the whole of his natural life, 
and not say enough. 

Ephesians iv. 26. ** Be ye angry and sin not ; 
liet not the sun go down upon your wrath." There 
seems here a sort of sanction for anger ; but, 
observe the following words, — **and sin not." Let 
us then be eyer careful not to let our anger lead us 
into sin, and also that our anger be of short duration ; 
as St. Paul cautions the Ephesians not to let the sun 
go down upon their wrath. So let the same care be 
taken and observed by us. Be ye therefore angry 
and sin not : and do not let the sun go down upon 
your wrath. Is it reasonable then that God, by the 
mouth of the Apostle, should direct us to cease from 
anger, and not let our wrath continue beyond the 
setting of the sun ? Can it be possible that he who 
commandeth us to restrain our wrath, even to the 
limits or extent of one whole day, should continue 
his anger to endless ages? Would not this be 
most inconsistent ? Is he not all perfection, all 
goodness, all love ? And is not his mercy greater 
than the heavens ? Let us then trust in his mercy, 
whose goodness is without bounds, and submit to 
his Divine power. 

*' Incomprehensibility 
Belongs, Jehof^ab, unto tbee 3 
Wbo can, by searching, hope to find , 
The full perfection of thy mind ? 
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" O God, thou great, thoa iofioite, 
Who dwells in uncreated light, 
Thy nature far exceeds our thoaght, 
The little known thy word has taught. 

*' Far as from dungeon earth thy throne, 
So far thy thoughts exceed our own } 
Thy ways exceed the ways of man. 
As boundless space exceeds a span. 

^ Thy being and perfections are 
So great and high that we despair. 
Of being able to extend 
So far as thee to comprehend. 

*< Far more extensive than the bound 
Which doth creation wide surround, 
Thy being and perfections rise. 
Their vast extent our thoughts surprise. 

<< But we have known that God is love. 
And reaches all, beneath, above : 
Then who shall dare to bound the same. 
Since love is our Creator*s name ? ** 

Before I proceed any further with my own 
arguments or opinions, I shall quote some few 
striking passages of several authors who have, at 
different periods, written on this momentous and 
important subject. The Rev. J. White, in his 
preface states, that his zeal is for the glory of God, 
and the vindication of his most glorious attributes ; 
and his earnest endeavours are to promote the love 
of God, and charity to all mankind. His design, 
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employed in writing the whole of his natural life, 
and not say enough. 

Ephesians iv. 26. ^^ Be ye angry and sin not ; 
let not the sun go down upon your wrath." There 
seems here a sort of sanction for anger ; but, 
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The Rev. J. White, in his work before alladed 
to, makes a sort of solemn declaration, which I 
think so fine and appropriate to the subject, that I 
should commit a fault if I were to omit the following 
extract : — 

Page 6. — ^^ And bere I do, in the fear of God, most 
humbly prostrate myself before bis divine Majesty, and in 
the deepest sense of my own darkness, and distance from 
him, do, with all my might, beg of that infinite goodness 
I am endeavooring to represent to others, that if some- 
thing like to this platform and prospect of things, be not 
agreeable to that revealed and natural light he hath given 
to us, that my understanding may be interrupted, my 
design fall, and that the Lord will pardon my attempt ; 
and I know he would do so, for he hath given me to have 
no further concern for this matter, that I apprehend it to 
be a most glorious truth witnessed to both by the Scrip- 
tures of truth, and by the most essential principles of our 
own reason, and which will be found so at the last opening 
of the everlasting Gospel, to recover in that opening a 
degenerate world/* 

In pages 9 and 10, he goes on to say — 

'^ He is not a Christian, he is not a man , he hath pot 
oif the tenderness and bowels of a man, he hath lost 
humanity itself ; he hath not so much charity as Dives 
expressed in hell, that cannot readily cry out. This is goad 
news, if it be true, that will not say amen to it, provided 
it be agreeable to God, and what his word will coun- 
tenance and own ; for under no other law or condition can 
we ground edlyrQoice in any doctrine, than as it bears the 
ipress and stamp of divine authority, and tends to his 
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la Restitution Universalle de la Creation,'"'' Gerard 
Winstanly, in his book of The Mystery of God, &c, 
printed 1640, says, " And he will dwell in the 
whole creation in time, and so deliver the whole of 
iQankind out of their fall.'' There is also a book 
written by R. Stafford, in which it is observed : — 

<< So that let Satan do his worst, as it is proverbially 
and truly said, ^ God is above the devil .*' so his knowledge 
doth as much exceed the other (who is a creature by him 
made), as the whole ocean to a single drop of water. ^ With 
righteousness will he judge the world, and the people with 
equity.' Now equity is a mild thing, which doth state, 
moderate, and adjust a matter. And then, after all, God 
doth reserve mercyy even qfter judgment and condemnation ; 
for that is its proper place. * For I will not contend for 
ever, neither will I be always wrath, for the spirit would 
fail before me, and the souls which I have made. For God 
hath concluded all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all.' " 

The learned Dr. Henry Moore, in his Divine 
Dialogues y printed 1668, lays down the general prin- 
ciple from whence it flows ; he says, that for a long 
time his mind was charged and puzzled with in- 
extricable difficulties to make out the phenomena of 
the world, in any tolerable way to consort or suit 
with those two attributes of God — his wisdom and 
his goodness. The measure of Divine goodness, he 
says, hath no bounds but itself. He argues, and 
proves by quotations, of the original Hebrew and 
Greek words, that the word " everlasting" was only 
a length of time or period of time. 
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The Rev. J. White^ in Ms work before alladed 
to, makes a sort of solemn declaration, whicli I 
think so fine and appropriate to the subject, that I 
should commit a fault if I were to omit the following 
extract : — 

« 

Page 6. — ^^ And here I do, in the fear of God, most 
humbly prostrate myself before bis divine Majesty, and in 
the deepest sense of my own darkness, and distance from 
him, do, with all my might, beg of that infinite goodness 
I am endearooring to represent to others, that if some- 
thing like to this platform and prospect of things, be not 
agreeable to that revealed and natural light he hath given 
to us, that my understanding may be interrupted, my 
design fisdl, and that the Lord will pardon my attempt ; 
and I know he would do so, for he hath given me to have 
no further concern for this matter, that I apprehend it to 
be a most glorious troth witnessed to both by the Scrip- 
tures of truth, and by the most essential principles of our 
own reason, and which will be found so at the last opening 
of the everlasting Gospel, to recover in that opening a 
degenerate world.*' 

In pages 9 and 10, he goes on to say — 

^^ He is not a Christian, he is not a man , he hath put 
off the tenderness and bowels of a man, he hath lost 
humanity itself ; he hath not so much charity as Dives 
expressed in hell, that cannot readily cry out, This is good 
newSy if it be true^ that will not say amen to it, provided 
it be agreeable to God, and what his word will coun- 
tenance and own ; for under no other law or condition can 
we groundedly rejoice in any doctrine, than as it bears the 
impress and stamp of divine authority, and tends to his 
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answered from their own writings, as he quoted Rabbi 
Menachem on the place, saying, it is a known thing that 
this word (Legnolam) for ever, is sometimes spoken of a 
determined time, as Exodas xxi. 6. He shall serve him 
for every viz, unto the year of Jubilee^ and sometimes it 
is spoken of length of days without knowledge of their 
limits, but yet they have a limit and end, as when they 
said. Let King David live for ever.' " 

In support of this argument he goes on to 
state — 

" Now, let us consider, if all souls be the Lord's, 
and upon that account are not to be servants for ever, then 
none are to be excepted. And, indeed, consider but the 
value both God and Christ puts but upon one soul, pre- 
ferring it to the whole world. And what shall be given to 
the Lord in exchange for so many millions of souls lost to 
him for ever ; as the vulgar opinion holds." 

In his 15th chapter he observes : — 

^^ Now to bring home the argument, can we think so 
many millions of such precious souls, each of which is an 
entire world — each of which is more worth than the whole 
world of inferior beings, should be deemed such vile and 
abject things as to be eternally abandoned of God, and lost 
for ever ; never to be visited — never to be recovered to the 
glory of the Creator that made them ? See how pas- 
sionately the Lord reflects on souls eo nomine, as made by 
him, prescinding from redemption (which is anew creation), 
but merely with relation to their first make. Isaiah Ivii. 16. 
* I will not,' Ac. — a consequence not to be admitted or 
allowed ; nay, not once to be imagined." 
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After speaking of the quickening of seeds in 
due time, he states — 

^< This is most concisely^ yet fully held forth in that 
scale of the Apostle. The head of the woman (that is in 
the mysteiy, the natural creation is the many the head of 
eveiy man), every spiritual man is Christ ; the head of 
Christ is God ; which shows the linking; and coocatenation, 
the mutual interest and comhinatlon, the entering of one 
link of this golden chain into the other, making all one ; 
all a unity, each running into all, and being all, and all 
being in each one. Which proves what I said before, that 
the saints are not fully glorified without the rest of man- 
kind ; nay, that Christ is not full without them, nor the 
manifestative glory of God himself full and perfect without 
the recovering the whole. For further satisfaction in this 
argument, I shall refer the reader to that incomparable 
and learned pen of Mr. Peter Sterry, in his discourse of 
the soul, in that excellent treatise of his upon tbe freedom 
of the will. Though I have yet more to add upon this 
head of man^s being the fulness of the creation of God.'^ 

His consideration of God as love, in chap xix. 
is well worth the attention of every one ; but as. I 
have already quoted passages from many of these 
most beautiful chapters, I leave the rest for the 
reader^s own choice, and proceed on to chap. zx. 
wherein he fully proves that love is the universal 
perfection of the Deity. Continuing the argument 
in chap, xxii, he says — 

^^ Divine love, which abounds towards us in all wisdom ^ 
and in all pruaence,''^ (as the Apostle speaks, Epb. i.) 
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*^ Divine love, which infinitely transcends all the skill, the 
art, the wit, the contrivance of all men, knows how to 
make every thing beaatifal in its season and place. He 
is still unchangeable and the same, though in a varied 
form; but ever equally himself, equally living, equally 
beautiful ; never fading, never passing away. According 
to this account of anger and wrath in God, I cannot, with- 
out affronting God, and forfeiting my own understanding, 
conceive how anger and wrath can at Icest, and finally 
prevail in the breast of that sweetness and wisdom, who 
hath told us, that anger resteth in the bosom of fools ; and 
hath commanded us not to let the sun go down upon our 
wrath,^^ 

Is it possible then, my friends, tliat Divine per- 
,fectionwi!ll command us to cease from anger, and 
yet let his anger burn without end? No; it is 
utterly impossible. 

James i. 19 and 20. ^' Let every man be sivift 
to hear, aUnv to speak, slam to wrath ; for the wrath 
of man worketh not the righteousness of God.'' 
And going on to speak, if possible, more fully of 
Divine love, Mr. White says : — 

'^ A depth which swallows up the most capacious spirits 
of men, saints, and angels, but can never be fathomed by 
any spirit, but that which, searcheth the depths of God ; 
this incomprehensibleness of God, is made up of those 
lengths, and breadths, and depths, and heights of love, 
which passeth all understanding, as we read in Eph. iii. 18. 
A length, breadth, height, and depth, which at once 
extends and exceeds all openings ; a depth without bottom 
— a height without any bound— <ci breadth, a length without 
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any measare, a love which passetb all knowledge, which 
stretcheth forth itself beneath, above, throagh, and beyond 
all things ; an unbounded treasury of Divine love, good- 
ness, and glory ; an inexhaustible spring and ocean of love 
and goodness, and perfection, without beginning or end, 
without bottom or bound; we are too narrow to measure 
its comprehension, too proud to understand its con- 
descentions, its stoopings, too low to take its heights, too 
aspiring to fathom its depths, it is a love which hath in it 
all the fulness of the Godhead; thus the incompre« 
hensibleness and unsearchableness of God, are the in- 
comprehensible dimensions and comprehensions of bis- 
love." 

The poet thus expresses the foregoing ideas: — 

" The extent of Jesu^s love, 

What heart can comprehend ? 
A breadth whose distance none can prove, 

A length without an end. 

<* The first-bom Seraphs try. 

The mysfry to explore; 
Yet cannot trace it out, For why ? 

The curse they never bore. 

~ *< This God is the God we adore, 
Our faithful unchangeable friend ; 
Whose love Is as great as his power. 
And neither knows measure nor end. 

" ^is Jesus the first and the last. 
Whose spirit shall guide us safe home, 

We*ll praise for all that is past. 
And trust for all that's to come.*' 
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Speaking of the torment of the wicked, he 
says: — 

" I UDderstood do more of this, bat in order to a 
refiniog ; and let God take his own metbodd for doing tbat, 
I am sure the Almigbtiness of love and goodness, cannot 
eternally exact such an infinite power to sustain bis own 
offspring in eternal torments/' 

In his conclusion, chap. 24, p. 238. 

'^ The last Scripture I shall mention is, Romans v. 20, 21. 
^ Moreover the law entered, that the oflfence might abound; 
but where sin abounded grace did much more abound. 
Tbat has sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 
reign through righteousness nnto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.' The very face and complexion of this 
Scripture, and much more the inward sense of it, gives 
me very comfortable assurances of my hypothesis : every 
word is here fraught with a great and rich treasure of 
Divine sense and sweetness. I will not enlarge upon this 
text, but only take notice of four words in it, and leave 
the ingenuous and candid reader to make the application 
of it in my stead. The first word, The law came in. The 
Greek word is leoifeiffiij^ev. The law entered, wbintravity 
it came in by the bye, in the way, and onder something 
else as subordinate and subservient to it. The second 
word is where; where sin abounded, grace did super- 
abound. Will not tbat God, tbat spirit, which makes this 
prayer for thee, make it sooner or later for all bis poor 
creatures. So we read the Psalmist saitb, OA, thou that 
heareth the prayer j unto thee shall aU flesh come. And there 
is the third word in this Scripture I would take notice of, 
grace hath superabounded^ hath abounded much more. It 
is a compound word ; the simple word signifies to exalt, 
1o excel, to transcend, to abound, to overflow. The grace 
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of God was exceediDg abandant tnrep vXioveurE? Who dare, 
who can set boands to this unboanded, this unlimited^ this 
uncontroalable, this superaboandiDg grace ? If this grace 
be superabounded by the creature's sin and misery ; how 
doth this grace demand the glory of saperaboanding — 
and of superabounding where sin hath abounded ! If siu 
superabonnds over this grace; — if this grace leave sin and 
death reigning over the greatest part of mankind, where 
is it superabounding ? Can this ocean of grace ' run itself 
dry ? ' Can this sun of grace ever spend all its light ? Shall 
infinite, eternal love ever fail ? Shall the wrath and 
severity of God outlive bis love, his grace, his sweetness ? 
Is his wrath greater than his love ? Is it not, as hath been 
said, a servant to it ? Shall this wrath set and lie down 
over the greatest part of the works of his hands ? Shall 
he who commands us not to be overcome with evil^ but 
overcome evil with goody not overcome at last all the evil 
in us ? Sure I am, God can never cease to be good till 
he ceases to be God. To this goodness I have faith to 
resign all things. — The fourth word is, as sin. Here we 
have a parallel between the reign of two great kings ; as 
sin hath reigned unto deaths even so shall grace reign : as, 
here maketh it not a comparison in the proportion and 
measure of the reign of these twa kings; for the fore- 
going word makes it plain that the kingdom of grace doth 
transcend the kingdom of sin and death in the height of 
power and sovereignty beyond all comparison aad propor- 
tion. The comparison then is in the certainty of the reign 
of this king, Grace^ to all its subjects, and then must be 
over all, unless a greater king can rise ap against it and 
subdue this God and Grace.'' 

" Father how wide thy glory shines. 

How high thy wonders rise ', 
Known through the earth by thousand sigm, 
By thousands through the skies. 
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** Those mighty orbs proclaim thy power, 
Whose motion speak thy skill j 
And on the wings of evVy hour, 
We read thy patience still. 

'* But when we view thy great design, 
To save rebellious wonns ; 
Where vengeance and compassion join, 
In their divinest form. 

** Here the whole deity is known, 
Nor dare a creature guess ; 
Which of the glories brightest shone, 
The justice or the g^ce. 

£pk. iv« 32. '^And be ye kind one to another, 
tender hearted, forgiving one another^ even as God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you/^ Is it possi- 
ble then for him, who is all perfection, to be incon- 
sistent? N09 it is utterly impossible. Can he 
require us to be tender-hearted, to forgive one 
another, and not forgive us at some period? if 
not, there would be a great ssic^wsistency. I shall, 
therefore, rest on his great perfection, on goodness 
itself. Let us then, with tiie Psalmist, join in hymns 
and psahus, and spiritual songs, singing, and 
making melody in our hearts to the Lord, and 
saying— to the King eternal, immortal, invisible--^ 
most holy and only wise God, be Jionour, and glory, 
and praise, for ever ; and let us say with the poet, — 

** O when shall I in endless day. 
For cFer chase dull sleep away, 
And hymns with the supernal choir. 
Incessant sing and never tire." 
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Come> then^ and tune your golden harps ; come 
join in the melodious throng; where all in sweet con- 
cord are found ; where aU their songs are themes of 
praise ; where all is perfect harmony ; where aU their 
tunes, and every note — is love ! ! 

In further confirmation of what I have asserted^ 
I shall quote — 

Hebrews viii. 12. " For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteousness ; and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more." Here you see 
that at some time, sooner or later, our iniquities will 
be remembered no more. 

Heb. X. 16 and 17. <^ This is the covenant that I 
will make with them after those days, saith the 
Lord : I wiU put my laws in their hearts, and in 
their minds wiU I write them. And their sins and 
iniquities wiU I remember no more." After those 
days. What days ? why the days of punishment 
and purification ; then will God^s laws be written 
on our hearts, and on our minds, that is our 
souls ; and then our sins and our inquities will be 
remembered no more, and if no more to be re- 
membered, of course, not punished everlastingly. 

I. St Peter iii. 18 and 19. « For Christ also 
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God; being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the spirit. 
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By which also he went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison/' By this it is evident that we are brought 
unto God by Christ, and also we have proof of his 
kindness and great condescension by his preaching 
to the spirits in prison. From this it may fairly be 
presumed that he descended for the same purpose 
that he came upon earth, as he said, I come, not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance, and 
not to inflict greater torments, but to preach to them : 
it is then beyond a doubt, his mission was for their 
recovery, for what other purpose could it be — but 
to reclaim ? If they were to remain etemalU/, then 
his visiting and his preaching could be of no use, 
but if for their improvement and final restoration, 
of which I have no doubt, then all the purposes of 
his mission wiU be fulfilled ; let us then join with 
the poet and say — 

" Now shall our souls with pleasure raise 
To our dear Lord a song of praise^ 
We^ll slog his love, bis goodness tell, 
Our Saviour hath dooe all things well. 

** With pitying eyes he view*d our case, 
And came to save our ruinM race; 
He conquerM sin, and death, and hell ; 
Our Jesus hath done all things well. 

*' He undertook to bear our load, 
And bring us back again to God , 
To at us with himself to dwell , 
Christ Jesus hath done all things well. 
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« And if I shoald be lifted up. 

And suffer on the tree, 
I shall become the ground of hope, 

And draw all men to me. 

^ This is my heaVnly Father's will, 

That all should be restorM; 
For this my blood I freely spill -, 

So spake our loving Lord. 

^* What sweet and blessed news is this, 

That Christ for all did die; 
And will not of his purpose miss, 

But all will justify. 

** The travail of his soul shall see. 

And shall be satisfied ; 
All mankind at last shall be 

RestorM by Christ who died. 

I. St. Peter v. 7. " Casting all your care upon 
him ; for he careth for you.^' His loving kindness 
and mercy are here manifest^ and are wonderfully 
^hown ; and not only here, hut through the whole 
of the Bible. St. Peter here tells us ** to cast all our 
care upon him for he careih for us.^' Oh ! that men 
would therefore forsake their wicked ways, and cast 
all their care upon him that careth so much for them, 
for if a sparrow is worthy of his care, how much 
more must mankind be ! But it is far, very far from 
my intention that men should rest entirely upon his 
mercy, great as it is. . He is also just, and retribution 
he will have. Think not ye careless^ that he 
will overlook your sins. I will refer you to 
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the following, where you will find that he will not 
overlook them: — 

II. St. Peter ii. 4. « For if God spared not 
the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 
reserved unto judgment.^' *< To be reserved unto 
judgment.^' This sentence or passage plainly tells us 
that they have not yet been judged. Tremble then, 
ye wicked, for ye cannot tell how long ye may 
remain there in chains and darkness also. To be 
bound in chains is dreadful, but to be confined in 
darkness also, is horrible. 

II. Peter ii. 9. " The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve 
the unjust until the day of judgment.^^ We know 
that the day of judgment will come ; we also know 
that he is a just God — a God of great goodness — 
a God of love; and that his mercies are sure. 
Surely no one can doubt this ; no one dares to con- 
tradict it. Yet we know also that he will punish, 
but not to all eternity. It is inconsistent with his 
Divine goodness. His love cannot be turned into 
eternal hatred. No ; this would be a flat contra- 
diction ; for St. John repeatedly tells us, ^^God is a 
God of love, and his mercy is over all his works.^^ 

I. Epist. of St John iv. 7 and 8. *' Beloved, 
let us love one another; for love is of God: and every 
one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God, 
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He that loveth not^ knoweth not God ; for God is 
love." The whole of this chapter is remarkably 
fine, and ought to be read with care, reverence, and 
attention. It is the snm and substance of true 
religion. This doctrine of universal restoration, 
this Divine love, which I have thus boldly asserted, 
is not the caprice of the mind, is not the thought 
of a moment, is not the whim of a day, nor of a 
year, but it is the thorough conviction of the mind, 
after mature consideration, sound reflection, and 
serious researches, and after at least thirty years' 
deliberation on the powerful language in Holy Writ, 
already quoted. I may say with St. Jude: — 
" To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory, and 
majesty, dominion, and power, both now and 
ever." 

Revelations i. 18. ^^ I am he that liveth, and 
was dead ; and behold, I am alive for evermore. 
Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of death." — 
Again, I would ask of what use are the keys but for 
the opening the door, and for what purpose is the 
opening of the door if the prisoners are to remain 
in prison for ever ? Further evidence of the truth 
of universal and final restoration may be found in — 

Revelations iv. 11. '* Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory, and honour, and power : for thou 
hast created all thinga^ and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created." Is it possible, then, that as Gqd 
hath created us for his pleasure, he^ can allow 
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as to remain in torment to all eternity ? No ; it is 
impossible that he can have pleasure therein. It is 
contrary to every thing that is good; a God of 
mercy and forgfiveness, a Being that is supremely 
good^ a God of love, cannot thus have formed men 
in vain. It would be in contradiction to every thing 
that is lovely, merciful, and forbearing. Among the 
created things, man is one, and one among the vast 
nimiber of things of the greatest of all created 
beings, as he was an express image and likeness of 
his Creator. Can any reasonable and reflecting 
person then suppose, that he called millions and 
millions of beings into existence for eternal misery, 
— ^that he who formed man for his . pleasure, can 
have delight in everlasting punishment ? No, it is 
contrary to reason, to justice, and to the Bible ; for 
there we find that he is a God of love ; and wherein 
can his love exist, if there be no end to his wrath ? 
We read that his love will outlive his wrath, — tliat 
he loveth those whom he chasteneth. Is not the 
object of all punishment to correct, to • purge, to 
cleanse, and purify ? The hills may be removed, but 
his kindness will not depart, neither will his covenant 
of peace be removed. All things were formed and 
made for wise and good purposes, let me then ask 
for what good purpose was hell formed and made, if 
it was to exist to all eternity, and if punishment was 
never to cease ? To what purpose is the correcting, 
the chastening, the purifying, the refining, we read 
of, but for pnrgfing and purifying ? Then the purposes 
are good, clear, and evident. Punishment will cer- 
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tainly be executed to such time and to such extent 
as Divine justice may require, but not without end. 
One of the most learned and one of the best of 
men, the Rev. William Law, in his Appeal to all 
that Doubt or Disbelieve the Gospel^ has shown in 
that work the very great and exalted ideas he had 
on the subject of the final and universal restoration 
of mankind. 

Page 10. — ^^ Herein also appears the high dignity and 
never ceasing perpetuity of our nature. The essences of 
our souls can never cease to be, because they never began 
to be; and nothing can live eternally, but that which hath 
lived from all eternity. The essences of our soul were a 
breath in God before they became a living soul, they lived 
in God before they lived in the created soul, and therefore 
the soul is a partaker of the eternity of God, and can 
never cease to be." — Page 16. "But let us rejoice that 
our soul is a thinking willing being, full of thoughts, cares, 
longings, and desires of eternity ; for this is our full proof 
that our descent is from God himself, that we are born out 
of him, breathed forth from him; that our soul is of an 
eternal nature, made a thinking, willing, understanding 
creature, out of ih&i which hath willed audi thought in God 
from all eternity ; and therefore must, for ever and ever, 
be a partaker of the eternity of God. And here you may 
behold the sure ground of the absolute impossibility of the 
annihilation of the soul. Its essences never began to be, 
and therefore can never cease to be ; they had an eternal 
reality before they were in or became a distinct soul, 
and therefore they must have the same eternal reality in it. 
It was the eternal breath of God before it came into man, 
and therefore the eternity of God must be inseparable from 
it. It is no more a property of the Divine Omnipotence to 
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be abie to annibilate a soul, than to be able to make an 
etemai truth become a fictitm of yesterday. And to thiok 
it a lessening of the power of God, to say that he cannot 
annibilate the sool, is as absurd as to say that it is a lessen- 
ing of the light of the mm, if it cannot destroy or darken its 
own rays of light. O, dear reader, stay awhile in this 
important place, and learn to know thyself. All thy senses 
make thee know and feel that thoii standest in the vanity 
of time; but every motion stirring, imagination, and 
thoQght of thy mind, whether in fancying^ fearingy or 
loving eveTlasiing life, is the same infallible proof that thou 
standest in the midst of eternity^ art an offspring and 
inhabitant of it, and mast be for ever inseparable from it. 
Ask when the^r^^ thought sprang ap, find oat the birth- 
day of trath, and then thoa wilt have found oat wben 
the essences of the soul first began to be. Were not the 
essences of thy soul as old, as unbeginning^ as unchange- 
ablCf as everlasting as truth itself. Truth would be at the 
same distance from thee, as absolutely unfit for thee, as 
utterly unable to have any communion with thee, as to 
be the food of a worm,^^ — ^Page 22. ** And thus we find 
out how this temporal nature is related to God ; it is only 
a gross out'birth of that which is an etemai nature^ or a 
blessed heaven^ and stands only in such a degree of distance 
from it as wa^er does to air; and this is the reason wby 
the last fire will and must turn this gross temporal nature 
into its first heavenly state.^^— Page 23. << All the qualities 
of all beings are eternal ; no real quality or power can 
appear in any creature but what has its etemai root or 
generating cause in the Creator. If a quality could begin 
to be in a creature, which did not always exist in the 
Creator, it would be no absurdity to say that a thing might 
begin to be without any cause either of its beginning o( 
being. All qualities, properties, or whatever can be 
affirmed of God, are seff-existent and necesary-existent. 
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Self and necessary existence is not a pariicuiar atiribote of 
God, bat is the general nature of every thing that can be 
affirmed of God. All qaalities and properties are seif- 
existent in God. Now they cannot change their nature 
when they are derived or formed into creatures, bat most 
have the fame self-birth and necessary existence in the 
creatare which they had in the Creator.^^ 

The very thought of onr standing in this like- 
ness and relation to the infinite Being of all Beings, 
is enough to kindle the Divine life within us, and 
melt us into a continual love and adoration of this 
great Benefactor, whose goodness and mercy know 
no bounds, whose mercy is over all his works, who 
created nothing in vain. 

Rev. XV. 4. ^' Who shall not fear thee, O 
Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thou only art holy : 
for all nations shall come and worship before thee ; 
for thy judgments are made manifest.^' ** Are made 
manifest ;^^ as if he had said, '^ Thy judgments are 
finished,^' "Thou only art holy." It is utterly 
impossible for frail man to be holy; and we are 
told, that no unclean thing can enter the Holy of 
Holies : that no unclean person shall see God. We 
must be made pure, tried as gold is tried, before 
we can see God, and after having been made 
pure and white as snow, then, and not until then, 
shall we come and worship before him. I am 
now drawing near to the end of this most valuable 
book, the Bible, and in the Book of Revelations, 
I find a most striking passage, a plain declara- 
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tion, a noble expression, the language of which is 
truly fine; it is the pure breathing of that God 
who is justly styled a God of love : (for so most of 
the inspired writers entitle him)—** Love and mercy 
with him dwell, the milder graces of his throne/'* 
Really if men would but take the trouble to read 
tlie Bible, they would find that the further they pro- 
ceeded, the clearer, the stronger, and more positive 
assurances they would find of this doctrine. The 
following passage clearly confirms this latter obser- 
vation : — 

Rev. xxi. 4. ** And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no niore 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things wre passed 
away." If eternal punishment is to be inflicted, 
this passage of Scripture must be wrong ; but where 
is the man who dare say that the Bible is incorrect, 
—or that St. John, the Divine, is wrong ? On the 
contrary, it is clear and plain ; for, in order that he 
should not be misunderstood, he has expressed him- 
self in the strongest terms, and in many different 
ways and forms. He says, ** All tears shall be 
wiped away ; there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, nor any more pain;" and then 
he tells us, ** because the former things are passed 
away." It is manifest, beyond a doubt, that God 
will be all in all; when the former things are 
passed away, we shall be able to glorify, honour, and 
praise him — ^then shall we have that peace, tran- 
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quillity, and happiness, whicli will exist to all eter- 
nity ; as will further appear from the foUowing^ 
verse : — 

Rev, xxi, 5. " And he tliat sat upon the 
throne said. Behold, I make all things new. And 
he said unto me, Write : for these words are true and 
faithful." Will any one presume to contradict the 
words of God himself? " And he that sat upon the 
throne, said ;" this evidently implies, that it was^the 
omnipotent God himself that said, ^^ I will make all 
things new. And he said unto me. Write, for these 
words are true and faithful." If all things are 
made new, of which we have no reason to doubt, 
then shall we be made anew, and rendered lit to 
dwell with the everlasting Father. 

*<0 thou whose mercy knows no bounds. 

Else had thou ne'er redeenCd thy foe / 
Whose love's a fathomless profound, 

Which knows, we wish still more to know ; 
'Tis his to chace dark grief away, 

Tears wipe from every faccy 
Our Jesus speaks, the toorlds obey, 

The univeTse is peace. 

<* Finish then thy new creation^ 

Pure, unspotted, may we be; 
Let xa see thy full salvation. 

Perfectly restored to thee ! 
ChangM from glory into glory. 

Till in heaven we take our place ; 
Till we cast our crowns before thee. 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise." 
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Rev. xxi. <). ^* And he said unto me, it is 
done. I am Alpha and Omega^ the beginning and 
the end : I will give nnto him that is atliirst of tihe 
fountain of the water of life freely.^' The beginning 
and the end must and will be the same, as is so 
beantifully proved by the Rev. W. Law, whose 
work I have before referred yon to. Here is a 
plain fact: God himself, the Alpha and Omega, 
declares, ** that he will give unto him that is athirst of 
the fountain of the waters of life freely ;^^ and who 
will attempt to deny his power and his willingness ? 
He ^i only gives, but gives freely, a fountain, not a 
drop ; but that he will first punish, will be shown by 
the following verse : — 

Rev. xxi. 8. ** But the fearful, and unbeliev- 
ing, and the abominable, and murderers, and whore- 
mongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone : which is the second death." In 
this verse are comprehended many, I fear, that will 
meet punishment hereafter. The first are the 
fearful. There are many with whom I have con- 
versed on the subject of universal restoration, love, 
&c. who have observed, " It is a dangerous doc- 
trine, I am afraid to believe in it;" but why 
should they be afraid to believe the Word of God, 
and adore his love ? And as I have repeatedly 
said before, St. John saith, " God is love." Shall 
not his love then be made manifest ? Shall it not be 
iviade known ? Shall I attempt to hide it from the 
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world? No. My only regret is, that I do not pos* 
dess learning and ability enough to state the hun- 
dredth part of what I feel; and that some more 
efficient person has not taken up the subject. Still 
I am induced to do the best I can ; if I have but one 
talent, it is my duty to exercise that talent, in order 
to rouse some more able pen to show forth these glad 
tidings and pour forth his praise ; and I hope and 
trust that this spark may be kindled into a flame, — 
that this light may be seen all over the world. But 
weak and feeble as my pen is, I shall not fail to tell 
mankind, that love and mercy with him dwell, the 
milder graces of his throne; nor to express my senti- 
ments, as far as my ability will allow, to the fullest of 
my comprehension and understanding. The second 
are the unbelieving. This, I consider, implies those 
who do not believe in universal restoration, or the 
final redemption of mankind from misery. The five 
following sinful practices alluded to in this verse, 
are vices too commonly known among us. The next 
seems more fully denounced against — ^* all liars.^^ 
These appear to be men who, although they have 
a full conviction in their own minds of the truth of 
this unbounded love, this eternal restoration, yet, 
for some worldly interest, preach the horrible doc- 
trine of everlasting damnation, and make use of 
such words and such expressions as are not to be 
found in any part of the Bible. Then follows the 
essence — " Shall have their part in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death.'' The first death is well known to us, 

L 
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but it is the second and last death that is here spokea 
of. The first death is the separation of the soul 
from the body> and the second death is the death of 
pain and misery in hell. The time will come when 
the gates and chains of hell will be broken. For as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive> 
when pain and miseiy shall be no more ; when all will 
be given up to God the Father ; when God will be all 
in all; when there shall be one fold and one shep-* 
herd; when time shaU have an end; when there 
shall be no more crying^ no more sorrow, no more 
pain ; and when the Almighty, the great Jehovah, 
will wipe away the the tears from off all faces, for 
he hath created nothing in vain, as he saith, ** 1 
have created them for my glory.^* Is it then con- 
sistent with the great glory of God, to which end 
man was created, that mankind should endure eternal 
pain? 

Rev.xxii. 12. *< And behold I come quickly; 
and my rewu*d is with me, to give every man accord- 
ing as his work shall be.^^ From this it may be 
presumed that his coming will be sudden and un* 
expected — ^in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
and that our rewards will be according to our works. 
Let us then endeavour to gain the prize of high 
caUing : let us strive to obtain the greatest reward 
and the highest seat in his holy habitation. We 
are told that ** no one doeth good, no not one ; ^^ there- 
fore, according to this, all mankind, every person that 
hath existed for ages past, and those yet unborn, will 
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remain to all eternity in torment, if this doctrine of 
universal restoration be not trne> and we are told that 
no one liveth and sinneth not, and that no impure 
thing shall see the Lord : we must be spotless and 
without blemish. But we are ako told that we shall be 
made pure, that we shall be purified, as gold is puri- 
fied ; as gold is tried in the fire, so shall we be tried. 
It is then, and nottUl then, that we can enter into 
the Holy of Holies. It is therefore clear that good 
works will be rewarded, and bad ones punished, as 
the text states. And be it remembered, that it is 
the Omnipotent himself, the Alpha and Omega, that 
sayeth, ^^ My reward is with me, to give unto every 
man according as his works may be.^^ Mark what 
follows in the 18th ver. of the same chapter, ^* For 
I testify unto every man that heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this Book, if any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book.^^ Let me ask, doth 
not he add, who sayeth, God will punish to all eter- 
nity ? I cannot find in the whole Bible, that these 
words, "to all eternity," are made use of, but to 
express the sense of endless happiness; and, I 
believe, in the New Testament these words are made 
use of, but in only a very few instances, to convey 
a different meaning; notwithstanding, I have 
repeatedly heard the horrible expressions of ^* ever- 
lasting damnation," and of "punishment to all 
eternity," preached. Nor can I find such expres- 
sions as the following in Holy Writ, although 1 
have repeatedly heard them made use of in the 
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pulpit : — ** It is better to bear a little pain now than 
to be liable to eternal pain hereafter.'* '^ Most have 
rendered man for ever miserable/^ ^^ The penally 
of eternal death/' ^^ And your punishment will be 
eternal/' ** CaU upon God to assist you before yon 
are lost to all eternity." " The wicked shall be 
consigned to eternal misery." '^ They shall be con- 
signed unto the grave and endless misery." <^ Hell 
shall be your eternal destiny hereafter." ** By the 
everlasting fire of hell." '^ Eternal pain and 
shame will be the consequence/' &c. It is impossible 
for me so completely to refute these horrible ex- 
pressions as Mr. V^inchester has done in one of his 
Hymnsy therefore I shall introduce it^ and although 
every verse is a question, it establishes the fact in 
my favour ; not only so, but they are peculiarly fine 
and breathe such very superior feeling, that if put 
in the scale they would bear down all these harsh 
sentences and threatenings. 

<< Who will regret that Christ should have 
The souls for which he paid ? 
Who can be sorry he should save 
All that Jehovah made ? 

<< Say, can he be too much ador'd, 
Who dy'd for ev'ry man? 
Are you not willing that your Lord 
Should rescue all he can? 

" Will you be angry when you know 
That Jesus all shall gain ? 
Are you unwilling all should bow | 

To Christ the Lamb once slain I 



113 

<< Are you afraid thai Christ should be 
Too mach beloved by men ?. 
And that he should too fully see 
The fruit of all his pain ? 

" Can it be possible that you 
Should be enragM at those. 
Who hope that Jesus will subdue 
His most rebellious foes ? 

*< And if that he should bring them all 
To love him heartily, 
And raise them wholly from their fall, 
Would you offended be ? 

*' If Christ gets honour by each soul 
Whom he doth cleanse and save, 
If ever he should save the whole, 
Will he less glory have ? 

" Whence then arises all this rage. 
Against this plan of love ? 
If Jesus doth therein engage, 
Who will his right disprove? 

" ^is best to let this work alone. 
If *tis of men *twill end 5 
But if the Lord this doctrine own. 
Prosperity he^H send." 

And also in contradiction to such shocking decla- 
rations is a gfreat portion of the Bible, Apocrypha, 
and Testament, as you wiU find by examination. 
The word " eternal" is, with very few exceptions, nsed 
in reference to, or in connection with, the words joy, 
peace, happiness, and the like, or to allude to that 
blessed time when there will be no more crying, 
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no more sorrow, no more pain ; when tears will be 
wiped away from all faces. Why then is the great 
love of God not shown to ns ? Why are we thus kept 
in darkness? Why not have this genuine doctrine 
preached to ns? Why not let the love of God be 
spread amongst us ? Why not let the gniliy sinner 
know that God is love, as well as to be continually 
holding out threatenings? Are not we, who are 
endowed with reason, a part of his works ? Why 
not say, that love and mercy with him dwell, the 
milder graces of his throne ? Why not tell mankind 
that he careth for them? Why not say that he 
loveth us as a father doth his only son ? Why not say 
that he loveth those whom he chasteneth,and that the 
chastisement is for purification? That there will be 
punishment in another world is as clear as noon day ; 
there can be no doubt of it, but for what duration 
of time is not known to man. Although this shock- 
ing doctrine of endless torment has been preached 
for a century or more, let me ask, what good it hast 
produced. Has it prevented crime? Has it re- 
strained men from sinning ? Has it made men more 
moral ? No ; I fear men are but little better than 
before this horrible doctrine of eternal misery was 
preached. Let me ask. What do we think of a man, 
in this life, whose son has offended him, and for this 
offence the father shall punish him the whole of his 
natural life? What would the world say of him? 
Would they not say that he was unworthy the name 
of a Christian ? Shall we then dare to think that the 
great Jehovah is worse than man ; that he will con* 
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tinue his punishment to all eternity? Those who 
think thus^ can have no love, no mercy, no kindness, 
no forgiveness in their souls ; but are lost to all 
good feelings, are too sordid, too contracted, too 
narrow-minded, even for this tvorldi they have bnt a 
poor prospect of a life of trae felicity, and a very 
short view of the time when troubles shall cease. 
I have, from my youth, been brought up to the 
Church of England, and great pains have been 
taken with me to inculcate its doctrine ; but never, 
from the first dawn of reason, could I listen with 
any pleasure to the doctrine of everlasting punish- 
ment. It always appeared to me to be inconsistent 
with supreme perfection and goodness. Yea, many a 
time have I been driven almost to despair ; but for- 
tunately for me, at the very time that I was in this 
desponding state of mind, I met with a delightful 
work, published by the Rev. EUhanan Winchester, 
and with exquisite joy and pleasure I heard him 
preach the glad tidings of great joy. He spoke of 
God's love in such an extensive way, that it sckhi 
dispersed all fears, all doubts from my mind ; and 
when he spoke of peace and good-will to all man- 
kind, it gave quiet and peace to my soul. Oh! 
what glad tidings were these: the joy I felt is not 
to be described. Soon after he took his depar- 
ture for America. I was much delighted with 
his successor, that eloquent preacher, Mr. Vidler, 
whose works I also read with enthusiasm, and for 
years, yea, for many years, I have had the desire 
to make known to the world my sentiments, but was 
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and yet not be able to reach the summit of its great 
ness. But simple as I am, I feel convinced that it 
is my duty to do the best I can, hoping some person 
of superior talent may take up his pen, and more 
fuUy illustrate the subject. If I am only the tinder- 
box, only the match, I shall be content and fully 
gratified, if this little spark shall burst into a flame. 
I know too weU that this work wiU not bear the scru- 
tinizing eye of a critic ; but simple as it may be, I have 
one great consolation, and it is a matter of great 
pleasure to me to say, that I know it to be the sin- 
cere truth, and the dictates of my conscience ; and 
I do not hesitate to add, that my conscience up- 
braideth me not, but on the contrary, it is the pure, 
the sincere dictates of my conscience, and the sincerity 
of my heart. It certainly is very strange, but no 
more strange than true, that the truth of this 
doctrine comes out, in many instances, where it is 
uot intended, — ^in churches, and from the most 
violent of preachers and supporters of the doctrine 
of everlasting punishment. Almost all the publica- 
tions of Psalms of the new version, and Hymn^ 
used by every denomination of Christian and Jews, 
that 1 have perused and sung with much pleasure, 
have a reference to this delightful doctrine of 
universal restoration, although the preachers hold 
forth a different doctrine. Surely there must be 
something very strange ; the truths as 1 before 
observed, will come out without being intended. 
Although I have extended this work far beyond the 
limits I at first intended ; yet so long as I can find 
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Any publication in support of my doctrine, I cannot 
conclude this delightful subject, without some refer- 
ence to it, and a most powerful one I find in the 
8elect portion of Psalms, sung in Chelmsford Church, 
in the county of Essex. Sorely the compiler of them 
must have had an opinion like mine, or his poetry 
could not so clearly have shown it. Either I may 
again say, that the truth will, in some way or other, 
show itself, or that the truth of the doctrine came out 
against his will, for had he felt all the conviction 
that I feel, he could not have written more to the 
purpose. 

Psalm xxii. 4. 

*'Tliea shaU the glad converted world, 
To God their homage pay \ 
And all the natioot of the earth. 
One sovereign Lord obey.** 

Is it possible that language can be stronger 
than this : it is as if the poet had said all the world 
will be converted and pay homage to God. Nay, 
many of this collection are so strongly expressed on 
the subject, that if they had been studied or written 
expressly for the Universalist Chapel, they could 
not be finer or more appropriate. One would really 
think that the author must have had such ideas. 
Did he not wish to extend God^s love and mercy 
to all mankind when he wrote the 3d verse of the 
30th Psalm ? 
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« Hence to thy conrCs iHalitke worlds 
With soags of praise repair j 
With me thy truth, with me proclaim 
Thy providence and care." 

And, as if anticipating the restoration of all 
things, in the following verse he says : — 

*' Regtared thas I gladly sing, 
To thee my voice I raise ; 
Thy hand its daily gifts bestows. 
To thee be daily praise.** 

But how much stronger is his language, I had 
almost said Divine, for surely it breathes something 
like Divine love in the 4th Hymn, 3d and 4th 
verses. 

*< The heathen realms abroad, 
Shall join in sweet accord ; 
And aU the sons of men shall see, 
The glory of the Lord. 

** Behold the day spring rise, 
Ye that in darknetB dwell} 
He marks the path which leads to jwoce, 
He humtt the gatee of heiir 

Can any thing be more sublime than this. ** He 
bursts the gates of hell/^ Blessed be God, the 
time will come when the gates of hell will be no 
more; when justice will be satisfied; when there 
will be no more crying, no more sorrow, no more 
pain ; when Ood wiU be all in all ; when peace, love. 
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harmony I joy y and gladness will reign time without 
end. And in the 32nd Psalm, Ist ver. as if in pious 
exultation, he says — 

*' Rejoice ! for blest are tbey, 
Wboie sins are covered o*er ; 
Divioely blest, to wbom the Lord, 
Iwnpuiea their guilt no more/* 

Oh! what interesting words are his, in the 
3d part of the 34th Psalm, ver. 2. 

« O come, your voice triompbant raise, 
And sing with me your Maker's praise ; 
O taste with me, O taste and prove. 
The blessings of bis bommdleMi lot§y 



Boundless love ! How frequently, in Holy 
Writ, do these sublime words appear. Love, which 
has no bounds, no limits, no end ; a height without 
any bound, a depth without any bottom. Why then 
do so many, both preachers and laymen, endeavour 
to prevent this perfect love from being known, 
by endeavouring to turn it into hatred, by introducing 
eternal misery. Far sweeter is the following verse 
than such sentiments, such feelings as these : — 



*' Hail ! Saviour of the human race ! 
Hail fountain of eternal grace ! 
Thrice happy who on thee recline. 
Nor own, nor ask a help but thine." 
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How peculiarly fine and well adapted to my 
subject is the 4tli ver. of the 40th Psalm : — 

*' Wbo can the wond*roat works recount. 

Which thou, my God, for me has wrought ? 
The treasures of thy love ttamunmtf 

The powVs of number, speech, and thought." 

How g^rand and wonderfully sublime must the 
ideas of the Poet be — to what an extent was his 
mind elevated^ for who can tell how rich the trea- 
sures of God are ! They surpass all understanding, 
and as this author says, ^' it surpasseth even our 
thoughts ;'^ and, to the desponding, he kindly ad- 
dresses, the 3rd and 5tli verses of the 42nd Psalm : — 

<< Why restless? why cast down, my soul? 
Seek God, and heMl employ 
His aid for thee, and change thy ngh* 
To thankful hymns of joy. 

« Why restless ? Why cast down, my soul ? 
Hope still, and thou shalt sing 
The praise of him who is thy God, 
Thy health^s eternal spring/* 

He does not stop here, but in the 3rd ver. of 
the 57 th Psalm, he goes on to tell us, that his mercy 
is hiffher than the Heavens: — 

"Thy praises. Lord, I will resound 
To all the listening nations round. 
Thy mercy highest heaven transcends ; 
Thy truth heyond the clouds extends.'* 

M 
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Nor does he stop here, although he has 
raised his idea as high as Heaven, for in the 4th 
ver. of the 62nd Psalm, he tells us, that love and 
mercy with him dwell, and are the milder graces 
of his throne. Certainly his throne would not 
be graced without them, and his throne is the 
highest of all possible greatness and grandeur; 
and then goes on — 

" In might to reign— in pow> f excel— 
Belongs of right to God alone ; 
Bat love and mercy with him dwell. 
The milder gracei of his throne." 

In the 3rd ver. of this Psalm, God is very pro- 
perly described as the merciful and just, and I hope 
it will not be considered presumption in me, if I 
dare venture to ask, can it be just to punish man to 
all eternity, for the sins he may have conunitted in 
this short space of life ? The Almighty has blessed 
me with reason, as well as that great gift the Bible, 
from whence I have derived and formed the 
opinions I liere publish. Shall then the light of the 
Gospel, and the light of reason also, be hid under a 
bushel ? No ; with that reason with which I have 
been blessed, I will exercise the best skill I have, 
and with the purest of motives ; and with the greatest 
desire of doing good, I will venture to ask, shall 
not his love be made known ? May his love be 
spread abroad in our hearts, that we may dwell 
together in unity and brotherly love ; and may we 
be humble and thankful, and not forget his benefits. 
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bat with pious gratitude pour forth our grateful song, 
as in the 4th ver. ** In might to reign — ^in power 
t' excel," &c. &c. And who dare for one moment 
to doubt his supreme power. How then can any man 
attempt to assert that he does not far, very far, excel, 
especially in goodness, and more especially in love and 
kindness. For as he hath declared that he created 
all things for his glory, will he leave our souls in hell ? 
No; for in that he would not be glorified. But 
the time will come when all kindreds, all nations 
will come and fall down, and worship before him ; 
when God will be all in all ; when there will be no 
more crying, no more sorrow, and no more pain ; 
when tears shall be wiped away from all faces. Ye 
that are sinners, and many I fear there are, do, 
I beseech you, turn unto the Lord, for he will 
abundantly pardon ; and see what comfortable words 
are to be found in the 66th Psalm, ver. 4, as sung in 
Chelmsford Church : — 

<* O blest for ever be my God, 
Who never, when I pray. 
Withholds his mercy from my soul, 
Or turns his face away.** 

Take courage then, and turn to your God, for 
he will not withhold his mercy, nor turn his face 
away ; take comfort, for all his ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all his paths are peace. There is 
no comfort, no peace for the wicked, saith my God. 
In a sort of ejaculation, the author of the Psalms 
just quoted, shows what an enlarged mind he must 
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have had, for in the 3rd ver. of the 67th Psalm, he 
says — 

**Let differing nations join. 
To celebrate thy fame ; 
Let all the worldf O liord, oombine, 
To praise Iby glorious name.'* 

He here invites the whole world to join in 
praises to God, and he very properly invites the 
whole world, for God excludeth no country, no 
kingdom, no person, for he created all things and 
every thing, every human heing that exists and hath 
existed upon the face of the w^hole earth. For thou, 
the righteous Judge and King, dost govern all the 
earth. He saith, I will be to him a Pather, and 
he shall be to me a son. 



'* ReheUioiCf sons shall seek thugrace^ 

And humbled enemies repair, 
To worship at thy dwelling-place, 
An^aUihe wwldpaj homage there. 



t% 



Here the language is, if possible, finer and 
stronger : " Rebellion's sons.''^ Whether the poet 
here speaks of the fallen angels, or of mankind, is 
not material. He says they will be humbled, and 
so they will, without doubt ; and they will be punished 
also, but to what extent I must^not presume to think, 
as he saith, when speaking of man^s knowledge, 
** So far shalt thou go and no further.^^ This 
mystery is, for wise purposes, kept from man. No 
word is found in the Holy Bible to explain this, but 
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sure and certain we are that judgment will come, and 
that punishment will follow. We read in the Bible 
that no one is perfect, no not one. Let us then 
reason upon this subject. Does it follow that 
because all have sinned, all must be punished time 
without end ? We have need to be made clean ; we 
must have our guilt washed away ; and ought not 
this to be enough to warn us against sin ? We shall 
be purged with hyssop ; we must be made white as 
snow ; we must undergo all these trials ; we shall 
all be punished for our misdeeds. I repeat it, and 
think it not presumption to say, that we shall not 
be punished " everlastingly^ without redemption,'''* 
And to those who preach up everlasting punishment 
I say, be ye not overcome with evil, but overcome 
evil with good. By the view I take of the Scrip- 
tures, and of this delightful and beautiful poetry, all 
is harmony and sublimity ; all pure, all Divine ; 
all worthy of the great God who created man. All 
these select portions of Psalms are full of such 
delightful strains, that I cannot but trace them 
through, and those who do not feel as I feel, should 
cease to use them, for they were not vnritten for 
those who will not see, nor for the blind who will 
not be led. I do not expect that the bigot will read 
this work ; nor that the learned man will listen tu a 
person of so little education as myself; but, by God^s 
assistance, I nevertheless hope it may prove a 
source of comfort to the doubtful, the wavering, and 
the weary ; and may be a li^ht to enlighten those 
who sit in darkness, and heal the broken-hearted ; 
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a liglit to assbt those wlio groan under the weight of 
siuy and confirm^ establish, and strengthen the 
minds of those who think with me, as the poet 
expresses himself in the 3rd and 4th verses of the 
S(>th Psalm. 

^Thy boundlew mercy ihowii to me, 

Tranacends my pow*r to tell ; 
For thou hast oft redeem'd my soul 
From lowest depths of hell. 

**Thy bounteous goodness always did 
To me assistance bring; 
O thou, of patience, mercy, truth. 
The ererlasting spring! 

Thank Heaven ! I can, with the poet, B&y, his 
bounteous goodness has been shown to me, and like 
him I fail to express my feelings. Words cannot 
express the joy, the tranquillity, and the satisfaction 
of my mind, and with pious ejaculation, 1 may add : — 

** Oh ! thou of patience, mercy, truth. 
The everlasting spring." 

<< O let us to his courts repair. 
And bow with adoration there; 
Down on our knees devoutly all, 
Before our Lord and Maker fall." 

The 97th Psalm is to the same effect as the 
86th :— 

''The Lord is King*^ehovah reigns— 
The rising hills, the spreading plains. 

Their general joy confess. 
The earth is glad— all nature smiles— 
And nations, with nnnumber'd isles, 
Their great Creator bless. 
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*^ ArrayM a« Judge, behold, he comes !— - 
His awfal Toice unbars the tombs! 

The hills with terror shake : 
Before him burns devouring fire : 
The mountains melt, the seas retire, 

And earth's foundations quake. 

'^But while his foes, with pale dismay. 
Fly from the sight, and shun the day, 

With deep heart-breaking sigh : 
Lift up your heads, ye saints, rejoice ! 
Nor dread the solemn trumpet's voice I— 

Redemption draweth nigh ! 

'* The Lord is King-— Jehovah reigns — 
The rising hills, the spreading plains. 

Their general joy confess. 
The earth is glad— all nature smiles— 
And nations, with unnumbered isles. 

Their great Creator bless. 

These expressions are consonant to my senti- 
ments, and it appears as if the author^ with me, saw 
plainly, that after punishment, forgiveness would 
follow, and that he anticipated these blessed tidings 
would come^ andfinally the restoration of all. He 
desires us not to dread the trumpet's solemn sound, 
because " Redemption draweth nigh." Again the 
poet,' in several strains, tells us — 



■ ** All nature smiles, 

And nations, with unnumbered isles. 
Their great Creator bless.'' 

If all nature will smile, none can be left in 
misery, but all will bless God; and adds, that the 
Almighty comes, or will come as a Judge, unbar 
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the tombs, and thai dewurmff&re win bom before 
him. May I not then saj, if this fire be devouring, 
it must destroy, and that in time there will be 
nothing for it to consume? Does not this then 
plainly tell ns, that there will be an end of this fire ? 
And how can all nature atrnUe, if this fire were to 
continue to all eternity f It cannot exist, it must 
cease when nothing is left for it to feed upon ; as 
ei-ery one, of common sense must know, that when 
a thing is devoured it must be annihilated, and can 
no longer exist. And how sweetly does he continue, 
for he tells us, that ** Redemption draweth nigh,^** as 
if he had said after this fire hath consumed all 
sin, then it is that *^ Redemption draweth nigh.** 
What can be finer and more delightful than the 
100th Psalm :— 

**Te people all, on earth who dwell, 
Siog to the Lord with cheeifal roice ! 
Serve hhn wiCh tear, his mercies tell. 
Come ye belbn him and rejoice. 

*For know, the Lord is God alooe ; 
Kaow that from him we all proceed : 
Ht wa4ti*-ht claims us for his own*- 
IWshMf that m his pasture feed. 

"^OfS^N). IM^ hb gates, wiUi praise! 
A|fw«w l i hia cwurts with holy joy ! 
V»w ln< Mili. milh varai devotioo raise ! 
Y<Mr%MifW« Itt fiattfttl hymas employ ! 

<«IWtMli»(««tMiMit^ j«i»t» andfoodi 
l^vwwi'^ HliiM^«vees«Mre: 
R^ Mlht >kt 9JI tiiw«« taA hath stood, 
J^«i| 4h«A Akw 9f « h> «g« endure.** 
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Here we are told that we should be cheerful^ 

— that we should speak of his mercies. May I not 

then tell these glad tidings, and speak of his mercies ? 

David of old tells us, that ^^ His mercies are great 

and higher than the Heavens ;^^ that "He made 

and claims us for his own/^ Will he then leave his 

own in eternal fire ? No ; it is contrary to the 

Divine attributes of God. He further says, we 

should approach his courts with holy joy; that our 

tongues should express our gratitude; that he is 

gracious, just, and good ; and what is, if possible, 

still more comforting, that his mercy is for ever stire. 

And in the 103rd Psalm and 4th ver. he tells us 

that God is thus merciful, because he considers man 

a work of clay : — 

*^ For God, who all oar frames surveys, 
Considers maD a work of clay; 
He knows that all our fleeting days 
Like grass or flowers, fade away." 

There are a vast many other passages which I 
could copy, of equal merit, but I shall stop here, and 
only refer you to two other extracts from this 
Psalm Book. First, the three first verses of the 1st 
part of the 139th Psalm : — 

<'Thou, Lord, by strictest search, hast known 
My rising up and lying down ; 
My secret thoughts are known to thee, 
Known long before conceivM by me. 

^ Thine eye my bed and path surveys, 
My public haunts and private ways; 
Thou know'st what His my lips would Tent— 
My yet unntler^d words, intent. 
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**SurroaDded by thy powVI stand; 
On every side I find thy band. 
O skill, for human reacb too high— 
Too dazzling bright for mortal eye t 

I shall not comment upon these verses, as they 
}«peak for themselves, and apply to me and every 
one. And lastly, the 4th verse of the 2nd part of 
the 150th Psalm :— 

*' All who vital breath enjoy, 
In bis praise that breath employ i 
And in one great choras join ; 
Praise, O praise the name divine ! 

What a blessed thing it is to know that the 
time will come, when every one that hath breath 
will unite in one great chorus of praise and adora- 
tion to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords ! 

Opening the Bible one day, and reading the 
25th chapter of Isaiah, I was struck with wonder 
and delight, beyond all expression. In this 
chapter we find that the face of the covering cast 
over all people, and the vail that is spread 
over all nations will be destroyed. Who will 
destroy? The answer is plain — for who has the 
power to destroy, but God himself? and we find it 
here explained who it is, and in what manner this 
shadow, this vail is to be destroyed: *' He will 
swallow up death in victory,'''' The victory here 
spoken of is more fully explained in the following 
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sublime and delightful words : — " And the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces/' Pause 
here ; reflect and consider how kind and con- 
descending is the Father of all created beings. Let 
me ask, What persons are thought more highly of 
among us than the kind hearted, the sympathising ; 
those who visit us in our afflictions, our troubles, 
our griefs ; those who wipe away the widow's and 
orphan's tears ? How much greater then is 
God's love ? As St. John emphatically expresses 
himself, " God is love." And that love is plainly 
shown in the passage wherein he tells us, " The 
rebuke of this people shall be taken away.'' 
Who does he here speak of— the Protestants 
of the Church of England, the Catholics 
of Spain, the Jews, the Mahometans, or the 
Hindoos ? It is too plain for any. one to doubt of 
whom he speaks. It is not of any particular sect, 
but THE WHOLE EARTH of whom he speaks ; for he 
saith, ** All kindred, all nations, shall come and 
worship before him." Can words be more delight- 
ful ? Can words be finer, or more convincing ? No ; 
nothing can be more explicit, nothing can be 
sweeter. The expression is so grand, so great, that 
it cannot be surpassed. And who hath spoken it ? 
The Lord God, the Almighty Jehovah. The con- 
clusion of the verse runs thus : — " For the Lord 
hath spoken it, and it shall not fall to the ground." 
He hath promised and it will be fulfilled. 

lyr. Watts, in his Work, entitled Watt 8' a World 
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to Come J speaking of future liappiness^ p. 24o, 
says : — 

<' We shall hunger no more, we shall thirst no more, 
nor shall the sun light on us with its parching beams ; 
nor shall we be annoyed with fire or frost, with heat or 
cold, in those temperate and happy regions. The lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed his people 
for ever there with the fruits of the tree of life, and with 
unknown entertainments suited to a glorified state. He 
shall lead them to living fountains of waters, and God 
shall wipe away a// tears from their eyes. ^' 

Although this great writer speaks in fine lan- 
guage, and in very high terms of the exalted state 
of the righteous, and quoted one of those beautiful 
passages which is selected by me, and I believe 
everp writer on universal restoration in all ages, 
yet he overlooks the word all, and applies the whole 
of the verse only to those in a state of happiness. 
There appears to me a little contraction of mind on 
this point. How it can be applied to those enjoying 
felicity, is certainly strange, because there cannot 
be any crying or sorrow in such a state, neither can 
there be any tears to tcipe away. But on the subject 
of everlasting punishment, he writes in very 
strong terms, yet it is somewhat extraordinary, 
that in various parts of his works, he shows that the 
pains and troubles that we meet with in this world 
" serv^e as a punishment for our sins, to train us by 
degrees for the Heavenly World ;" but in p. 160, he 
seems doubtful as to the meaning of two texts, to 
which he refers his readers, which I shall show here- 
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after. Although, in my opinion, there cannot be the 
least question as to their meaning, if you read them 
as they stand, and draw your conclusion from the 
literal sense of them. I confess myself somewhat 
indebted to him for his reference, as it has more 
particularly drawn my attention to these texts, as 
they serve to support my argument, but how he can 
have quoted them, in support of endless torment, 
is to me astonishing. His citation is only this : 
Ephesians i. 10, and Colossians i. 20, but I shall 
give you the words : — " That in the dispensation of 
the Jidlness of times fhe might gather together in one, 
all things in Christ, both which are in Heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him.'' — " And, having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself ; by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in Heaven." 
The manner in which I view these important dispen- 
sations, that will take place in the fullness of times 
here spoken of, is — ^when Christ shall have com- 
pleted his Mediatorial kingdom, when all things both 
in Heaven, in earth, and under the earth, are recon- 
ciled to God ; when the prisoners will be released, 
when all will be gathered within one fold, under one 
shepherd ; when sorrow shall have passed away, and 
endless peace shall have begun ; then will come to 
pass the saying that is written, ** Death shall be swal- 
lowed up in victory." Both these harmonious verses 
are equally fine and expressive ; the words of which 
I cannot omit, because I not only consider them 

N 
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Divinely fine, but plain and positive ; clearly sbew* 
ing that Christ, by the blood of his cross, hath 
reconciled all things to himself. So wonderfully 
diversified are the sublime declarations, and so 
varied are the expressions of the Prophets in the 
sacred volume, that it astonishes me to find them so 
much mistaken, and so differently exhibited, 
although they all tend to the same point ; all pro- 
ceeding from the great love which God hath for 
us. All these various modes were rightly adopted 
that we should not pass over them, without ob- 
servation, or misconstrue them; from the many 
ways in which this wondrous love is so beauti- 
fully painted, it really is a wonder how any one 
can read the Sacred Book without having his mind 
brought to reflect on such a delightful passage as 
this, ** AU things were created, and shall all be 
reconciled by Christ." This is so completely in 
unison with many other texts, that it serves as an 
echo to them ; yet I must say a few words more 
on this passage. St. Paul not only tells us, that 
Christ had made peace for us, but states whereby 
this peace was made ; namely, by the blood of the 
cross, and by himself, in order to reconcile all things 
unto himself ; and that we should not mistake the 
meaning of these words, «aU things," he says, "whe- 
ther they be things in earth or things in Heaven." 

Dr. Watt's gives, in a note, (p. 160) the word 
ayotxsfakxiotot but he does not give the literal import 
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of it in our lang^ag^e ; it is to gather under one head. 
It is a matter of surprise to me, and I think it will 
appear extraordinary to my readers also, when they 
iind that in many parts in his Hymn Book are verses 
completely at variance with a great part of his work, 
entitled " Tlie World to Come." I intend to copy 
a few of them. I really do not know how it is, 
it is somewhat unaccountable, I cannot tell why it is 
so, yet it certainly is the case, the light I have been 
speaking of, will show itself; it appears as if it 
could not be hid ; its radiant beams will pierce 
through the dark clouds, in spite of all sophistry ; 
the truth cannot always be kept back, it will make 
its appearance, even against all opposition to resist 
its force ; it speaks peace, it cries out aloud — it is 
enough: I will restore, I will make all things 
anew, 1 will have joy and gladness, even in the 
Psalms and H3nnns of this most strenuous writer 
against universal restoration. The following are 
extracts from Rippon^s Arrangement of Dr. Watts's 
Hymns, in which the doctrine of universal restora- 
tion is clearly illustrated : — 

'' Great Prophet let me bless thy name j 
By thee the joyful tidings came. 
Of wrath appeased, of sins forgiven. 
Of hell tubdued, and peace with Heayea. 



** Jesus my great High Priest has dy*d, 
I seek DO sacrifice beside ; 
His blood did once for oil atone, 
And new it pleads before the throne. 



»» 
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*' The arms of mighty lave 
Defend our Sion well, 
And heavenly mercy walls us round 
From Babylon and bell.'* 

" With pitying eyes, the prince of grace. 
Beheld our helpless grief. 
He saw, and (O amazing love !) 
He ran to our relief. 



CC 



He spoilM the powers of darkness thus, 
And brake our iron chains j 

Jesus has freed our captive souls 
From everlasting pains. 



*' In vain the baffled prince of hell 
His cursed projects tries. 
We that were doom'd his endless slaves 
Are raW^d above the skies. 



*< Angels, assist our mighty joys. 
Strike all your harps of gold ; 
But when you raise your highest notes. 
His love can ne'er be told." 



'< While grace is offer'd to the prince, 
Tlie poor may take their share j 
No mortal has a just pretence 
To perish in despair.' 



»» 



" O blessed souls are they 

Whose sins arc covered o'er j 
Divinely blest, to whom the Lord 
Imputes their gvilt no more,^ 
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^* His power he sbowM by Moses' bands, 
And gave to Israel bis commands ; 
But sent bis truth and mercy down 
To all the noHont by his Son. 

" Let the whole earth bis power confess, 
Let the whole earth adore his grace ; 
The Gentile with the Jew shall join 
In work and worship so divine.*" 

<< Come, happy souls, approach your God 
With new melodious songs 5 
C!ome, render to almighty grace 
The tribute of your tongues. 

*' So strange, so boundless was the love 
That pityM dyine men, 
The Father sent his equal Son 
To give them life again. " 

'* But all was mercy, all was mild, 
And wrath /or#ooA the throne, 
When Christ on the kind errand came, 
And brought salvation down^"* 

4 

'* Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine. 
Demands my soul, my life, my all."' 

** Great prophet of my God, 

My tongue would bless thy name; 
By thee the joyful news 
Of our sahaiion came ; 

The joyful news 

Of sins forgiven. 

Of heU subdued. 

And peace with heaven.** 
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" Come let us join cor cheerfiil songs, 
With angels round the throne ; 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues^ 
But all their joys are one, 

^ The «j*olf enaHtm join in one. 
To blcas the sacred name 
Of him that sits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb.** 

Besides these deliglitfiil strams, there are many 
other, sweetly expresing the tender mercies of God^ 
so much so, that they would answer the use of a 
universaUst. I shall make no further comment on 
this sweet and delightful poetry, but leave the com- 
parison of it, and his ** World to Come," with the 
reader. Religion was never instituted to make men 
sad, but rather to gladden the heart ; it was not de- 
signed to make men droop their heads, but to induce 
them to look up to Heaven ; man was not formed for 
melancholy, but to be of a cheerful countenance ; 
the very nature of man dictates sociability. Religion 
was given for happiness; the very form of our 
bodies, the superior make of man, bespeak some- 
thing noble, it surpasseth every other being upon 
earth; the erect position of our heads speaks 
volumes ; it seems to tell us to aspire to something 
high, it tells us to soar above the earth. The soul 
that man possesseth, says there are greater things 
than those of this world to be obtained, and reason 
dictates the way to endless peace. On the subject 
of endless peace Dr. Watts speaks in a way that 
gives great pleasure to me ; he says, in page 213 : — 
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" There is Dotbini; but peace and pleasure, joy and 
love, goodness and benevolence, ease and satisfaction 
diffused through all the regions on high : there are no 
inward springs of uneasiness to ruffle the mind, none of 
those fretful ferments which were wont to kindle in the 
mortal body, and explode themselves with fire and thunder 
upon every supposed offence, or even sometimes without 
provocation. O happy state and blessed mansions of the 
saints, when this body of sin shall be destroyed, and all 
the restless atoms that disquieted the flesh and provoked 
the spirit to impatience shall be buried in the dust of death, 
and never, never rise again !^^ 

And in page 160 — 

<< When our Lord Jesus Christ shall have given up his 
mediatorial kingdom to the Father, and have presented 
all his saints spotless and without blemish before his throne, 
it is hard for us mortals in the present state to say, how 
far he shall be the everlasting medium of the communi- 
cation of divine blessings to the happy inhabitants on high. 
Yet when we consider that the saints and angels and the 
whole happy creation are gathered together in him as 
their head, it is certain they shall all be accounted in some 
sense his members; and it is highly probable he, as their 
head, shall be for ever active in communicating and 
diflfusing the unknown blessings of that world amongst all 
the inhabitants of it who are gathered and united in 
him." 



But on the subject of punisliment to the wicked, 
I do not so much admire him ; he observes, in page 
357— 
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''TheezprMB words of Christ and his apostles pro- 
aoUDeo these pDoishments < eternal;^ and sorely these 
words are giren to as to be the foundation of our faith and 
praoticoi aod the rales of oar hope and fear. My text 
seems to carry plain and unanswerable evidence in it. 
* The worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched/ And 
it is many times repeated in this chapter, and that with a 
special accent on the eternal duration of it, to make that 
cireomstance of it more observed and to aggravate the 
terror. Sach an awful repetition from the lips of the Son 
of God shoald make the sound of the vengeance dwell 
longer on the ear, and the threatening sink deeper into 
the soul. Let us next observe the final sentence which 
Christ as Judge, pronounces against impenitent sinners 
among the sons of men, as well as against fallen spirits, 
in Matt xxv. It is this, < Depart, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels f and as 
soon as the sentence is pronounced it is immediately exe- 
cuted, as our Saviour foretells in the last verse. ^ These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, and the righte- 
ous into life eternal,'* What he pronounces as a judge, he 
foretells also as a prophet that it shall be put in execution.^^ 

This quotation from Matthew xxv, 41 verse, 
" Depart ye cursed into everlasting fire,*' and also 
his quotation verse 46, ^' These shall go away 
into everlasting punishment : but the righteous 
into life etern«l|^^ were misunderstood or mis- 
applied, as may be proved by the original Greek 
words £i^ TO «tip TO fluoyytov. The literal and true 
translation of which is, to the /ire of agea^ and not 
everlasting fire, nor evejrlasting punishment, but 
the fire of agea« Also> the word eternal^ which 
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he makes use of in reference to the blessed. *^ The 
righteous shall go into life eternal/* Here again 
I must refer you to the Greek word o^voloj, which 
signifies deathless^ otherwise used for eternity^ 
therefore very properly applied to the righteous , as 
there will be no end to their felicity. Page 385 : — 

** I might here reply, by way of concession^ that If 
there were no other intelligent creatures to be witnesses 
of these eternal demonstrations of God^s holiness, his 
justice, and his hatred of sin ; and if God himself was the 
only Being who knew of these eternal punishments, I 
acknowledge I cannot see sufficient reason for this endless 
duration of them ; I cannot give any probable account 
why creatures, who are never to be corrected and re- 
formed, should be tormented for ever in secret ; God 
perfectly knows his own holiness and justice, without such 
monuments of it ; and since he has asserted this punish- 
ment, I think there miist be some creatures to receive a 
moral influence from the knowledge of it J* 

Here you see the Doctor makes a concession ; 
he appears willing to give way a little, and argues 
upon the propriety and justice of it ; he tells you 
he cannot see a sufficient reason for the endless 
duration of punishment, he cannot say why it should 
be so, he does not know what purpose it is to 
answer, for in that case they would never he cor^ 
rected or reformed, and continues, that God knows 
his own holiness and justice, without such monu- 
TKients as these, and thinks that some creatures will 
receive a moral influence from the knowledge of 
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it. Surely tliis part of his " World to Come'' must 
stagger some of his followers^ and all those wlio 
preach everlasting punishment^ if my argfuments 
and citations from tfae word of God^ and several 
writers upon the restitution of all created beings^ 
will not produce the effect I wish. Most likely these 
concessions and doubts of this celebrated and en- 
lightened man> will make them yield a little, or at 
least produce what it did in him — ^a great dotibt. 
But with me there is not the least doubt ; God is 
lave, in every sense of the word, and happiness will 
finally come; the fact is evident, the truth is clear, 
it will show itself. As 1 before told you, it cannot 
be hid, it will come out in some way or other ; not- 
withstanding all the learning, length and strength 
of argument in opposition to its truths, at last it 
comes out, and concession is made. There are but 
few books which have fallen into my hands that 
surpass the exquisite brilliancy and beauty in 
several parts of the works of the great Dr. Watts, 
especially the Seventh and Ninth Discourses in 
his ** World to Come:" but 1 think he was 
strangely mistaken and sadly at a loss when 
he asserted that there was not the least hint in the 
Bible contrary to everlasting punishment. It would 
be too harsh for me to say he was obstinate or blind, 
or void of feeling towards a fallen brother; yet 
one would be almost inclined to say, he could 
never have read Isaiah xxv. ; Revelations xxi. ; 
Hebrew viii. 8 ; Romans v. 20, 21, Notwithstand- 
ing the great and exalted ideas, the gracious 
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promises in the Bible, and the varied expressions of 
the prophets, all pointing to the same thing, it 
astonishes me to find them so little understood, and 
so differently represented, although they are all in 
perfect unison, and all direct to the same great 
object, the God of love ! ! and if viewed in the light 
I see them, all is perfect harmony ; and as they all 
proceed from the great love that God hath for us, 
they cannot be otherivise; all these varjdngs in 
expression, were wisely adopted, that we should not 
pass over them without observation, nor misconstrue 
their meaning ; the many ways in which this wonder- 
ful love is so fully described, it reaUy is astonish- 
ing how any one can go on reading chapter after 
chapter, without having their minds arrested, their 
thoughts exercised, and reflection produced on sncli 
delightful and comprehensive texts as these : — Colos- 
sians i. 16, ^^ All things were created by him and 
for him.^'' I. Corinthians xv. 22, ^* As in Adam all 
die, so in Christ shall all be made altveJ*'^ Can you 
want any thing further ? The word all is explained 
by Thomas Taylor, in his Concordance thus, ** every 
creature, every man, every person ; " and as a con- 
firmation of his opinion, he refers to Proverbs xvi. 
4 ; Psalms cxix., xci. ; II. Corinthians v. 10. 
This work was recommended to the public by the 
Rev. John Wesley. 



The word *^all" is very clearly explained as 
above in the following passage : — 
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Psalm IxvL 3. << For all the tvarld shall nor- 
•kip ihee, sing of thee, and praise thy name.'^ O 
what pleasure and satisfaction do these sublime and 
delightful words give the mind ; the very thought of 
all the ftorld meeting to worship God enraptures the 
soul beyond expression ; the anticipation of our 
joining this inmiense assembly in singing, making 
melody, and praising his holy name, carries with it 
peace and tranquillity, harmony and love; and if 
my readers will reflect on these important and ex- 
plicit words, '^ for all the world shall worship thee,^'* 
I think they cannot but agree with me. 

Some of Dr. Watts^s writings (in my opinion > 
are so much at variance that I cannot leave the sub- 
ject without further observations upon them, although 
he endeavours, by a great length of argument, 
to make all his readers believe in everlasting 
punishment ; yet no doubt there are some, as well 
as myself who. think otherwise : it has only served 
to confirm me more in my opinion to the reverse. 
Besides, there are but few of his quotations that 
are in support of his doctrine, and the principal one 
i8«-.« Where the worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched." My belief is, that the fire will de- 
stroy the worm, and that the fire will exhaust itself, 
which passage I think is fully and completely an- 
swered by Mr. Winchester, to whom I have before 
alluded. Besides, the many texts I have intro- 
duced, with comments, wiU demonstrate and ren- 
der, in the highest manner, Jlnal restoration certain. 
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If I had written as Dr. Watts lias^ I conceive I should 
have lessened and disparaged the dignified Majesty 
of the High and Mighty One ; but in contradiction 
to him, and in support of my reasoning, I have 
made an effort to show the Ahnightj as he is, — a God 
of love, full of compassion, and merciful, and that 
he will not punish without end : — ^first, because he 
made and claims us for hia own ; secondly, because 
he laveth those whom he chasteneth ; thirdly, be- 
cause he delighteih not in punishment, but in mercy ^ 
which he extendeth over all his works ; fourthly, 
because there is no end to his greatness and good^ 
ness ; fifthly, because we cannot measure the height 
of his love ; sixthly, because as in Adam all die, so 
in Christ shall all be made alive ; seventhly, because 
he is our Father and careth for us ; eighthly, 
because he is the God of all comfort ; and lastly, 
as St. John declares, he is the true, the pure, the 
very God of Divine love, and that he so loved the 
world that he sent his only begotten Son, to be a 
propitiation for our sins, and not for our sins only, 
but for the sins of the whole world. Come then and 
unite with me, and say — 

^ O come, your Toice triumphant nine. 
And sing^ with me your Maker^s praise; 
O taste with me, O taste and prove. 
The blessio|^8 of his boundleu love.** 

I have quoted several parts of Dr. Watts's 
works, for the purpose of showing their incoii* 
sistency, and as those passages of Scripture to which 
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plougk passed over ; but not until every effoK 
to prevent the work of destruction had been made 
by the people. So determined was every person 
that they disputed with the besiegers every inch 
of ground ; every kind of privation was endured 
to a surprising extent ; every thing that was horrible, 
every kind of trouble Ihat the mind can depict, 
was undergone ; every kind of suffering that 
was possible for human beings to endure was exer- 
cised upon them;— yet all these afflictions, these 
noble-minded and determined people bore to the 
astonishment of their most bitter enemies. The 
particular details of the hardships and miseries 
they underwent are too shocking for me to relate ; 
human nature shudders at the thoughts of them ;* yet 
notwithstanding all these occurrences, all the horrible 
spectacles that appeared before them, day after day, 
for a long period of time, their courage never forsook 
them, they fought with sndi determined bravery, that 
it surprised the world, and surpasseth every account 
in history. What they encountered was beyond any 
thing ever endured in any besieged place from that 
time, down to this very day. Death spread its 
mighty power over nearly one million and a half ^ 
human beings ; this vast number lay prostrate on 
the earth, and the remainder of them were led away 
captives, bound in chains and degraded to the lowest 
ebb, when every species of cruelty that could be 
invented was inflicted upon them ; neither age, sex, 

• Those who wish for the minute details, will find them m 
the various histories of the Jews. 
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nor beaaty waa regarded; every kind of insnlting' 
exaltation and degradation practicable was made 
of. 



The youth of the present day, both Jews and 
Christians, will naturally ask what was the cause of 
all these punishments. I will tell them, and I trust 
they will profit by it, and that it will serve as a warning 
to them to escape the wrath to come. It was their 
abominable wickedness — they polluted their altars, 
profaned their Sabbaths, disobeyed their laws, neg- 
lected their holy religion, trusted too much in their 
own strength, rebelled against their king, and for- 
sook their God, the High and Mighty One, the 
King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the great niiT 
(generally written thus — Elohim,) The want of union 
among them, the neglect of the book of Moses, their 
sedition, their disloyalty, and want of obedience to 
the commands of God, produced all the evils they suf- 
fered, and were the cause of their dispersion over all 
the world ; yet notwithstanding all their troubles and 
afiSictions, anguish, sorrow, and dispersion, (it may 
seem extraordinary to some,) they are still preserved 
a distinct race of people, observing many of their 
customs, ceremonies, and laws, although so many 
obstructions have been placed in their way; they 
live in confidence and have a weU-grounded hope 
that they will, at no great distance of time, return to 
their own land, become again a nation, with a king 
to govern them, and enjoy the same delightful spot 
of ground in which their forefathers dwelt. That 
Jerusalem will be rebuilt, and they again admitted to 
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the favour of God, the probability is greatly in 
their favour. Taken only in a natural point of 
view, nearly all, I may say, by far the greater 
part of their property, is in moveables, and consists of 
merchandise, jewels, gold, silver, and the like ; they 
have but in very few instances any landed property. 
The fact of their return to their own country is 
established in several parts of the Scriptures, but 
more particularly in the prophecy of Isaiah ; and so 
convinced am I of its truth, that I have not the least 
doubt of the fulfilment of it, and I am as certain of 
the event taking place, as I am of the universal and 
final restoration of every created being. 

The Jews are naturally of a cheerful disposition ; 
their quickness, their liveliness of manner, their 
shrewdness (when rudeness is omitted) is very pleas- 
ing : they are generally keen and penetrating, and 
of great natural talent. Their wealth being of the 
kind described is easily converted and readily re- 
moved, and their possessing landed property but 
in few instances, shows this is not their resting 
or abiding place. For proof of their return, I refer 
you to Isaiah xxx. 17 to 20 ; and xliii. 6. '^ One 
thousand shall jlee at the rebuke of one ; at the 
rebuke of five shall ye fiee: till ye be left as a 
beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign 
on an hill.* And therefore will the Lord wait, that 

* The Anthem, written by Hs^ndel, and adapted to these 
words, baa never been equalled. 
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he may be gracioas onto you ; and therefore will lie 
be exaltedy that he may have mercy npon you ; for 
the Lord is a God of judgment; blessed are all 
they that wait for him. For the people shall dwell 
in Zion at Jerusalem; thou shalt weep no more: he 
will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy 
cry ; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee. 
And thottgh the Lord give you the bread of adver- 
sity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy 
teachers be removed into a corner any more, but 
thine eyes shall see thy teachers.^^ — ^^ I will say to 
the north, Give up ; and to the south, Keep not back : 
bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth." To this peculiar race of people, 
1 address myself, and beg them to keep in mind these 
gracious promises. I most earnestly intreat them 
never to neglect their duty to the great Jehovah, but 
to conduct themselves in a way that will be well- 
pleasing to their Maker, the Almighty rf\%V the 
Elohim, never forgetting, ever practising, not only to 
their brethren, but to every person, all the moral. 
and social virtues, remembering that we also are 
a part of the works of God, and so far subdue their 
bigotry as to allow that we also may be admitted 
with them into the mansions oi peace eternal. I 
cannot leave this subject without making a few 
remarks, and offering some hints which I hope will be 
acceptable and useM,and asking a few questions, 
that may serve them to reflect upon, and, I hope, 
will do good. The Psalms of David are remarkably 
fine, they require our deliberate attention, and most 
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serious consideration. King* David was a highly 
gifted person, his natural talents were truly great ; 
he was a man after God''8 own hearty yet he was but 
a man, a mortal creature like ourselves ; he was also 
a great prophet. Notwithstanding all these qualities 
he was a frail being, and sinned, but he sincerely 
repented him of the evil ; he reflected on his conduct, 
and his consideration was — who have I defrauded ? 
his next thought was restitution ; he restored not 
only what he had taken, but fourfold; if any of 
you have committed the like trespasses, 1 say, Go 
and do thou likewise. 

Psalm xvi. 10 is especially worth your notice, 
— " Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt 
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." From 
this it is plain that David was fully convinced of 
the immortality of his soul ; although he had fears 
of its descent, yet he was confident it would not 
remain there ; his belief in its redemption is clear. 
But the latter part of this verse is very material, 
and from this arises my important questions — 
" Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see cor- 
ruption." Can it be supposed that David here spoke 
of himself? Is it likely that he would call himself 
holy ; and do we not know that his body saw cor- 
ruption.'^ This admitted, the text will carry me 
further, as it is clear that his fore knowledge 
extended to a period long after his decease. My 
idea on this subject is the same as that of all 
who profess Christianity. Their opinions are, 
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that the prophet foreknew and alluded to the 
crucifixion, deathi and resurrection of the Re- 
deemer of all men; that although his body would 
taste death, it would not renudn long enough in the 
grave to see corruption. If this is not what he 
intended to convey, I confess myself at a loss to say 
what was meant, or of whom he was speaking; it 
must have been some being, very superior to himself, 
because he styles that person ** the Holy One/' Did 
he not speak of the very Christ who foretold the 
destruction of Jerusalem, that it would become a 
ruinous heap; who declared that not one stone 
would be left upon another; who, in the most 
affectionate manner, wept over Jerusalem ; who com- 
passionately said, '* How oft would I have gathered 
you, even as a hen gathereth her chickens, but ye 
would not ? ^^ Again, I would ask, was it not Christ 
who was crucified on Mount Calvary; who died, 
was buried, and rose again on the third day ? Was 
not this the Holy One spoken of by David, or do ye 
look for another ? 

Matthew xxiv. 1,2. '* And Jesus went out, 
and departed from the temple: and his disciples 
came to him for to shew him the buildings of the 
temple. And Jesus said unto them. See ye not all 
these thingfS ? Verily I say unto you, There shall 
not be left here oHe stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down." Were not these prophecies 
fulfilled? Was not Jerusalem literally and corn* 
pletely destroyed a few years after ? The Jews, 
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therefore^ cannot but admit that he was a great 
prophet, and very superior to all who preceded him ; 
he was more than a prophet, for he was without 
fault, spotless, pure, and holy before God. 

The following piece of poetry is truly sublime ; 
it is so sweet and applicable to the subject addressed 
to the Jews, that I think it will be acceptable to my 
readers. 

** Fallen is thy throne, Oh Israel ! 

Silence Is on thy plains, 
Thy dwellings all lie desolate, 

Thy children weep in chains. 
Where are the dews that feed thee 

On £thaRi*s barren shore? 
That fire from heaven which led thee 

Now lights thy path no more ! 

'* Lord, thou didst love Jerusalem ! 

Once she was all thy own : 
Her love thy fairest heritage, 

Her powV thy glory^s throne. 
*Till evil came and blighted 

Thy long-lovM olive tree; 
And Salem^s shrines were lighted 

Fur other gods than thee. 

" Then sunk the star of Solyma, 

Then passM her glory^s day, 
Like heath that in the wilderness 

The wild wind whirls away. 
Silent and waste her bowerv. 

Where once the mighty trod, 
And sunk those guilty towers 

Where Baal reignM as God. 
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** * Go/ «aid the Lord, ' ye coDqaeron ! 

Steep in ber blood your swords j 
And rate to eartb her battlements. 

For they are not the Lord^s ; 
Tell Zion^i mournful daughter 

O^er kindred bones sheMl tread j 
And Hinnom^s hall of slaughter 

Shall hide but half ber dead.* 



** But toon shall other picturM scenes 

In brighter visions rise, 
When Zion*s sun shall sevenfold shine 

On oil ber mourner^s eyes ^ 
And on her mountains beauteous stabd, 

The mes9enffer of peace : 
* Salvation by the Lord*8 right hand ! * 

Then shout and never cease. 

^ But who shall see the glorious day 

When throned on Zion^s brow. 
The Lord shall rend the veil away 

Which blinds the nations now ? 
When earth no more beneath the fear 

Of his rebuke shall lie, 
When pain shall ce<we, and ev^ry tear 

Be wip*d from ev'ry eye ? 

'* Then Judah ! thou no more shalt mourn 

Beneath the heathen*s chain ; 
Thy days of splendour shall retam, 

And all be new again. 
The fount of life shall then be quaflf *d, 

In peace by all who come, 
And evVy wind that blows shall waft 

Some long lost exile home.** 

MOORB. 
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Oh ! how Divinely fine are the words of Christ's 
sermon on the Mount ; how worthy our attention. 
I wonld to God we entertained and practised such 
sentiments as these : — Matthew v. 3 to 9. '^ Blessed 
are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom of 
Heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek : for they 
shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness : for they shall 
be filled. Blessed are the merciful : for they shall 
obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart : for 
they shall see God. Blessed are the peace-makers : 
for they shall be called the children of God." To 
any one who hath not such feelings, I would say, 
How dwelleth the love of God in thee ? 

There is another extract I cannot avoid making 
from Mr. Law, p. 279, in which I do most cordially 
and heartily join : — 

" We often hear people of great zeai and orthodoxy 
declaring, on iheiT death-bedy their strict attachment to the 
eburch of England^ and making solemn protestations 
against all other churches; bat bow much better would it 
be, if such a person was to say ^ In this divided state of 
ChristeDdom I must conform to some outwardly divided 
part of it, and therefore I have chosen to live and die in 
outward communion with the church of England; fully 
believing, that if I worship God in spirit and in truth in this 
divided part of the church, I shall be as acceptable to him, 
as if I had been a faithful member of the one whole church, 
before it was broken into separate parts. Bat bk I am now 
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The Almighty God, the great Jehovah, has, in 
his infiQite mercy, been pleased to enlighten my 
mind, and to open my eyes, whereby I am enabled 
to see the true light in that Divine book, the Bible, 
which has enlarged my ideas, expanded my 
thoughts, softened my heart, and improved my 
feelings ; producing brotherly love towards all de- 
nominations of God^s people. Let no one say of his 
religion, I am right, and all others are wrong. In 
reading this holy work, the Bible, I have found 
ample texts in support of most kinds of doctrines 
that I have read or heard of. But above many 
kinds, I find most in support of that delightful 
doctrine of Divine love and mercy. It breathes its 
sweet zephyr throughout the whole of this sacred 
volume, which is properly called the Word of God, 
Even in this world, the word love taketh a great 
scope; it entere tha wide field, it goeth to a great ex- 
tent, it carries man to great lengths ; as we often wit- 
ness thousands of men sacrificing their lives for their 
King, for their country, and for their religion. But 
what comparison hath this love to love Divine ? to 
goodness which hath no bounds nor end ? to him 
whose mercy extendeth over all the world, even to 
the whole of his works in the entire universe; and to 
the fallen angels also ? they being creatures, formed 
and created by him, and until they are restored, the 
work of redemption is not complete, nor happiness 
perfect. Even here we are uncomfortable when we 
see a brother in distress ; how much finer then are 
the feelings of the saints above ! As many inspired 
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and serves to show that we shall be restored at last. 

FUNERAL HYMN OF THE LATE BISHOP HEBER. 

" Thou art gone to the grave ! but we will not deplore thee, 
Tho* sorrows and darkness encompass thy tomb; 
The Saviour has passed thro* its portals before thee, 
And the lamp of ki* love is the guide thro* the gloom. 

'< lliou art gone to the grave ! we no longer behold thee, 
Nor tread the rough paths of the world by thy side -, 
But the wide arms of mercy are spread to enfold thee, 
And sinners may hope, since the sinless hath died. 

" Thou art gone to the grave ! and its mansion forsaking. 
Perchance the weak spirit in doubt lmger*d long ; 
But the sunshine of Heaven beamed bright on thy waking. 
And the sound which thou beard'st, was the Seraphim^s song. 

" Thou art gone to the grave ! but 'twere vain to deplore thee, 
When God was thy ransom, thy guardian, and guide ; 
He gave thee, he took thee, and he will restore thee. 
And death hath no stingy since the Saviour has died." 

If I was to pass over in silence p. 178^ of that 
highly -gifted^ pioufl, good, and superior inan^ the 
Rev. J. White, author of « The Restoration of all 
Things," I should do him a great injustice ; I have 
therefore reserved, until now, this sweet, exalted, 
and lovely passage : — 

'' Oar Divine apostle speaketh here of lore, as the 
essence of God, and as convertible yiiih God; he that dwelletb 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him ; that is in plain 

p 
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Eng Uib, God b lore, lore is God, God is love iUeli; iht 
flnty the iweetest, tbe purest, the eapreme, the sorereign 
lore, tbe most absolate, the most ineompreheDsibley tbe all- 
comprebendiog love, lore itself, the essence and sobstaoce 
of lore ; lore is God himself, tbe essence of God, conrerti- 
ble with God ; for so tbis Scriptore speaks of God and of 
lore, as oonrertlble terms ; because we knotr nothing, as 
bath been well obserred, which so faithfully, so folly, to 
formally, esseDtiallyexpresseth tbe Godhead, the Dirine 
Nature, tbe Divine Persons in tbeir distinctions, in tbeir 
unity, as this name of love ; lore is the highest discorery 
of God to our capacity, as be is in the simplicity of bis 
Dirine essence ; lore is more tban an attribute, it is tbe 
rery name of God, it is God himself; an attribute is so 
imperfect and a partial expression of God to ns ; but lore 
is tbe full exprcMion of him, so far as God can be expressed 
and coneeired by us. Lore is tbe highest, the most ex- 
alted name of God, that which tbe Scripture calls his glory, 
as he is oureiled, unclouded. Lore is the unirersal psr- 
fection of tbe Deity, that perfection of God from rrhicb, as 
I may so speak, all his other perfections are derived, and 
to which they are all subserrient, all the strengths^ tbe 
sweetnesses, the purities, the powers, the beauties of the 
Dirine Nature, of the Dirine Persons, they are all con- 
cluded and concentred in this lore; they are no other than 
this lore itself in so many Diriue forms, Qf[uxfi», and 
shapes of beauty and blessedness, acting those heavenly 
parts which make all the joys and glories of lore complete 
in themseires, and in us. God is lore, and therefore all 
bis attributes are the attributes of his lore. The full 
number of all the attributes, excellences, and perfections 
of the Godhead, like the stars in Uearen, no one wanting 
in their full glory, like the sun in its strength, never waxing 
dim, waning, nerer in any eclipse or any cloud, never 
rising nor setting, they are ail united and centred io this 
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love, they are ail so maDy several names, expression*! 
glories, victories, and iriampbs of this love, which is him- 
self; or if yoa will, this love is the predominant attribute 
that set all the rest on work, it is the triumphant attribute, 
and the especial matter of God's glory. For although the 
Divine attributes are equal as they are in God, for one 
infinite cannot exceed another, yet love is represented to 
US, with particular advantages above the rest, it is God's 
dear attribute, as I may so speak, and all his other attri- 
butes and perfections are the dear goings-forth of this 
love." 

In unison with these expressions, are the follow- 
ing lines : — 

" Sweet were the sounds that reacbM our ears, 
When mercy raisM her heavenly voice ; 
*Twa8 mercy that eUspelVd our fears, 
And bade our souU in hope rejoice. 

** AU other sounds discordant seem, 

Compared with mercy's heav*TUjf song; -, 
So sweet and joyful is the theme, 
It bears our willing souls along . 

" O may we never ceate to bear 

The voice that gives our conscience rest, 
That tUss^^es our guilty fear. 
And tells us we are truly blest ! 

** May mercy still remove our fear, 

And bind our souls with cords of love f 
Mercy that sooths our sorrow here. 
And gives us hope of joys above." 

KILLBT. 
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The Almighty God| the great Jehovah, has, in 
his infinite mercy, been pleased to enlighten my 
mind, and to open my eyes, whereby I am enabled 
to see the true light in that Divine book, the Bible, 
which has enlarged my ideas, expanded my 
thoughts, softened my heart, and improved my 
feelings ; producing brotherly love towards all de- 
nominations of God^s people. Let no one say of his 
religion, I am right, and all others are wrong. In 
reading this holy work, the Bible, I have found 
ample texts in support of most kinds of doctrines 
that I have read or heard of. But above many 
kinds, I find most in support of that delightful 
doctrine of Divine love and mercy. It breathes its 
sweet zephyr throughout the whole of this sacred 
volume, which is properly called the Word of God, 
Even in this world, the word love taketh a great 
scope ; it entere tha wide field, it goeth to a great ex- 
tent, it carries man to great lengths ; as we often wit- 
ness thousands of men sacrificing their lives for their 
King, for their country, and for their religion. But 
what comparison hath this love to love Divine ? to 
goodness which hath no bounds nor end ? to him 
whose mercy extendeth over all the world, even to 
the whole of his works in the entire universe; and to 
the fallen angels also ? they being creatures, formed 
and created by him, and until they are restored, the 
work of redemption is not complete, nor happiness 
perfect. Even here we are uncomfortable when we 
see a brother in distress ; how much finer then are 
the feelings of the saints above ! As many inspired 
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writers speak of his infinite love and boundless 
mercy towards all mankind^ and we being a part of 
his works, created after his own image, will the 
great Jehovah, the giver of every great and perfect 
gift, leave mankind in eternal misery ? No ; we 
find, that at the end of all things, God will be all in 
all, for he created nothing in vain ; that all nations 
whom he hath made, will come and worship before 
him, and glorify his holy name. That there will be 
an end to punishment there can be no doubt ; and 
it is with great joy and comfort I say, that the time 
will come, when the Almighty will wipe away 
tears from off all faces, and when there will be no 
more sorrow, no more crying, no more pain, against 
which the gates of death and hell cannot prevail. 
To give an idea of the feelings of the univer- 
salis ts, and the high sense they have of the great 
Jehovah, is beyond the power of my pen, I shall 
therefor e copy a prayer of the Rev. Mr. White's.* 
This will serve, in a measure, to show how exalted 
the mind of that great author was, and with this 
prayer I shall conclude this work : — 

<< Pardon me, O my God, if, in tbe contemplation and 
experience of tby superabounding grace to myself, I have 
been transported in my representation of tbee, beyond thy 

* The Rev. J. White was a great author, and wrote many 

excellent works, among which are bis ** Persaasive to Moderation 

and Forbearance in Love among the Divided Forms of Christians.*' 

He was a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and died in tbe 

78th year of his age, A. D. 1707. 
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allowance. 1 think it impossible to exceed, when I am 
admiring that grace of thine, which is the highest, the 
sweetest, the most exalted name of that love which is THY- 
SELF, and the eternal spring of all loves and loveliness. 
I presume not to pry into the methods of thy love, and thy 
seasons for the fall manifestation of it. How far thy 
thoughts and ways, which are thy infinite wisdom, do 
transcend, I know not; but sure I am, they cannot fall 
short of the limited perfections of thy creatures. Thou 
hast in thy own first make, given me a nature all disposed 
to love. Thou bast, by thy grace, heightened and enlarged 
that love to all thy offspring, to every thing that bears any 
image or stamp of thyself upon it. I could not, as I ought 
to do, love thee, if I did not love thee wherever I find thee. 
Thou hast commanded me, and all thine, to overcome all 
the evil of this lower world with good. No evil, no Injury 
I have met with in this unkind world, for thy sake, or 
upon any other account whatsoever, hath yet exceeded my 
, love and forgiveness. Yea, thou hast made it one of my 
highest pleasures to love and serve enemies ; can I then 
think any evil in any of thy creatures can overset thy 
goodness ? Thou art the highest example to them of all 
the goodness thou requirest us to show to one another : — 
I must believe then, thy grace will, sooner or later, super- 
abound, wherever sin hath most abounded; till I can 
think a little drop of being, and but one remove from 
nothing, can excel in goodness that ocean of goodness 
which hath neither shore, bottom, nor surface. Thou art 
goodness itself, in the abstract, in its first spring, in its 
supreme and universal form and spirit. We must believe 
thee to be infinitely good — ^to be good without any measure 
or bound— to be good beyond all expression and conception 
of all creatures, of men and angels ; or we must give over 
thinking thee to be at all. All the goodness, which is 
everywhere to be found scattered among the creatures, is 
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sent forth from thee, the fountain, the sea of all goodness. 
Into this sea of all goodness I deliver myself, and all my 
fellow creatares. Tboa art love, and canst no more cease 
to be 80 than to be thyself. Take thy own methods with 
as, and submit us to them. Well may we so do, in an 
assurance that the beginning, the way, and the end of 
tbem all is love. To the inexhaustible fountain of all grace 
and goodness, from all his creatures, be ascribed all glory 
and praise for ever and ever. Amen. — Hallelujah ! 
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ERRATA. 

Pa^ 6. — For " do place in England,*' read " but one place," &c. 

Ih— For " nearly 1800 years" read " upwards of 2000 years." 

35.— Jbf " after their return from captivity," read " after the 
return of sinners from the captivity of hell." 

45.— Jfbr " 1827," read " 1824." 

92.-1^ " WeMl praise for all that is past," rtad " We'll praise 
him for all thai is past." 

109. — Tratupose the poMsage " Then follows the essence," from this 
page to thefoUowing^ and introduce it immediately after — 
" misery in hell." 

121.— For "treasures of God are," read "treasures of Ood's love 
are." 

146.— For " Titus Vespasian," read *•* Titus, the son of Vespasian." 

149.— 2%tf yoie should apply to thepassaget " And therefore," &c. 



